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Foreword 



The mention of the Marine Corps Base at Twentynine Palms once evoked an image 
of a tent city alongside a dry lake bed in die middle of the oppressive Mojave Desert 
of Southern California- Such an image might have been true of the first facilities estab- 
lished m 1952, when the Marines moved up to the high desert fiom Camp Pendleton, 
Today, however, the close to l,0<#-square-mile Air Ground Combat Center at Twenty- 
nine Rdm$ ranks as one of the Corps* mo$t modem training Polities. 

This volume is the second in the series of histories covering major Marine Corps bases 
and training centers. The highly-personalized narrative not only provides a general histo- 
ry of the base, bttt covers the growth of the surrounding community. 

the author of this monograph, Colonel Verle E Wdwig, USMC (Retired), is well quali- 
fied to write a history of Twcntyninc Palms. Colonel Ludwig, a graduate of the University 
of Indiana with a degree in journalism and of George Washington University with a 
master's degree in international affairs, was commissioned a second lieutenant in Sep- 
tember 1944. During World War II, he joined the 1st Marine Division in the Russell Is- 
lands, and then as a rifle platoon leader, participated in the Okinawa Campaign and 
North China occupation duty. His key assignments after rejoining the Coips during the 
Korean War were: Historical Writer, Headquarters U % Marine Corps; Commanding 
Officer, Marine Bracks, Hunters Point; Commanding Office^ 1st Battalion, 9th Ma- 
rines in Vietnam; Deputy Information Officer; MACV, Saigon; Marine chair in Amphibious 
Waj&re, Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island; and, in 1973, Chief of Staff and 
then Deputy Qanmander, Marine Corps Base, Twentynine Palms. 

Colonel Inchrig has been a prolific writer for many years. He co-authored the first volume 
of the history of tl S. Marine Corps operations in World War II, Pearl Harbor to Guadal- 
canal, has written numerous articles for both the Marine Corps Gazette and Leatherneck, 
and has authored several short stories. 

The author retired from active duty in 1975 and flow resides in Twentynine Palms, 
where he teaches a course in writing at several local colleges. His history of Twentynine 
Palms was supported in part by a grant from the Marine Corps Historical Foundation. 

In the pursuit of accuracy and objectivity, the History and Museums Division welcomes 
comments on the history f&tn key participants, Marine Corps activities, and interested 
individuals. 



E. H. SIMMONS 
Brigadier General, U S. Marine Corps (Retired) 
Director of Marine Corps History and Museums 



Preface 



TWentynine Palms, community and military base, is something of its own sort because 
of its desert, sad because most residents— in*o at least the aud4$80s— sought to adjust 
tp the desert rather than to conquer it. I hope this book conveys something of the human 
qualities of this uniqueness. 

My association with the US. Marine Corps base goes back to 1952, "the moment of 
creation" when the desert training center as an outpost of Camp Joseph H. Pendleton 
was in the scuttlebutt stage around the base down by Oceamide; and as a young captain 
commanding a rifle company, I came up to the new training center in the two weeks 
prior to Christmas of 1952 to take part in the first big exercise with the 3d Marine Divi- 
sion, then newly re*fotmed at Pendleton. 

In 1954 at Headquarters Marine Corps, after I had been to wartime duty in Korea, 
I did some staff papers about Twentynine Palms, for budget officers to take up to hear- 
ings on Capitol Hill. These papers of mine turned up in a stick of material the Marine 
Cotp$ History and Mnseuxns Divissioh sent to me when 1 began research for this book, 
in 1985. 

! returned to Twentynine Palms, for an official visit, in the early 1960s, when 1 then 
("seconded** Acre by the 1st Marine Division) commanded Automatic Supply Distribu- 
tion Battalion, Botce Service Raiment, at Pendleton. Ammunition Company was in that 
battalion, and technically we therefore "owned" the Nuclear Ordnance Platoon (NOP) 
then at the NOP site at Twentynine Palms. During this trip I discovered die NOP build- 
ing some distance out in the desert from mainsidc was "plagued** by crickets which ap- 
parently liked the building's air conditioning, md the Marine there had requisitioned 
some chickens to devour the crickets. 

In 1973, 1 returned for permanent duty, first as base chief of staff when the command- 
teg general was Brigadier General William G, JosJyn, then as the assistant commander 
of the combined base-force Tftoops command after the late Brigadier General Clarence 
R "Bud" Schmid replaced Bill joslyn. As this historical narrative relates, Bud Schmid 
bad been at Iwentynine Palms as a young supply officer captain in the very early days. 
He arid his wife, Mafgsretta, introduced the Ludwigs to many of the TWentynine Palms 
oldrimets the Schmids had known back in the early years. From the Schmids, and from 
our many new friends among the oldtiraers, I heard the human stories of the founding 
of the town, the glider base, and later the Marine Corps facility, lb these friends I owe 
much of my understanding of the community and the desert. 

Many of these friends have made £vnily archives available, and have talked with me 
about those early days. These include Helen Bagley, Tbd and Mary Hayes, Ada Hatch, 
Sally Ince* Chet and Blancc Ellis, and Vinton Harz and his late wife, lots. I gained much 
valuable guidance and assistance, also, from those well-known historians of this and other 
nearby deserts, Harold and ladle Weight; and also from that newer practitioner of local 
history, Art KidwelL 

Marines who have been especially helpful in guiding me to an undemanding of par- 
ticularly the early days of the base are: first and foremost* Dr. Frederick H. Scantling 
(lieutenant Colonel, tISMC [Ret]), the first commanding officer for Marines in the desert, 
and Brigadier General John S. "Barney" Oldfield, USMC (8et. ), who commanded non- 
FMF Marines as the desert facility became a base in its own right. 



Those Marines who contributed significantly to my understanding of the transition 
to the Hew Mission include: Colonel Billy P. '*SiU* Bouldin; former base commanded 
Major Generals Edward J, Megarr and Harold G. Glasgow; arid Major General Robert 
E. Haebel. 

A special notice of appreciation must go to General Jmm H. Wilson, the 26th Com* 
mandantof the Marine Corps. The New Mission was his idea, originating when he was 
commanding general ofHe^Marine Ibtde, Pacific, just before he kdunc Commandant. 
He seat particularly palpable comments about this phase of the history of Iwentynine 
Rdms m the PJrector of Marine Corps H&tpty an4 3#us$inhfc Brigadier G^ei^tl Edwin 
H. Simmons, USMC pet), 

Ibr other help* I am indebted to Colonel Francis L Benton* Jfe, USMC (Ret,), *nd to 
his wife, Eloisc Rowan Fenton, for reasons which will be apparent in the text of this histo- 
ry, and in Appendix A. Ako s|>eeial thanks must go to Colonel Itidhatd 0. "Owen" Gil- 
licfe, USMC (itei), who served here 4$ a young artiUery dffi^ fetek in the early years, 
at other times later, and hid saved a useful "cruise book** and other material. Also hd^- 
fid was retried Colorid Ralph IC Cuter, an esttly kjpd ofi&cer at the desert base, stnd 
retired Airlferce Major Steven ^mt, who as M Ari# ^tew*t in the days just before 
World TOtt-'Q,. summed the desert for the establishment of Condor Field, Also helpful 
have be^ ^oseioyal retired Marines, Gunnery SetgeautChadie Milter and the fete Gun- 
ner^ Sergeant Doug CulbertsorL 

Base commanding generals who served at Twentynine Palms while I w*s writing this 
histpfy also i&yt been patriot $u£^rrive, Tliey were Bripdfer Generals 

Joseph B. Knotts, William JL Etuyte, and John ft Mo&aban, 

Another "fecal*' Marine of significant helpfulness was Colonel James £. Stanton, who 
served eariyintfce&ew Mission days, and then returned in the 1980s to serve m the base's 
chief of staff. He provided much idsigbt 0& immediate import when required, Afeo 
psdticulatly help&i b**fc beto Mis. Carol iobii^^ ^ttary td the i&ia^ 
al, an<j S*%eant JL W, Alter*, * parti&darly ^fifident and cheerful Marine assigned to 
die protocol office. 

And last but not least among those on the base, I owe a debt of gratitude te my old 
Mend and die "dean" of dteseft public htfbnnarion ofiScers, the late CWD4 Ronald & 
Fraizer. Thanks to his efibm, the conanand's public af&ir$ office has bound files of The 
O^serv^m P&*> th6 awatf -winnir^ base newspaper wMeh begto publication when the 
base separated from Camp ftndleton. 

The San Bernardino branch library ih TS^emynine Mms, under the able charge of m 
efficient and helpful chief lihrari^ Cbo^l &kfcson, has an aeseUent collection of primary 
and secondary souaces about town and bsm t going bade to the early days of the commu- 
nity. This includes fifes of the community newspaper, The Desm7htf;e&ty settler or*! 
histories; photographs; arid unpublished n^u$eripts< including tot of early base com- 
mands the fete Colonel (later Brigadier General, retiied) Francis H, "M^n^ Brink, 

In addition* I ha#e consulted official command diaries and other papers forwarded to 
me by the Ma^ Co^ l^orical C^nm there Danny J. Crawford, who heads the Refer- 
ence Seetbn, mi his assistant, Kobert V. Aquiline, ha*e been unfailing in digging up 
$perial requests fer me. Also 6oin "H^rical," my editors have been, first old friend Henry 
t **Bnd" Sb^w; th^4^<f dorian, suid At^ Chsute R. Smith, S£^i^in^^ 
1 must confess, ais mh&f mim. 

My wife and I Imt thk desert, as we did and do love the Marine Co^s, Our hillside 
retirement home ofverloofcs the base, saine 10 miles to our northeast, teago, at the 
t^-HSs^ir^Bri^ m Hdftdquart^ts Marine C^tp$, I was a <^^^^(fi&B|idJ^aif 
and one other) of the first volume of the M^ine Corps* hto^ty ^ TfcM #ait 0. But 
I had no thought of writing the history of this base until, om day in B^kuary 19&5. 



©id ftfeud M Simmon^ the "historic hrig^erfminour dining room over breakfast 
aekl t "out of habere" said, ''Verie* why don't you do the h&coty of tbfe base bete?" 

The company was excellent, the coffee outstanding, "the evening before, we had en- 
j*jyfcd & fine Chinese dinner which my wife had prepared fiiir M Simmons and a number 
of Marines and their wives* as well as some other friends from t<^^ tShtmng that men- 
mg r we had a few drinks— a bit of ^seellent (^lifotnia wine. the morning, at btfcakfast, 
was a moment of pleasant weakness. I said, "Okay" 

It was of course moie weak than t anticipated. Often the project interfered with the 
creative procrasrina^ actiteaQMcnt. So since that morning in i^Sf 1 1 base told 
Ed Simmons and a M^Qth^ people would li^en (their romance efdd^^tinic) 
that I have deekfed the only thing which would have been worse than hi$ asking me to 
do this history would have been if he tod bypassed me said asfeed somebody ebe. 

I d<^cate volume to GeneCarolyn Huffman kidwigand our sons Kntt and Eric, 
all of whom in their own times picked up the step in my march of 30 years with the 
tl S. Matme ^rps. Arid p the desert *Tfecmemter that the yield of a hard country is 
a love d^per afet ^d ^ l^d inspires, that ^ot^holit die arid tyest the Ameri- 
cans have found a secret treasnre^— jB^riiard ENVotp, *£ht Y$ar q/ £>£cisi$&: t$46i 
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CHAPTER 1 

The Desert 



Twentynitie Palms and its surrounding high desert 
in the eastern portion of California's Morongo Basin 
would seem an unlikely Ideation few a major base of 
an amphibious and air-ground military force. Perhaps 
it ako seems an unlikely location for anything, includ- 
ing the oasis which TOtered the palms which gave the 
place its name. 

"Off the beaten tract" has been an apt description 
of the area thrpu^iout all of its history. Apparently 
early man and later the American Indian tribes, known 
to history after the arrival of Europeans, largely 
bypassed this seemingly inhospitable region by using 
trails either to the north or to the south. Early routes 
of empire also went far to the north or to the south 
of this region. 1 The nearest— still some distance to the 
south— was die on-to-westward extension of the San- 
ta Be Trail. 

the discoverer of Rise's Peak, Zebulon Montgomery 
Pike, in 1806 began adventures and misadventures 
whkh later, as historian Neal Harlow noted: 

precipitated in the establishment of the trail from Sty Louts 
to Santa Vt; and this terminus proved to be the beginning 
of the sopdiwestem routes to tbe Pacific. From that ancient 
New Mexican town, the GUa trail followed down the Rio 
Grantje to the Ofia Eiver, along that stream to die Colora- 
do, and across southern Cafifomb and Warner's Pass to San 
Diego, the Spanish Trail led from Taos northwestward, over 
the Green and Sewer Bivers to the Virgin and Colorado, 
and by way of the Mohave Desert to the Cajon Pass and 
Los Angeles.? 

These routes skirted those regions around Twentynine 
Palms and its Morongo Basin* 

Earlier routes around the area were much the same. 
Those following Pike from the old Spanish settlements 
of the Santa Be region and on to the Pacific at San 
Diego orlos Angeles merely moved along the easiest 
and more prominent routes of the Native Americans. 
Researchers agree that the present Twentynine Palms 
oasis likely was settled for centuries prior to the ar- 
rival of Western Europeans; evidence also indicates that 
the location was "the hub of several well-traveled In- 
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dian trails."*** However, the oasis settlement was 
small, and we do not have enough evidence to judge 
the significance of its "wheel" among the region's origi- 
nal cultures. 

Even in those American Indian days, one bad to be 
in Twentynine Palm* "oa purpose'* so rrnwtc was its 
location, as some Marines would say. Only they, say 
these Marines, can be here by accident. It takes only 
a surprise set of orders from headquarters. Hie im- 
plication is that all orders to twentynine Palms eoilie 
as a surprise to the individual. And, of course, for early 
man and for explorers, mountain men, and cattle 
pushers, a desert is a place to be avoided. 

Hie late Major Genial Clarence H. "Bud" Sehmid, 
who in 1952-53 was the first basse supply officer at 
Twentynine Palms, and later (1974-75) its 14th com- 
manding general, used to say in his orientation talks 
with new arrivals that no one except the Marine Corps 
ever came to the desert to get organized. Dwellers in 
the area, he would say, are much tike the vegetation 
here: they seek and require distance, one from the 
other; they have a serene beauty of their own; they 
are great and helpful neighbors; but they have sharp 
thorns or other defensive measures if crowded or 
bothered thoughtlessly. 

Then he would say the roadside desert flowers- 
patches and spots of great beauty to the true aficiona- 
do of the desert —were watered by the teats of Marine 
wives riding into the desert for the first time with their 
husbands and sets of those "surprise" orders. But af- 
ter the howls of laughter and the applause would die 
down, General Schmid would add: "but think about 
this -as you begin your duty here: there are flowers on 
both sides of die road " 

The desert does not, in truth, grow on everyone who 
serves here— fortunately, most early and some later set- 
tlers say. But it happens often enough that by die 
mid-1980s both town and Marine base were growing 
at a rate considered alarming to some of the earlier 



■ ■ Mala iir M&rah tc a *$mt whkh early etpliircn belineii -uxnt- 
tif the AtiiciiLMR UhWu- 1 ilVJ die uotu fttkkh bemnt Iuumq a> 
Iwr-ir. r H-jIiii-, M a :l! . iYlu /. 1 1 lir:' lii c ; --. - 1 1 1 1 -. : li.m 

jfM "Tftwiiyrijejt Pklnii" urLfinAitil ti nxrntk Cui iJk Ln.aij.iri, \httt 

xFr aiwfif udiirlLiiJiltft 



1 



NuiiMil Pack Service Photo 275-412 
The high desert of southern California presents rugged mountains, vast expanses of flat 
parched earth, sparse but picturesque vegetation, and a varied animal population. 



settlers who never wanted to see that much organiza- 
tion crowd around them. 

First "owners" of the oasis, later called Twentynine 
Palms, arrived after the place came into pretty much 
its present geological configuration. They probably 
were clans of the ancestors of those California and 
Southwest Desert Indians called genetically by early 
Spanish explorers (much south of Twentynine Palms), 
the Serrano. This Spanish term, meaning merely that 
Indians so-called were from the mountains or high- 
lands, apparently found its way into general use in 
Spanish America through the field notes of (among 
others) Padre Pedro Font, who was with a Spanish ex- 
pedition in Alta California in 1775. As has been point- 
ed out, the padre was not close to what has become 
Twentynine Palms, but his description apparently was 
not unsuited to the Indians which frequented this oa- 
sis, font said the Indians he saw in the Alta Califor- 
nia highlands were small but strong, and "friendly, 
gentle and of good heart." 4 

Later tribes and clans which visited and lived at the 
oasis for various periods of time included Cahuilla, 
Chemehuevi, Paiute, Mojave, and probably others. 
Some of these endured at the oasis into the period 
of the Federal Indian Reservations programs. 

After the United States' war with Mexico ended with 
the 1848 Ireaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ceded 



Alta California, along with Nevada, Utah, most of Ar- 
izona, as well as portions of New Mexico, Colorado, 
and Wyoming to the United States, the westward push 
of "Manifest Destiny" settlers began to pick up speed. 
As we shall see, "real civilization" did not come to the 
oasis of Twentynine Palms until after World War I, but 
the American flag, followed shortly by the Gold Rush 
(which started in 1849), soon began to touch even this 
desert region. Non-Indians began to arrive— on 
purpose. 

At about the mid-point of the 19th Century— give 
or take a few years on either side of 1850 — a San Gor- 
gonio Pass cattleman named Paulino Weaver appar- 
ently established a route eastward from the Pass 
through the Morongo Basin and Twentynine Palms. 
There is uncertainty on the date because Weaver kept 
his route a secret, since it was a business advantage 
for him to do so. His route got cattle to markets in 
Arizona quicker than did competitive routes along the 
lowlands to and through the present Indio, Califor- 
nia. Indications are that friendly Indians had shown 
Weaver how to manage this route for his advantage, 
when desert rains of fall and winter would have provid- 
ed brief grazing periods across the way* 

*Amidst early gold mining and settlements in the area, parts of 
the present Joshua Tree National Monument were used for cattle 
ranching. This was later than the Weaver route period. 



Weaver had been in the Southwest ft* yews. Dur- 
ing the vm with Mexico, he had been a scout for the 
Mormon Battalion width opened % wagon road by 
the Gila Route to the Parflfc" arid which liter garri- 
soned and operated from the Cajon Pfcss.** 

Earlier, while «0m^ elements of the Mormon Bat- 
taJion garrisoned the Otjon Ras$, the Wiliw e$r 
tablished serotalforts aloijg the Mojave Tml fern the 
pass and the San Bernardino area to fte Mojave on 
the Colorado (O^ar the present town of Needle^ 
Gdifopia.) Wil^ mct^sed tfavel, thfe roiite bec^nae 
known m ^e Qmmmmt Boad- Bnoto ft#t Mojave, 
it crossed Arizona to Sort Defiance* stud on to Santa 
We. Thus, the Mormon Battalion, along with other US. 
Amoy ^ontritoited to teepisgwell beaten trades 
away from that wt-of-the-way region of Twentynine 
Galois and the Moioogo Basin. 

Growing responses by US. citizens to the Iwz of 
gold andm the newr^ious wofe^Wi Matko required 
more than wagon, cattle, and stage routes, however. 
Some Mae after Weavers road went through die 
iiojave Desert past Twentyftine Palms, the federal 
General land Office began to hire private surveyors 
tp establish bench marks ^4 other reference points 
throughout the Southwest- This was m pjreparation Sir 
more complete surveys for railroad routes* an activity 
begun in 1853 when Congress authorized funds for 
the Army Corps of Engineers to begin those surveys. 
One of these private surveyors, a Colonel Henry 
Washington, in 1852 feed the San Bernardmo base 
line ftom a point atop jfe San Bernardino east and 
west across California. Such tines provided the base 
for the estahUshm^t of other points arid lines which 
divided land into tow^dfiip$, >e^ons, and rjjher po- 
litical divisions, 

tater, in lg35, Colonel Wa^h^ton arrived it the 
oasis at Twentymos Palms, and provided the fust 
recorded official report about this spot. Hit mm of 
26 May 1855 say: "Brom this comer, an Indian Wig- 
wam (dear a firing ofgood water* supposed to be per- 



*Oi IteialdBe^M^ ^mW^^^-f^pti^ 
pt says: "Weam mmt fer the Mormofi Battalion, Saa C^tgoim 
attdeman and ^m&ti^i^H Fas and Hassayamjwt placer strikes, 
trapped and tainted over much al ike Southwest Be was known 
all c^tber^on* Prescott, Arizona ctonshiin asJtsfim ci^ 
as docs Wktenharg, fer was in Arizona tot he spem the lost 
yeaas of his life, employed as z ssout &r the ArmyT routr through 
the Mwor^ $a^m aad the oa$fc at T^tynjne "nad 
long been used the Indians, aiid perhaps Weaker found it by 
the simple method being taken ewer it hf to Oeinebuevi $r 
Serrano fBefl<k leaver s Koad fclfcwed what is now the S*n Ber- 
fsudtDO Base line thtough dttcXkcatW Mptoagp Basin to the Colora- 
do Jtircr" 



manent) beass N 51 degrees W, and a small cluster 
of Cahba^ fcdmettos bem N 27 dq^ W."** 

Jf$t wheal somebody cotmi^d and found 29 Califor- 
nia fitn pato at the crisis i$ not dean "Balm City** or 
"Balm Spring" apparently was y&i for some time, 
ftalm SpdngSf of eomse, wa$ a name whfeh latex 
slipped downhill, to die soutfaM^ and across the San 
Andreas fault. iWtiazne Mm, or Marah, often is at- 
tributed m die Iridi^s whojm European and Ameri- 
can explorers found at the oa^s* but apparency it did 
r^t find its way into my o&ial status m a name for 
the place in post-Indian settlement lite names of 
"Bajfc S|>nugs^ or "Balm Ci^ are sometimes credit- 
ed to a ^irveyor who came through a year after 
Washingtoru tmt local historian Lucile Weight finds 
no evidence for his use of st^h a name, 

lids 1856 airveyDt was Alex R Or^n* worKng for 
the US, to add to ^ie ^tdungton surv^, At the time 
of hfe sfoty^ ^fcen noted: 

Neat the springs the jaMha$ the appe^*ar^e of having 
been cuttlvaced by the Indians . . . llic Ind^ ii* die leaf 
of the paint it^esib^ cftatitig bafiets, hats, etc. Attend the 
springs there is a growth of cane df which the Indians make 
a^ovs far tt#tf bo#$? 

Linda W. Greene in fe^r Historic; Besource Study for 
the Nationai Bark Service notes references to the mine, 
"Falm Springs," into the I880s t but also finds the 
number " 29" used with "Rdms" or "Palm Springs" 
as early ^s the 1870s, And Miller, in his ABrns of the 
tiigh Desert* says M the naiiie "fi^tynine Palrns was 
in common use by 1872 , beirig used oq the descrip- 
tion of a mining claim fey McKenzie and Gerirain** 
in that year. 

Observation of Gre^» the surveyor, that Indian 
at the oa^s had part of the plot under cultivation may 
be an indication that the oasis h^d become a more 
penmnent setde^ iiida^ 
when subsistence depended more on hunrihg. 
Although Ae cultivation of maize, beans, and squash 
was practiced in the New ^forld, beginning in the 
M^i^ highlands at km by 1500 BC, by the time 
of U S sairyeys fa the ^$t, Indto certainly had 
picked up addmonal imps and skills fe>m the Span- 
ish, their missions, and later explorers and settlers. 
However, it seemed that because of its remote loca- 
tion, the Oasis at Tfaentynine fisdms supported only 
si^ Ind%qL^^eu^t$r and in^^^ event most d^rt 
Indians seemed to have remained wanderers, follow- 
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flame, moiiEUJc. writhe?, and raateiiaLs flur their 
CEifu of Jiving, Into modern ililh. slietic rcicfvatjuii 
Indians m [he and Suuttmtir have ur liuce 
homes — hojfans of urher attofruiiodattttni - and ihcj 
rauvr IO inol i'rura rhefic WjeJi the bedMrili 

Ee had peihapi aJwsyi been stuh. even in earlier 
tinsta. Ai wtth oilier Life in the Southwest, Joeil Indi- 
u2Li wcie nufnadv but temtujial , beCallie c3ie>- fcuJ ro 
live nff the Sand, iu Htm, and iky. Fetfoj; Ij'phs at- 
icJLuifd to "early- rttln" remain uii the Mamie buc 
and in ihe Joshua Tree NaiKmaJ Monument. On eJk 
baac. the primftU jjIjbi art tound near v»bai ii rhuu^ht 
[D liaxr tM-cn an cafly EElJaud LjIlc when R1CHI of the 
MaEuug^ Bajin may haw Lure ft "a fcru]c lutb j£eu. 
jkh Ln ™gctaiiu« and animal 3ife." v The uec now ap- 
pnn id have been 1 bulling area, an easy entry onto 
the ]ake. ckt an aites* to 2 ihaJbow iroisuifl. Nearby are 
I he pPTrnplyph^, alnng a hank erf lava A bullnin 
buaid? PnHiijroni; gtafliii* A LncaJ "Ibwtra Scnnr"' has 
never be™ found- 

HtsefiULiufih tor Indian* jet thedesen Southwest were 
E'JKi^ht by federal authorise! is early ai LfcVb. bur 
owncfthip the Land ni conirsied by the railtuadE. 



and other*. P^hlW llly^m S Grant (Ea69-T7) ft- 
ijr^u]'.! , r r-:3 I he Depart hicem of Indian AfFaJEn, indor- 
dtred the eitahLishment of a nuinbct oT iriu.ll 
refiCIYaEiofU in bouthej ll GaJiEutitia. One Jesuit oJ cJuh 
was I he ; .(irr.i:-K m 5an BchlafrliEio in Sfl77 cif a_h Mm 
fin % — 1 --i-i -- i -.:n>; smi i- of iheae EESrCfvai ioni ThLi Mis- 
amn Agcruri- a_\su.mcd cnntn>] cn-rr ihe Ec^crvaiiEm at 
Tutrin-ciinc Palilib. jjekmi£ othcti. 

Dispute?, iiwr^rmt lotver?, ennfuausn, aibd en- 
•rrnac/brnmr by nnn -India ni c-n-nEinued, lum^cf, aj 
niilroftds md Ktrim fmshed \nw dir ScMJchwc^l lii 
Manfh Jwph Vnfibay filed hnmeitcad daimiOO 

Twrntyninc FJnu Jajid whuJi imluded the Indiana' 
naiiSk taEtip, and 1 veal Liter a Ml H^jl u.jjflV.-d LhU 
□l rc "i -adjak-ent tu V^hay 1 Tticte wese oihets. plui tiL- 
inpi Hc-tar liv-r-airc rl i a L I betca in a bfOad area tno^tLv 
nnrrh, east, aid souLticaut ul the OaScS. These %t\t Jfotd 
humcni. whn in rh™ Jap filed claJitis fllit aEid ler 
othen ihink nf qur^inn^ Uirr 

WatCl tCu-iSfl the navi*. and tu?m other Inw 5pO(S. 
made it potiible hir iheM early piospcnon to Irw and 
work in ihe area. In .«^rne cajri waccT wa? used for 
wajhtng out she ore to a rtficty uf rmugh-lifcr eon- 



trivanees, targe and small, which separated the dirt, 
rdcfc, and grave), and aUdwod thc heavier gold to work 
its way to the bottom along with other minerals and 
black sand. Bmm this the gold then would be retract- 
ed by panning or other methods. However, most of 
the dry country gold mills of this eariy period whkh 
dealt with qtiartz ^rihsj— as was the case ardtmd Ifaen- 
tyhioe Balms— used the arrastra method, which used 
less water per ton of dirt * 

A yield of $100 worth of gold per ton of tailings 
was considered a gaod return from an arrastra in the 
Tfootynine Palms re^onJ' This estate probably did 
not hold true for rnauy of the;mines, say modem-day 
local amateur miners and students of the crafe The 
price Of gold in those days tan around $20 to $2 5 |>er 
oqnee; Theworfc ttfget that ounce was prodigious. Ob- 
servers in that eariy day md that about 500 pounds 
of tailings went into each batch for an arrastra some 
10 feet in diameter. Grinding then took from three 
to four hours. Mercury was added in amounts based 
on estimates of the richness of the quattfc By weight* 
turners u&d about 25 peitent more mercury than ex- 
pected gold* Near the end of die grinding, about a 
dozen or so buckets of water would be poured into 
the &rr&$tta r and grinding continued until a beige 
"paste" was achieved. Water and sludge were then 
bailed out, oi run off quickly, and die whole process 



*Armfo* fti*aiht: ^x^ v^^ism^w—m drag- This method 
af*par«itly origin*tcd in quaitz-wkvininiiig in dtyareas of Mexico 
whert the masculine smelting, riww* codmboq. (Ao^ In 

the eariy XJS, mining b the Sou4we§t» the arrmtra frequently tos 
called a "iaster")-A$ a' qoowm|jofary bbsetter dtsalhcdk: "Tkese 
stipe tfee most pifaamve ktini of contnviiK*f^ 
jrt l.iiLiIjj pluei. ud or tmtht 1m ir. dumenr. lljfci/rd mi&i Mj: 
■ape*, iad in that* i5ir quuu a- Lnuhed by ™> large har? ncain 
iiitafgnJ rcuuJ iad iiwfid bf i mult tummed id i hcciicauJ bum. 
il> u HilLi ibey jrt ilea j[i«dieii b 

KridnJgk vil'«f M.-3I ilrfd ifl I lit JrTJI.VJ " pic" IO PJm grULind 

i|itt mm i rarh Ita-ip- mini -ThiIlI Lhni *iirkril in vhi 1 linrn inii3 
UKnxfcjcinft mmun into dir EtOTTi Whm -linr gn im wrir nttji- 

rkd d" llw rnbflHSr nf nir:. i_iv jnrl f^fcl i ln> iir.j.*Mii: ™ ^Jl dllu 

a i near jnd d mNrd The mmurp 'I'm hr uwi| afjian 

lUmaJd Miller ltun thai rti Ihc itpcntr erf a fltotf . ffurn ulis 
rune mmrn ■vuldvqurcn: chr ajnzJffvm rhnnif li indM fcni, The 
□KficLiry tpouIJ put dumifii ibe fabric bus ibe Rrld would rvn 
TbiipnnicE, Miller jpcmlaicd. *u rhr reuw hx maor aid rrun- 
nt- bcinR named mc "Dihr Sock" Frcrm Milln, /H#n?. and 

ini-m die con rerTYporarT 

jvaiMA r f itfipirmf * r xa Crtfr/nuu Jaterwji af AbtusjmJ 
£t Flh Ocidbtr ]*4'/ This luppkroeoh emaleil ISf EifpfawtM 
Jit} W It, iru luwnbicd bv FJiuhnh L EpuhucT, fcr the Cdifnr 
iili Diiikjun Lf M:nn Tilt Link buiAlci. M-.:h iiuim. Jiiseuiu: jIIui- 
ictiirfii Ilu print ihrctiph a fe» eeuaun or two io- shm itmiand 



started again with another quarter-ton of taiHngs. De- 
pending on the richness cf the hatches, this process 
was leept up for quite a number df days bdfere the 
amalgam of mercury and gold Was dug out of the 
enmces and separated. Gold usually was melted into 
bars or ingots, the mercury collected for use again. 10 

Modem estimates doubt that even strong men and 
strong burros could maintain a ton-a-day pace cf oper- 
ations in those early days* bdfere steam engm^ and 
larger arrastras appeared on the seene. And if $100 per 
ton was a good tetum in ibt Twentynine Ealms region, 
a yield considered " tod'* had to be a judgment call. 
William (^rmain* who had filed on a dainj in 1872, 
sold out in 1876 to a John Dote for *'2 5 dollars cash 
and one white-faced horse valued at 20 dollars" 11 

This e^rfy mining flurry in the Twentynine Palms 
itgjton subsided by 1885* and the oasis region was com- 
pararively quiet and inactive sgain, 13 prtams of gold 
hunt^s $pmg eternal, though, and ruining continued 
at Dale* east ol *&wiyniiie fialms* and in other regions 
a day or two away by freight wagon. Marginal mining 
in the aiea c*KitinueC off and on* into modem times. 
In the 1970s and B8s< after gold dwuefthip again be- 
came legal for US. citizens and gold prices for a time 
to{^>cd $800 an ounce, major milling operations 
returned to the region, using methods more sophisti- 
cated than the arr&ftv* 

Despite all of these visits of the white man, some 
Indians remained around the oasis ou iuto the first 
decade or so of the 1900s, but most drifted doser to 
the growing population centers of the San Gorgonio 
Pass region where some work was available— mostly 
on l^ms, ranches, and in orchards. There Glara Thie, 
si^>e^ntendent of the Banning Ihdkn Agerxy, tan ap- 
parently efficient and compassionate reservation pro- 
grams. She served in that role ftom l90S to 1910, and 
smj have been the fitst Indian Service employee to 
visit Tfenjynine Paints, 13 She is credited with begin- 
ning official records and reports of Ihdiao life and oc- 
cupation of the oasis, and she tried to sort out the 
ctoas and counter-claims on the grounding lands. 
Although the Indian Commissioner had reserved the 
oasis tract for the Indians on 16 September I89l r 
Southern Pacific Sailrcad claims, and those of others, 
appeared to encrosBch. 

Clara Thie and One of hef associates at die Agency 
in Boning, William E JohjKOh, in July of 1908 filed 
claims on land in the pea, to ensure that the Indians 
were not edged out of their homesite. These proba- 
bly were mining claims, which mcluded water rights, 
and die superintendent obviously was trying to help 
die Indians protect their rights to their traditional 



MkJiftf Carpi Au Gfniund Combii i'jrnem, Ibrtii-nnnr- l*k£jin 
A wmmbrr vf primitive Intfun fterntxfjfl&i, JS lAtit. m fQk*J /Art** j>Acui/ tie Rut Trui 
jW ftju/; FA>u trtinmg JWJj tif fJte M*rt'#* Corpi Ait GjTjjuW CuM&Jf Cexttt. 



land. She and Johnson signed o*cr their claims to the 
Indians, as had been their intent from the beginning, 
ftuc ii <™ co no ava_il. Such efforts #ue Ciafa. True tired 
The *uigr of Manifac Desuny was not ct> be denied. 
Thiidriw -nf [he white man, plus Lht intaJiiuLUi Wil 
Ik Boy episode of W, hastened lire e-wxlus «f chc 
California Indjjiu frnm iht uoiii ai Twnivnsnr PaJn-n 

the manfauDi far mutdrrre Willie Boy, a Pamir In- 
dian from iOUlhtfmc d-rvcri reginm. has been muih 
gJimoniecd k HaJt> Llwkmi in hs- firnonal ACitfum 

'tide flay.- ^ Dajrftf Afj7iAji*r/ (Rait™ blind, Califisf- 
nia: Parana Pre**. 19*0). and by rbe ftobrn Redtord- 
H^ben BUkc cikmc, fr/j r Jf'^ /te> jj 

(Universal, ipfip), bawd on thr UwTon book." Arm- 
ally, die epiiodc wai a wirrlid and primy affair. Ap- 
parently ds-uciic, Willie &.jk muidrird the leadec of the 
Tweniyninc FuJiti* Indiana at a ranch near flannirifl, 
and then no off M-uti ihii leader's daughter, fleeing 
into [he rujtttcd dtant terrain <jf rhe northern mm of 
ihe Moronjjo BiuirL" 

FtaKS frcim troth Sin Bernardjno and Ri-wntdr 



ii-- pen of VrJlir Biif KitberiH* luu- fibpetl ihr kudnaKKnd ti'-l 
»ewj Suaan Girt, die winvatiwi niperimeniifi.! i l.u i_: 



counties, supervised by Riverside County Sheriff Rank 
Wilson, finally found Willie Boy after he had killed 
che rlH and. a sbon [ime liter, himself Jn alt, thr 
ihasc- lasted 11 days and cotrad some 50ft to &0O mi les 
tfl. aiound, and across the Morongo basin, paiwnj; 
through the Twcntyninr Films oasis rrfjjon oner, 
htawfiapcfi in Sin Bemaidifko and Riverside flaw the 
v-Li'k u.1 1 ujr rashej Lurid t.tfh-erafie. Account of the day 
iiHTCiied ckMluII* c;-1 jn Iridufi u^imi^, [o be led by 
WiJiix EVr? from bases in Arizona Territory, and sto- 
rm m tried iu imply that Pjtsiden[ WiUum Hmaxd 
Tile, then tuurin^ CaJifornia, somehiw rndaj3- 
^e[td by this tcouhk.** Lkwton. And liter, thr nvi^ir, 
mined die episode into "the last great nunhunr of 
Lhr 03d West." 



■*QritiMn , + buoudl rrlied upon cwiEenpararf oewip*per u- 
-ldubd. raTiriil "afiei mcodo" irpora. uvd urn mm wnk il luu 
-nnt rtrtmbcr of the pout Tb* dccmMiE ii ppjtupi rfit nun m- 
lunikd ud roaighifafwud idliof nMb* uk, u cfMJcdf *-niih 
appinrnrlv am oar for ito -dnmiiK jnjl-n*!- a rrwirr ind man 
pnD «di u*rr iht poor Indian 1 * nail. ErKkjcm. l fcxnxi .Mtiuit 
C-nrpf oBvn who once nwd jj Twrnrpiuic PaJrm. nuoifB the 
^ap.Brnnajdjnrj Counrt Braixh Librarr in Yucti ViJIrY. Ife udbuh 
and liaw JupJ in Twenn-nine Palm* fa i number uf yttn, 
Mtp EcickHfi nuaiifcs ihE Itliran. biamSi in Twcn^Tiinc Palnu 



But the pjoly things ehdiangered *et* the reseda* 
tioh lands in Twtutyninc Palms, ah4 the e^-hand^d 
policies of Clara Thie. She was fibred to resign* Area 
m^t$ r mmts, and railroad offidids beUa?ed dic iMas 
too strict in Immte^retarioa^the agtos df the fa- 
dians and of the boundaries assigned to ttieir lands. 

Most of the remaining Indians began to drift away 
from the oasis at Twentynine Palms. A warranty deed 
iSatted $1 July $11 ishm^d title to the TS^tynihe 
Pahra Reservation from the Southern Pacific Railroad 
to the United States. The following year, only five 



small families remained at the oasis, and in 1913, the 
last of irhese probably left, because the federal govern- 
ment in that year revoked Indiari ^er rights because 
of non-residency?* 

Still distant, soli well off the beaten path, Tfoenty- 
nine Palms nonetheless was on the map. A new breed 
of adventurer and prospector had arrived oh the scene. 
Pioneer cattlemen began to scratch up "tanks" of 
adobe and rocks to catch precious tain along Paulino 
tSfeavcjr^s old t&std. In Twentytjine Palms more and 
niote pe<^ we^ Rowing up— Oil purpose. 



CHAPTER 2 

The Community 



Although die early gold millMg activity near the 
Twentynine Palms oasis had moved amy jw 1883, 
prospectors still scouted the countryside, and some im- 
portant new finds were made a few miles east of the 
oasis. By that time, a prospector named Ida Curtis had 
found placer gold in erosion cuts some 15 to 20 miles 
raw of the old Indian camps. Others made addition- 
al finds, and soon a well was put down at a dry lake 
site for an arrastra which began to miH for miners who 
arrived on the scene. The community of Dale, and 
later another called New Dale, grew up in these areas 
near the present Twentynine Palms highway Although 
apparently quite small, these communities passed for 
boom towns of the "gold rush" in the early days in 
this region. A sketch map of New Dak in Ronald Dean 
Miller's book shows two saloons and a red light dis- 
trict. 1 A California State Mine Bureau report of 1896 
lists several gold mines in the region. 

As gold mining operations in the late 1800s and 
die early 1900s became more ambitious and sophisti- 
cated, so the dreams and failures became larger. Hazel 
M. Spell, who came to Twentynine Balms in the 1920s 
and later married a former miner, $ays in her book, 
The Twentynine Palms Story, that her observations in 
this region and her research never turned unauthen- 
tic records of anyone having made substantial fortunes 
from these early ventures*** She adds that later, un- 
scrupulous promoters probably made much mole 
money selling worthless gold mine stock than did any 
of the mining operations. A miner from die 1911-16 
period told her, fl well, we didn't make much— maybe 
fifteen or twenty thousand dollars all told**'; and this 
from a rather efficient operation for this lata: period* 3 

later maps of the mining districts around Twenty- 
nine Pfcdim indkate, to die east, southeast* and south 
of Dale, districts with such names as Monte Negtas, 
Eagle Mountain, and Cottonwood. Closer to Twenty- 
nine Palms was the old mining district around die oa- 
sis, called the Twentynine Palms District. South of that, 
into what is now the Joshua Tree National Monument 
lands near the border between San Bernardino and 
Riverside Counties, were the Washington Mining Dis- 
trict and the Gold Park District. South and a bit west 
of the Gold Park was the Pinon District, and then 



northwest of that some mines with such colorful names 
as the lost Horse, the Desert Queen, and the Gypsy 
Queen. North of die sprawling acres of the present 
Marine Corps base, and south of the small town of 
Ludlow, where old Route 66 formerly went by in days 
before and after World War II, gold and copper mines 
of Camp fiochester reportedly produced some of the 
best returns of this desert region. Other smaller mines, 
now long forgotten, dotted areas of what is now the 
Marine base. 

While these mining districts spread considerable 
difBcult miles from Twenty nine Palms, the little com- 
munity beside the oasis continued to grow only very 
slowly. Wagons with freight for the mines came from 
Banning in the San Gorgonio Pass eastward up the 
Morongo grade into the high basin, past Warren Well 
(site of the present village of Yucca Valley)* and 
through Twentynine Palms to the Dale district. 
Another route came down from the north, generally 
along what is now the Am boy Road; and still another 
route, serving the mining districts south of Dale, came 
up from Mecca (in the Coachella Valley near the Sal- 
ton Sea). And while Dale and some of the other min- 
ing camps were livelier than Twentynine Palms, the 
latter's oasis remained a major magnet for the entire 
area. 

At the turn of the century, most Cahfemia cities 
near the coast still were quite small, but from the start 
dwellers in this new state* so recendy won from Mexi- 
co, and so cjuickly thereafter inspired and dazzled by 
a gold rush, were incurable explorers and lookers. The 
mines, and even Just the desert, attracted dreamers 
after gold, prospective setders, sightseers, and later- 
day frontiersmen dreaming who knows how many var- 
ieties of the "what if* dreams which spread Ameri- 
can^ front sea to shining sea. 

A latter-day frontier— that ? swl^ , ^en^niDe ftilms 
became. This s^oaU basin of remote desert, off the 
beaten track, became a throwback to a period long 
since gone elsewhere In the United States. Ibr gold, 
for adventure, for health, for curiosity, for privacy, the 
settlers began to dribble in. It was a wonder of deso- 
lation, this land —scorched by a relentless sun glaring 
through air so pure it could not stop the day's heat 
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Niiiixtii Pari Senu Fhurci 



aaV *ofi /A* Gfmmrf C&m&#f Crater rtejr&y Jatikst* 7w Natiumrf Mimuwtnt. 



and tould noi Mop the hen's esripc »c ntgh: Then 

•: hr li mi I lo- >ky shone *3th 5L1T1 which SCTITied IE? aruh 

ill the way hank home to e-jjrern cujes, and ycc on 
i^in mrriwafd lo those |ro* ijir pJiccs by [he Pacif- 
ic;. Onr r«uW imagine, both pairs- of the eanh encom- 
passed by that rancipy nFipaikling wonder. Thcce wrre 
wjnd*. new and ihrn, -whidi put d^t in lungs and 
£eel in cooking gen ar| d kirchen Urdetv Thete were 
cold mnds in wimer. and frn*". and rum- a.nd ihen 
mow. Thece were flash flood* caps hi* nf intfryiflfi iwy 
j Lamp sue, a feeble deserr road, or even ?hr fnundj- 
tinn 41F aja ambitious- hume But for many peiwru wh** 
stayed, krpc uominj; bjL.k. a tLtanfie and wondious 
lhang happened. Good heaJili happened. Oik could 
fcd brnff in chc dcwfi. Healthy persons noticed it. 
And. nfcen. fchw wir.li iEL health noted marked j im- 
provement in thnr well-being- These west [he ye us 
iihubdTrutmis. asrhma. all $om of prohkmi nf lung 
congestion brought out of rh* pl*x*<rfihe indus-tnal 
revolution in Europe and the ewtrffl LJncted Stales. 
Then, people sought out deseru io find new health 
fnt ihe-mwlvcior irteraben of theii families |\vidrm r 
indkaqrd sIlf»Iv a i i :■• and then wbh growing 1 
amjnixc — that htfe in thts basin around i hr old OjhW 
nf Man rxititrd unc of the better health -giving df « rr* 
of Alfwrica.. 



One nl tlx oily heaJih seeker* inTurniyninc Pjliiv- 
w» Bill Campbell, husband of Elizabeth W. Cmrcr 
CamphrJt whn fedh excellent jccofun.es of early dewrc 
life in hrr book. Tie Deirrf Uki Ham*. BiJE and Bee- 
ry Campbell arrived at ihr a-jsnin DtLcmbcr of \92A 
BjU'i Lunni had been darned b> eniisratd gas m 
France durtng *tirld WW I, and docmh in ihe east 
had sent him to wuihem California -flist, to the 
E^LiiLieni are*. But he did! not ihriir thcTr, ajid Betty 
*-j3 told by j doctor thai "1 had better rake turn to 
the dtttft if I hoped io sive him!~ 4 Mn. Ca-mphrJI 
doe* no4 uy who c]au dot tor *-Ji. and she givrs rhr 
iFtlfirTOinn that the icfeience io the desen «n 
gmrtaC* 

I hev wanderrd CcihIl f"ljLC to place, she lp h 

patently fur IQOX liific. *ith ai cent and Itfrht camp- 
ing gear in "an old around- hajsd Ftaofdin or, and » nh 



■Tbrtr KTtrta iJMk dfiubi ih* Jwdw ™ lama B Lm±jr. 
vKccn "r shfll rtpri pJhi ■■ Iiic Ium in iha chap^rr. and ihaL hr 
^Knfkd f^rrnniTir rVlftt^ te^ Cunpbedl fcH mn with ikmini 
mrfonc u □« rime or nrctal - it* ludinf As Uther who puc her 
un stink.* ihii ihe aa.w up bn mrnrnlafltt *fcf« ratnicdl &ilL 
El,, ifce man im ibv her tank Bern M fiiJIm nut Ifc Luciue. 
■Jul lie !■■ mer.iia-rtij in iht *i"rk »H Hrlm ftjglef ifiw 
iJihj ituH ii linilc daubi irsac dir Campbrlli |i*d JikithJ eh 
Ibmiyi -PaliTU, uuJ Dc Ludur 



9 



urSjq .iiiuniuuj^ pi ■ iii7iuj|LU5 pjEFUTtfju s*jj 

-JtMJQUJ U3||* qvnq-niu £H jjq IhiSQCfLUP mjJjn 1 1 

, m fcjDl 'pwtd ruiipD] fo uiii^u 
Suiif r^-MJu ^i>l:|nr nurvH ifJK?.h|fiuis«P'-" hjlih| 

f l>_|L -_|Li» yCkliidwijJ Tumi'' lirrnr^i Hk,, | Slir-Uli* j f 'UC aim 

iCif ram ijJhwnfi Iim p J iraia w>] iinn jaf iuihJt jipi 

OL JUJti J|ilulil iirwilf ItJTTCidjM riEJL U |Jj.HJ "XJIJ lfiei 

]E xjL is pnro il^nfF nru ju Jiflu hnutji ijiif] 

pjfUJf J{|3ijftjf paurcm 
me 3Lp pur (Kfutr Suiuiuj giqi pjuuiqj jjjLj.nj^p aw3 



F*ij3iq h> wnnp 4mi]iLLi quifi. Suiinjii j jt^ pfjnft 
wijra dn p^-Kid 4]ia.iuc iuiuiLD iiitns qJfnoqijv 

r.iiu|^| wniAivMj fp H*ui p| a uo paqniu 
Jj*|d wi ic jqam jui 1 1-, ■ ni_kU iu«ii pnci dn m 'Juup 

■"I'rTpLrnniJril lim jJi u| ^irqi mm %m» u UJlJJft ipCH*lJI).lh3J 
J| |l J3fUn pjdtUEJ Jm. 'pmif pjjinpanqr mnnrjy -aip flin.rrp 
JJjpE EUttOTMLHp JHJE Af-Dfl, ptp* Jip unipj DipiB pumf la. 
W|M iiJJU LLMJp I 111 Jirrjwft jn *||| r 1.4 % n nj&TKUq Ufi 

|ii=e nut lUfUHLi i4§fiiui|: 3i^iisi.¥.| ipnj*. umHu. ul«|j 




with the 'liiiSg^rs"— with ptoble^ 
World W#I or ftom tuberculosis pf tbt pen^ 
But ir seems «fcar thai Bill GwtgheU ws$ oneof id*e 
c^y oriel LacaJ histerism Incite Weight states: 

We usually think of the founding of modem Twenrynioc 
Palms as caJbng place in 1926 or 1927 when the first notice- 
able influx of veterans took place here. However, the germ 
fijntahlh «^ i^cn: hi I v | ■ > And ooc or ihc wmutt iiu 
M H ^ni ^ IMii-II b brinp- the pwu. One m-orJ iuin 
itta Fajutkru Pmi 31. Amrrujn. LfjiuiL "wjrutd cu iijii 
i+ir umpoai in the dttcn id Uijr KM, irak JCipem hi itw 
'■.uriiiun prepiEtd fur ibe •. iiliirthlix'rr in &dli thHcurJ. mi 
ClXJIIIfc Elii-Jilifig ill ijlr | Iwf.iviimr Pjlmb| -i rvn I rlicfT 1 * 

Ruling the mm?' mi "In the eady »S20s" ars 
jphiasfcs used by eatff settler 3fael %efl in bet eseei* 
lent little b«^% Tmentynine Mdm^SM^ m ess* 
tafelish the earliest days of setd^nient for the safe of 
hefe^s, fii^l Mtk%& fa W2$* T^to^ft *StH ill 

A few daring homesteaders braved the winding sandy 
roads into the valley in search of new home sites. This took 
real courage, as, aside from the few miners and prospect ocs 
hinirap uru ihmr j^M^ul^™ ki Appeal mi h* 

lttmp«nifer ,rii 

And whe^ frat^: tod Helen p^lcy aitiveci m stay, in 
the fill of 1927 with their tb*# $ituil Sons; Helen 
Bagley wrote: 

There was not even a mile of straight road- More^potv 
rant, there was a© school, post office,; or store. The Gold 
Park Hotel, then east of the Oasis of Mam, soid groceries 
^om its stock, when they could be spared, and ga^line^ to 
homesteaders who had "tun outf Ko grouj* of buil$iif£ 
could Ibe calkd a Tallage. A population of from fifty ^one 
hufldtcd persons was scatter frcm Ync^a \frlley to the Bate 
mjqktg district, m£ frost the ; &p kte {present Maruiebase 
mainslde] to the Oasis- tk^ms^^^^^^m 
Valley and a §em prosppectors in the hills Most of the s^t> 
tier* were homesteaders, anct many ^thon m& y0m*&$ 
of World %i L. it was a %osit^:if!!tt^Qfttlf ^ 

U$t& th^a&hpugb she no 
rel with Hclca B^i^ descjijptipn of the two when 
tteB^f^anh^tC Itmighrfeewett^ 
the <5ofci Mk Hotel mm&& post office fmm^bmt 

their a-building. Ths Gqlct t^k dti a httoitrh 
fcary to the Rowing ^ring, 



*h might ako be noted here that in the early 19W>$, a new county 
building wxs bulk some miles east of "rwectynine Palms, a sign that 
nwnufulitAfi mvs an ir«piH| ikMlp miii ifie Mutnn^is hun. 

"Sbc Tnncril i"> hn "muhinn iu ipjurjl" -Kr w«* 

■'™efn 4 thpmr ll.rf btrier heilih" llnj m-mhh rin Jmlhh «u. il- 

in all vhai Hiidtl .ij- brer wnh lirr i, hildhrit 



Wh) 1 was che contmunicj sc* spread aiic/ tn addi- 
tion to General Bud Schmid's later obsemtton that 
desert dwellers sought plenty of space, Wee the creo- 
sote bush, and that wifo®iy m§ ths hfmm <&q® pkt 
dime m the desen m ^ mg^xm^ them wis the xRaia 
ftct rfhcriafesreadii^™ a homestead in thcisc days had 
to be a q0^et^$ectioii df Iwd— 160 acres, The fi^e- 
a^J^w^^ 4l3 ftipt cpint t^itiji ma^ lij*r. "J?»ck- 
taJSbit* 1 hotsM^eads they wrc qjtl)^ by w re^*' 
hoitii^«eadferst i and they were to some extent thiqgs 
of di^ Ckeat D^e^feii. % old dmets, who had to 
serve total residency requirements on their quarter sec- 
tions as opposed to weekending which the "jackrab- 
bits" could get by with, these newcomers looked a bit 
like hothouse plants brought out ftom the big cities, 

And why wa* thttc a Gh?IJ f u jxk Huiei if, h HcJen 
Bagley reports, there were maybe only 50 to 100 set- 
tlers in all of the Morongo Basin to the Dale Mining 

X>im&$i 2nd *m panp of biuldi^n eould be called 
$ vi^gi*? In 1995 Hdea jsald: mainly ibr the miners 
w4 ih$ Imgh&m s@me toadlts ^plating the 
desert— and §om^ of thenj were health-s#ket?, to$. 
Helen recalled (hat back in 1927 her moth?!* #©ja liv- 
ing in Qr^on, sent some m^mey to brighten their first 
C jircsrm a* in Twefttynifte Balms, "h wu a five doJJar 
bill," Hfeleri said- Sh^ and Rank used the mofief to 
treat Aemselves and their duee sons to Christmas din- 
ner at the Gold Park Hotel. She $aid she did not 
remember the entire menu, but it stayed in her i^iad 
that th<& table was bright with red candles, md that 
they had red Jello. 

hmorian Uxdte Weight repots thaet E. B F 
f^i^mm st^d buM^ ^ *3«rfd Baric in WH, ft 
was ea^t frf djfe oasi$, aerois fioi?a the present visitors' 
Natiwal Monument It was a one-story 
game suuenwei flsuifed by mm wMw wh^e #0$ 
could s^y. the lar^erbtdbfing Iniused thetie^ran^ 
and a *"0mm^n*' sp%m which could %m as a lobby 
of lotirig^ xmnx, tapr* the Gbld Patk m^med wm- 



***In the early days, settlers in Twenty nine Palms used the term 
"going inside" rot making the journey back to "civilisation" along 
the coast. Much later, Marines on the base would speak of "getting 
the browns" (as opposed to "getting the blues'*) and needing to 
"go down below" to bright specs of supermarket*, department stores, 
and otbci liberty attractions. Bud Schmid said that in 19)2 and 
Ml_m«tictflwerwimiro: Pilmfcihll >ih i In- !unn t>-M=-in a=i:| 
iIih hr ivtd hr* rarroly i+ir" rwrelrd iti rireic hi limi rur^m iin 
Hemet to replenish their larders tn those early days before an ade- 
quate commissary was established Still later, "going down below" 
became described by a Marine-mremed verb, "to swoop." This was 
mastfy a vernacular of the liberty-bound Manoe, as in: 'Tro swooping 
this weekend," or, 4 if vou're going to swoop, can I bom a ride? 11 



*ard and became the present Twentynine Palms Inn, 
a complex which remains, friendly and quaint, to re- 
mind all comers that the pioneer period of this niche 
of desert was not so wry long ago, 

On the Fourth of July l%% when population on 
the Marine Base was beginning to thin down because 
of units heading &>t that pew w ia Vietnam, an old 
veteran of^oddWyrl looked at the Twentynine Palms 
folks assembled to dedicate the community's Lutkie 
Park, and claimed for himself and others of his peers, 
the B.A, degree* because %e can&^ 
thing," Thm tfa* WHIfcmJ. TJndeduU; who a fe^ yeaxs 
after his M BA W days brought die fi^ linotype machine 
into the high desert to found The Desert Trail* the 
community's first legal newspaper. 

BiH Underbill had been among those many vete- 
rans, "back in the 2Qsf who - is they joked grimly to 
each other biter— came out to Twentynine Balms to 
die, and then spent some 50 or more mpstly very 
pleasant years getting around to it. The desert gave 
than those years, they beiieved. And the man they 



credited with finding them their desert and its new 
le^se on life for them was Dr. James B. Luckie. 

Before W&rld War I* Dr. luckie served a$ a resident 
physician at La Vina Sanitarium in Pasadena. Persons 
with consumption, asthma* and other lung problems, 
had been sent into the Southwest for a number of 
years. A dry; hot climate with deax air benefited most 
of them. Treatment for such patients, in then smog- 
free Pasadena, was the specialty of la Vina. During 
\5btld War I, Dr. Luetic served as an Army medical 
officer. He knew what inany of these n^ had suflfeied 
in Fiance during gas attars; and he was well aware 
that tuberculosis of the lungs—cwsumption— had 
spread considerably among servicemen billeted in close 
quarters during their military service. Many such af- 
flicted veterans began turning up in Pasadena after 
the wai, and Dr. luckie, along with an Amt^Can 
Legion post in that city, attacked their probleiias with 
with vigor and compassion. 

As has been noted, the precis dates of early set- 
tlers encouraged by Dr. Luckie and American JU^on 
ftjst 13 are not at hand, but it is clear that a very wide 



Willi#m B Keys, me tif the early tettkts of the high desert country, poses at bis Desert 
Queen Ranch House, now part of the j7? 9 0^stiiiftjfcm Tree National Monument 



aiea of tbe U0j^ mi (^0mm deserts were explored 
for such a settlement site by Dr. Luekie and the com- 
aiander of Pbst 13, Joe Davis, who himself suffered 
from mteraiiosk Finally, near the border between 
those two desert regions; 

0qc nigfe* they camped undo: the Twemynijie Films ijf 
the Oasis of Mara* III tbe montirjig tiicfck waflcect out 
into thrsuoghmc, The sdf apaddccL The ckvadoo was right. 
SummCT heat would be bc^abte, the wttt^mifcl Ike long 
basin* satftunded fcy botemcnirtaias, would 
late to anyone who had eyes fcr beauty of color and form 

. . . .. And in the vattey, a man could homestead a qaartcr- 
sectjafi of la^actd make a home— and peifaaps find values 
to heat the$|>irit while health returned. Dr, luckk began 
$q tell patient, "Go out m *fi^tynine Palms and fife on 
a homestead*'" 

Joe Davis (for whom d^isa stree t named taTfcen- 
tynioe Ratals) did file on a homestead, and came to 
Ifcentyotae Palms with a small caravan of cars loaded 
with the material to start Ms cabin. A short time later, 
his exposure to a des&t rata contributed to his get- 
ting pneumonia, and he died only a few months af- 
ter he had filed on die homestead. But in die 
meantime* his American Legion post had started a 
veterans' rest home in the area, and by the fall of 1928, 
there were enough veterans to create a Legion post of 
their own, put Post 334> 

Another I^ifionaire, Frank Mathys^ took over the 
homestead filing of Joe Davis, and improved oh it. 
Jn 1930, Mathys deeded 100 acies to the Legion post, 
Earlkfc Sill Campbell had given 46 acres of his 
homestead to Dr, Lnckie — cither because he was the 
doctor who 1924 v 
or for later services— and Dt Luckie, who made it a 
rule not to charge disabled veterans for his services, 
gave this land to die Legion post. All of this later be- 
came th0 Legion test home, post headquarters and 
later temporary school, comrnurrity hall, and— apor- 
turn of it— the pask which took Dr, Iwckie^ name to 
commemorate what he had done for thecommunity. 

Thetewete eaito settlers ta "Kroityntae ftlms than 
Dr. Lake's veterans, hi 1910, Ml Keys arriwd to mine 
and to found a ranch, a family, and a legend of pi^ 
Onc^rtag which stjH is tailed atout in ^mtyntae 
Palms and at the crumbling site of his ranch house 
ta what is now the National Monument* 



'Hrfea Jh*ky u& ./fiJl Rqi m hip S—ftm Jij IAm . An Kid- 
*rll m fi i i i i i e- i \i\ jI PaJk tuifct u ilit MudurKHii ud nov 

* llzJIIiri^kj-l. hrulrn Hi .inria i£, KW i/fr-r ri/jkij 1 IEtemu. PL- 
mVTd FyhLnhjIift Li . IT7'N 1A ttiC-llrJll JuLLrtMIL cf i dfllDUK epi 

ude in Keys' Uitr mi, tuti tiii itn^ iuia rfEbft* whu± uhimudp 
t Geared hk nune and Irced him from, j serarrHP for muuliuEtari. 
.lflr^*jA cm he fcuod in ibc T ^t ui Ti u ne Pilma hbnrr 



Hie Donnells, Norman and Betnice, arrived in 
1922, as did George and Mildred Mfchefe. Donnell 
Hill, at the west edge cf "downtown" Tfeentynine 
Palms, is named for Norm Donnell; and Robert 
Mkfaek, a brother of Geoige, has lived with his wife 
Beubh on the Michels^ homestead in l^entynine 
ROnis into the mid-1980s. In 1923, Williain Q, Smith 
and bis younger brother, Harry, hqmesteaded; later, 
Bill Smith developed die Smith's Ranch complex on 
Adobe Road, A huge building there, first a roller- 
skating rink, later was used by Marines ta the early 
1950s as a gymnasium for physical training, and for 
Special Sendees events. A drive-in theater— open 
air— remained an active part of the complex into 
modern times. Also ta 1923, David and Anna Poste 
arrived to attempt a revival of the Virginia Dale mine, 
had mon^ and legal problems, left* but came back 
later to become impotent persons in the communi- 
ty. Dave Poste became justice of die peace, for many 
terms in that role, and bodi "manned** the first tele- 
phone exchange ta their home in 'Ewentyntae 
Palms. 1Si ** 

On die fifth of July 1965, Ff?mk and Helen Bagley 
took Dr. Luckic and his daughter, Susan iloore, "for 
a picnic ta die desert mountains where yuccas were 
blooming gloriously** 13 Helen reports that the doctor 
was then "an old man with a bad heart.'' He was to 
die a shott rime later. But on diat day Dr, La«^ saii 
**if they should ever want to put a monument to me 
in the park; t hope it will be a simple boulder with 
these lines: "Here fir from noise and turmoil may 
brotherly love prevaa^^ Then Hekn clc^es that th^p- 
ter with these words: 

Nnor and ttrafint Pftan flip siiys jfihe Enr invn mm- 
mp whm triple |i*rk#iJ ihty Lin id i -cikIf and «r m 
ruraiinR Kp-nji. rUrtr hui tttti\ iujh md airmail. Bui ibcnr 
hu been Jm mi >S*"\ I ibiirik crid, bjs previiled, 1 * 

So il took the disabled veterans of World War I— 
the "litagets^to Mpw Dr/^ star into the desert 
and found a centet td the community. Peri^tps they 
did not come to the desert to get orgamzedr eidier, 
but cooperation became a necessity for those weakened 
men, most of whom had tncomes of less than $100 
a montib. Thus, in a remote desert where <me could 
sot^cely arrive by acdidoit, "a>mmitaity" really arrived 
that way 



LuuJii L/dinr tuif days- in fWcniTiiiu Palnu, in her chapter dr>« Eii 
Lu Daw jumI Aneu ftwee. 



CHAPTER 3 

Condor Field 



If organization and "government" for the commu- 
nity of Twcfltyninc Palms began with the formation 
of the American Legion post at Dr. Luckies "health 
camp'* in the fell of 1928, most of the refinements of 
modem dvuusation still were a long way off. As one 
old settler has said, the Wall Street crash a year later, 
and the Great Depression which followed in the 1930s 
hardly changed anything in Iwcntynine Palms. If the 
entire nation got badly down at die heel in the Depres- 
sion, most dwellers in Twentynine Palms just started 
practicing a bit earlier for this sort of life* Population 
did increase slowly, however, as the Depression drove 
some from die cotes into the desert where they hoped 
to live more economically on a jackrabbit homestead, 
or by trying their luck with a small gold-mining 
operation. 

To report on die slow arrival of the niceties of civili- 
sation, William J. Underbill, who had been an early 
homesteader (in 1928) with friend Les Earenfight, 
brought his linotype machine into Twentynine Palms 
and in April of 1935 founded The Desert Trail, first 
local newspaper authorized to accept legal advertis- 
ing. Bill Underbill, who later was to claim for himself 
and bis Legion friends the "RA, dc&tee" because they 
were in Twentynine Palms '"Before Anything" was for 
yeais a familiar sight in the town, taking notes on enve- 
lopes and other scraps of paper, and transposing them 
later into news stories and features directly into hot 
type at his linotyped 

Until 1936, the way in remained desert roads- 
rutted tracks in the decomposed granite "sand" with 
numerous rocks and an intermixed natural content of 
adobe providing what firmness there was. that year, 
Sao. Bernardino County road department workeis oiled 
thefim 20 miUatfTS^tynine Palms 'lu^^y*' from 
Whitewater eastward. Not yet the later "de$ert tnbf 
which created almost an asphalt or "blacktop" road, 
this oil merely helped lay die dust, and assisted the 
natural adobe in holding the surface together a bit 

*UEk4tf hill 4 mffttl *4 VCkr J, u.U hn r^^f-n m 
and thereafter there other changes before the paper came un- 
der its present ownership as part of a nationwide chain. QlddincES 
mv the paper neter was as moch fun after 331 Undexfaill wlij it. 
Underbill remained a loved and respected resident of IWentvnine 
Palnu umJ h'u Jwch iJi luiiuuf LS&i. u dv ife id 14 



better, Tfcenty miles got the road up the Morongo 
Grade, and to the first plateau of the high desert of 
the Morongo Basin, Still ahead to the east was die next 
long grade, up to what is now Ylicca Afidley. Oil on 
this surface, and then the firmer desert mix did not 
come along until a few years later. In 1^52, when Ma- 
rines first canie to open the base, the blacktop road 
still was but twp lanes, and it stopped at Twentynine 
Palms. It was not until 1959 that hard surface moved 
eastward beyond Twentynine Balms and the old Dale 
mining community to the Colorado River. Now four- 
kned all the way ftoin MO at Whitewater to Twenty- 
nine Palms, the blacktop remains only two lanes on 
east to the rivet But this does not beep it fiom being 
a weekend and holiday tacecwrsefor recreational ve- 
hicles (RV$) and boat pullets streaking to and from 
the river. 

Improved roads always are a mhced blessing for pi- 
oneers since roads often bring an unwanted rush of 
"civilization^ and such was the case for Twentynine 
Palms. Yet some of the "problems" caused by the im- 
proved roads also brought the community a new 
neighbor, the quiet giant of the Joshua TJee National 
Monument which sprawls along most of the south 
edge of the Morongo Basin. This is the National fork 
Service's huge ^island" of conservation in a desert 
which always looked a bit worthless and lacking in 
churns for its own life and survival to rather a lot of 
thoughtless aud unscrupulous sightseer and other ex- 
ploiters. Bora time, as better roads and automobiles 
allowed more and more people to esplote what in their 
view was die land nobody owned, it appeared most 
desert plants, including esodc cacti, might be uproot- 
ed and taken to desert gardens then becoming all the 
rage in the growing cities and suburbs down toward 
the ficifk. 

Primary champion for the formation of the National 
Bark Service conservation area which became the 
Joshua Ttee National Monument was Mrs, Albert Sher- 
man Hoyt — for whom there k a street named in Twen- 
r)mrir [Vim*- After gencetl upbnngmg in ihe mkhi 
of her plantation family in Mississippi in the days of 
the Civil War and later, she maided a "wealthy New 
M>tk surgeon and moved to California in the late 



After ^rld V^r I, dicing whkh J&e ipst ^Jbofaht 
son and later her husband, Minerva Hgyt explored and 
became interested in the Calfeak desert To publi- 
cise the flight of the desert at the hands of thought- 
less collectors, she staged desert plant exhibits inife* 
Sorfc and England, as well as in the American ^vest. 
In 1930, she formed the Imernational Deserts Gpn- 
semtion League, and through it began to put fbcus 
to her plan to have the National Bark Service create 
a desert palfc in southern California. Hie New Deal 
and conservation work projects of President Raiiklio 

D. Roosevelt brought about conditions irfaieh lapsed 
the creation rfthej^ua^ee Nation^ Monument 
on 10 August 1936* by Presidential proclamation. 

Tfac 2$m contained z0t0ym^m\f 825,000 acres; 
Twentynioe Palms donated land around the old oasis 
for park headquarters; and in the foil ef 194$, James 

E. Cole came down from the National Fark at %se- 
mife tip b^pmt first ^pewtend^toftte^i^dji^ 
desert ofje^ya The region, ^th jt|5t a 
few campgrounds and pienk areas, remains essential- 
ly an unspoiled and trackless desert preserve popular 
with Marines on duty at the base & relation, hik* 
iti& and climbing country, for those Marine^ noj 
familiar with the d£se*t and Ac American West the 
National Monument provides a wonder of new ex- 
periences. 

The Joshua tree— actually a member of the lily& 
rnily arid not a **ugf of the annual-grow th-ring 
#pe— got its name, probably, from eaily Mormons in 
the American W&u They thought, so the story goes, 
that the plant ^at least die young ones with two 
arms— resembled the biblical jo#u>a, imploring the 
heavens. Older Joshua frees can gr®w t$ 10 t 20, or 
more feet tall with a magnificent spread ofspiky* eon- 
totted limbs. 

Creation of the Joshua Tiee National Monument, 
unproved surface jfer the Morongo grade, suid then- 
chanticleer of progress ^ cs^aaded telephone service 
at Twentyninc ftdmsy made the year 1936 a banner 
one, indeed. While in Europe Mitler and Mussolini 
signed their Berlin-Rome Aatis alliance, and in the Kit 
East Japan continued to stir troubled waters along the 



■"Tbr Jmhui Tree Nnoml Mcr.iimi.ni am i* CiMnrnu iltten 
■LiHjmuy rcptEiencuiw tri to da iJk Cdcndu md Mojive ducra. 
mhh h merge wichi/i nt bourudjiiet Ei u rjrpkil of [km pcinixhci c£ 

Lilt lartetl hrgujri ct ihd |fUjlluM=U khimi!, u I he &ujn JeJ fbilfr 

PftpniKt h ■ 1 Im twx\M\. d bp gttvl tfubftpnJ ifflttKlt. Tk relief 
nt lbr wra n di*c ip nmunr fci|«Lk l^uhinp «hi;h Ijrjpr «n - 
riurn-ct rJircinh'icruin liiw bcrn bn+rn lilird. and miril Thr 

urn prwkkniA.rriihi.rni jrnrrk: hraiin' '<fJrerm. Hf)f*'-^'M R/x.wrrt 



C&iha Coast, reseats ofT^tyninePid^ with 
most other US* eitisens— continued to struggle out 
of the (Sreat Depression. But as has been noted* in 
Twentynioe iRalms, it was difficult to tell where the 
rub b£ pioneering left <0 mi chafing rf Depression 

there i^d hem but two toll phones in all <rf the 
community prior to 1936^- which was the case— this 
had been accepted as part of the fam of tbe matter. 
But no^ in thts historic year, early pioneer Frank 
Baglsy led the appeals which caused the 6alr%rn& 
^ter and leie^ane Company to start e^ancling die 
telephone service to businesses and homes* This is 
when the telephone exchange was set up in the home 
of Bavid and Anna B^fe. At first, the iswitchboard 
could hahdle fivt cptiptccrions. Dial pb^oe did not 
come £wg until 1953, when a new buildup ^ffent up 
to house the improved service. Until then* telephone 
users cranked fer central, and then asked for the con- 
necribn they wanted. 

It was at tiiis switchboard that early rjestdeOt Blandie 
Hlis one evening had to sit and efficiently ifollow 
through on her * 4 num^ please/* response to local 
phone calls while a man and wife brought in by Gon^ 
stable Pdiste because of % domestic squabble* and 
shackled to die Paste couch, pretty well shredded the 
clothing from each other in front of Blanche and her 
switchboard. Blanche also adds the following to the 
legend of the Joshua tree: she once heard a woman 
Of her acquaintance tell a newcomer to the dcjctt diat 
"the Joshua trees are ten thousand and ten yeats old. 1 ' 
"How can you be so precise?'* Blanche a^ked her later, 
**Beeause " ^id the amateur botany reporter; "when 
we came out here, somebody told us they were ten 
thousand years did, and we've been here ten years nowf 

in 193S c^me dhe US. Small %m Act, which 
provided for the five-acre M jackJabbit M hooaesteads and 
launched a "flood'* new claims which b^re long 
dotted the desert landscape with prc*e-up cabins. Old 
rimers considered these j^ething of a blight. Res- 
idency c^trir^enis wc^ more rejassd than had been 
the case when bedsteads amounted (usually) to a 
quarter section (a square half-mile measured from a 
section cctfner)** For claiming a small teact, o^» nocd 

■*hi i:nrtc t±ihu diff ibe liiim^iu - bfi^lc ee liaj uf ■ 

bcWiehLiIil I-jiL 111 live nil llir liiinlr-.lr j.J jl Iran mm iL^ilil lis 
a yrjr Itu ilurr jrah, unl lir lull |ih £Ejii«|dULi an iixlin iJilr lii:u.^r 
I" thr FirV Wli A *v„nlrl Wjii I n-jnan t-:ii.i!n1 WppAf tftlllrt 111! 

milirarp rlurji Timc wwd-ihr rru-irr-.T rnqiiin-rnfw Hrrm hslry 
ifuncci ruly KirJen b- rai-mp ihac Thr fpmnnxm bra tou L*6iJ 
mmt i4 lind ihac phi chi'i Itt on ti riircr ynn ^nhiivi vnri- 
Enfli w dnrh." Thr '.laimiLni ijfcm kn. HrScn rqwra dut nwn: thum? 
"h**! ^rcn hk-H rhrrr rirn- 5 . Srtv-.-r l^ins hiiiJIir paien^rd'' IIjti*' 
Jir .4| Jfor. p a □ -> I 
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i 'i 1 1 r build .1 cabin, and weekend use enough to 
qualify for fall jnd ftiaJ O* llWitup Bljfihl ■_■[ nuC I l ie 
NLknbbn rwt ca hgns tomrtbuted sojner.hinfl lopopu- 
litJuci icn w 3 h _Lnil ^imcihinj; lo the economy as well. 
A "HckkI" nf n™rnjncrs, ir seemed co many of chose 

Ann^hrr flood problem wjih which TwcDiyciiiK 
Wms Hm^cd from l^JD and mia the 1960s, bad 
cn da wnb dmn d[?*npoufi arid (nulling flash floods. 
Early fettki William E. HjcJv Jj_, rngtoeer-siirvtyM, 
pave bib- vcn-Kci to- flood control dLmng that ytajs . 
11 did Fd j.iiJc Bigley and other members of ihe iom- 
niuriLCii Ba.jflcy in [hose early day* was president of 
a proper cttfiets league, ind mosc effcra toncec- 
tnced UN tfrituaj bank loam and rLflhu of way fbrron- 
^juuiort uf flood tonuol channels.* 

Yci j utiird flood - a yipIjcht jniljKary one - begin 
<oform m Jr. wfuM bnnj; in end m rhe Great 



Depression for lit of Lhe Umied Scales, and would 
briny JuJ T-RTEiivruj^e Palms a\ new role as a she for a 
mil iraiy tfaininj; am. The infunoui Mururh Co nfer - 
ceu.it bad taixii pliue in Sepiettiber of WIS. iji rbc 
summcf uf 5 L ">MJ, Sudan ufirttd li non-agression pwr 

rnM-hani/cd fortes mcu FftldJid World War tl was mi- 

deftray Alihnufth PcnidetU RtKBCVcLt fcSSUed I pcOtLa- 

Hiaiion of nruiraliiy, ffvou U.S. cirizcru wh» 
icriic-mthcrrd Whs IJ TC-'u.i 3 kn™ ihit could noi l-w. 
]l didifi. A mrw Neucrahry Air pa*wd boih bouwi- 
lie iht U.5. Cuflgces* during November of 1939, bui 
a.|]uwcd ^.hTL ^ 'Wmr and geL if frr "rash cm ihr 
barttlhead 11 sjic uf war nucenata w ihe Alliw. 1 

"G^Kidb^r, dear, I'll be bark in a j-ttjc klrrd ihr 
popular i and hopeful) long of the day when, bwd 
on lhe V S. Selearve Seivice Trammfi Ai l d" Serprera- 
bcr I WO- young men began fejfLuenn^ for thi fir.ht 



"■In ilw <ui| ma - bdwc Enphinpi. u Elili UrvdntnU i«rm«d. 
ii -Twrnrnunen nudf chcir dvti fun and aluaritin SaAf lux 
a'i.--.' p j«.hcr > ■» .j'A Thoaiu M Incc w an culv ThlKvnod 
pipduccrh ie lid -of dit ttwmimn kcisiiy when nira- Lvmc mmbunfl 
inrsi the il«Mn. Thrr'd pn chnr HuIlEui^ cIuiit. Sillp wpf>- itkJ Kur- 



II- Hi l Il9alr|ii h\Kt whtK tiiff c n lj kl BIIl^ ihr fclpA^ (k=wJ* gD 
If. |fl ICUtC- itjli puues- HI tthrtr 71x3 JcnUaJ ihrffi PtnfTTS!- nulrd 
chil DridlHDC. A iDDlfalTl pwWtfTi #rtTUjrtiJl^ hji brtll ihil 1 J"lrtpin|! 

nujicucyiJt liilen^Hinx of them Mumipi iaji ofiUc iluiinrU -•■«■ 
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Numerous TG-2 gliders appear in line near the hangar at the Army Air Forces' glider 
training facility at Twentynine Palms, California, during the early years of World War It 



peacetime military conscription in the nation's histo- 
ry and were soon going off to military training camps. 
President Roosevelt in November was swept back into 
office for an unprecedented third term. The nation 
was ready to do its share. More aid to the Allies be- 
came possible in January 1941 with passage of the 
"lend-lease" bill, U.S. military forces, with their new 
"draftees " began locating and constructing new train- 
ing sites. In November 1941, Secretary of War Henry 
L. Stimson reached out and touched Twentynine 
Palms. He signed authority for the US. Army Air 
Corps to stan a glider training school on those old 
dead lakes north of Dr. Luckie's health camp, where 
the World War I veterans— and a growing number of 
others— were learning to live in good health beside 
the Oasis of Mara where you had to arrive on purpose, 
and stay with conviction. 

Ibr some time in Twentynine Palms there had been 
dreams of an airfield north of town. In spite of the 
fact that aviation had played a role in World War I, 
and that Frank Bagley and others had been a part of 
that war-time activity, flying had to struggle to find 
its niche ifber the war. The adventure it promised con- 
tinued to attract experimentation with new uses, 
i i' ■v.tvv r. and part of the Ciiriy Twentynine Palms 
idea— in 1937— was to show off the desert with air 
tours, since automobile tours had become popular as 
a means for city folks to see the quaint outback. The 
town Chamber of Commerce, sparked by Bagley, Earle 
H. Nicholes, and Colonel Henry L. "Watty" Watson, 
made application to the US. Department of Interior 



to lease a large tract of land north of town, at a site 
called Mesquite Dry Lake. Obstacles between lease and 
actual airfield were many. There was no road to the 
dry lake, no electricity, and no resources for meaning- 
ful construction * Flying enthusiasts hoped to get help 
from President Roosevelt's Works Projects Administra- 
tion (WPA) T but this was not forthcoming. By 1939, 
the plans for the flying field crumpled in for lack of 
wherewithal 

Next notion for the dry lake was land yachting and 
sailplaning— gliding. Early settler William B, Hatch, 
Jr., a water sports enthusiast in his pre-desert days, or- 
ganized a twentynine Palms Land \acht Club. Lucile 
Weight reports that approximately 100 persons attend- 
ed the first meeting, and that in following months 
many land yachters visited Mesquite Dry Lake with 
their wheeled "sailboats And, according to this same 
local historian, national gliding champion John Robin- 
son "brought his ship here and talked of the possibil- 
ities of a glider school " That was in November of 1941, 
and later that month, as we have seen, the Army Air 
forces got authority to establish just such a school in 
Twentynine Palms— a military glider school which 
would send airborne troops into World War II battle- 
fields. 

Earlier that year the Germans had given a grim new 

*A private entrepreneur, Leonard Wifcoff, brought in generators 
in 1938, and over the next year began stringing an electrical grid 
to homes and businesses from his gasoline-powered operation near 
lour Comers, which is at the intersection of Twentynine Palms High- 
way and Adobe Road. Except for a frw earlier private "light plants," 
this was the community's first electricity. 



significance to gliders by using them is their 20 May 
invasion of Cre te in the eastern Mediterranean. Ironi- 
cally, the Germans had pioneered the construction of 
glides and the development of military tactics for 
these motorics; aircraft lxciause of weapons restrictions 
imposed pn them in the post World Wat I Treaty of 
Versailles (191$% Gliders were economical (and for the 
Germans, legal) ah&amek German students at the 
ttoivetsity of Aachen in 1920 built a sporri&g glider— 
the Sdfovarzer Tku$U— which had teen designed by 
their profcsSOr, Dt Wolfgang Klempercr (inborn we 
shall tneet again). This Bl ack P$vil of the ^proved 
so sueeesrftd that craft of its design, abd others laser* 
inspired large-scale porting events throughout Ger- 
many amdspread gliding into many other countries, 
incktog the United State! to 192B and 1929— at 
srtimit the timt TNntpi&e BMro getting <mv 
ganized around its American Legion ouitpese— a few 
Gctmanpig& And 
it was a &mnm^ Wd£ Hirth, who in 1030 taugfct 
glider fins about thermal* andpaved the way for the 
wide-spread use of the Variometer which "reads" the 
thermals for the glider pilot.* 

Hxrth "discovered" thermals, according to the Soar- 
ing Society of America, in 1930 at the first US- Na^ 



♦ledMiiatlly, k a steady dm/mmd flight or glife and 

w&stheikst ap{>Jieation the "motorless al^^ 
byj qf^rjoajk romcd (fee ^prt into saaruigwbkh ^sttcs possible 
SttstaiiicJ Higfet ai a nit^QrJbts and hea^ A ther- 

mal is an updtaft of watm ait caused by the uneven beating of the 
car&Vsur&te b^u^it a&mzt by ten^«oss%in^K^ gttHimi cwet* 
ct*. A fdlot in a Hg&ler* ritfes a thermal upward fey ctrtfing or spiial- 
ing do ici Life: ihm when, ie plifn oui. cb« pita jrjiifea dnrrwird 
in ihc fcun-d dimcxm unril he Eiununien huh her dieraul wfitrfa 
can jh* Lira new iifi F« J jubtequeru jlide AJio, u ' -jpdnpt lift" 
can result when a prevailing Wind rises at a but of rMgdioe, and 
glUers tun j^dmt*m on tih^ currents m& j^atofigt^eup- 
ilope lift much asakitferipTOuld rua along a wfe. In addiriotr— 
and u$u*uy a thing of mounmn cownay— tftttie is *N*ave irft" 
brought about bf *KWie«-I2fle t&fiirr&rltft hi* htimfy moving air ms& 
downwmet a mountain tfsgtv fit early q>p ef gBdeES, tfee ys^ 
omtmtcormstcd of achattiber, called the w jo£" pEwklifig astatic 
source of an; ts> irtuch two rube* arc connected One rube saws 
a red feau\ the oi&er a green nail. Hie ted kail rismg in its tetbfe 
meant the glitter was losing akjtwic; the green ball rising indicat- 
ed that the pdet w^aMng akitu4c Tnu» 4 sailplane jiuocs aif- 
tHirnr and pnni" hie rfor ^| r-jf y^hnp mt 1^t- ">■" IsKihrj - -i 
pinm he" Tlx nnhtPTY lair" inwilmH irjmlb ibr slidr «rchiiH|w 
Milinrp Rli-im wen: polled iMt ^nr nnwlin fi^tiIi. and chen 

irlriKQ ai lUi.h ? l||iuilr Jr>:| lanjr rkjl i\ur» h nulrj p;|idr IPN." 

L jndinf zuon wi the nrpr am In »t|ihH*n ^ qmirnww.. pun ib™ 
ihcu oolp anVjr.iai}C9 *rir rhit ihr» inylit liu.il i m *e?j nme - utd 
Irrt I™ nwner ihui mnenmrd wmir imt rhn ibcr [Mild lind 
in len-rp*:e Puachun ruiici $icrt pcinrd n>.nr uvctuJ in- miiiun- 
cpcniMrfii; Mi]ion h*Sicupirn oi wofthnnr «alcpr did noi enrac 
alunff unul -much huer- rencnillY *pc3ip;iiir In irw Korean WW in 
the 1950s. 



ttonal Soaring Cont^t, at Eltnira, New York. The 
Soaring Society was incorporated at Elmira in 1932, 
and that area— along with l&entynine Mms^was one 
of dttee prknaty military glider ^bools establiAed by 
the Umt^Sttesdutingr eady days of World War 
n. The ofcher w^s at lockport, Illihpk** 

First order of i^in^s £>r ibfe new airfield was a 
proper land survey. Bill Hatch, who earlier had or- 
ganised dry land sailing in this dead lake area, volun- 
teered for thife |»t>jecfc itetf&ii a surveycMt* was a natural 
for this. lfeu*s e^rliifer, toffiet^ a young man with 
artimtfe he Ud Mm weetendirig ift Tweutynine 
BJin$ when soft^ebody came to the Inn looMng for 
the suneyor who was swj^o^m beiti town, An eidy 
seeder had died. Another settler had given a plot of 
land for a cemetery, but nobody was quite ^ite of the 
Id^ttion. If Bill Hlteh could find die ^rojper Itod* 
friends of the deceased could bury hint. Bill Hatch 
dkl t and tbey did. Now c^ed ^ tf^ Arrt^ widi 
E R. Whyers, who wanted to build die glider fedlity. 
later that month— Navmber 1941— the Army O^ps 
of Engineers sent out a survey team of its own. 

lu^ktgewaslhjini^ Sergestnt Steveft 'Zsm&x* who 
came down Sum the 29A Engih^ T^>^a^Mc Bat- 
talion in I^r^and, picked upsomeadditimiid person- 
od from field Company A, then in Oceanside» mi 
came out to &e desert— about a half dozen Army en- 
gteeet$ ih all. Zvotm, vhQ later went iato tbe Air 
Rjtfee, fiohi whijch be retired p a tn^or, rolled to 
ibat to b^at the desert heat* he and bis cfcy* 
would move out of the hivouac at about 0400, do their 
mapping, and then at about 1500 bead ba^fc to d*e 
villagt — ihcn cmvpriwd nf jbowt iOOnr^OO pmple, 
ii seemed to hum 

thi^ had a &voti£ b^^ Btittibefip 
^ftef^io^ or im>i tfesy fouad die j^tiee crowded "vritft 
die ladies on the bar stools and the men two deep" 
behind them, Zvonar's instrument msm, a Blacfcfet 
indto^joived tbeproblr^m of^t^ogthe ^tdie^s up 
to the bstr. He MA at w ^et^ ta^puk found to 
the de&rt, uamed it MethusehuH, and tept it in m 
empij kmhek matches box. ^ogeaht Biickl^ndt the; 
Biackfbot wii^i a sense qf humor and a fiair for pra^ti^ 
H.ar rcuhed ci^r ihe jwJ md rclca±^d 

Mcihuselah onio the bax "%'clL, n«dl«5 co My," Zra- 
nu nonetl>cl«3 £ud, "women Cell ciff bic srcKdi, 
somned, ran." BurkJajid ind [he CHhcrsoJciins mewed 
up io die bir tod "made their prrscnte known! 11 

** t \v:ii iri iiH!m^ hilb and loJIm. *btiv liiErnnab ciimb L«k- 
p*5Tl . up Ip^rtd Cb it apii. r>Ji in namr Ikms in pmciiH3 on the .ilil 
fiiihw and Hkhifai> cmnaJ Elraua, wucb of Seneca I iAr juad- 
dki Lfar MnVf i?f I be Chcmunp 



'TFrom then on, *e «^ always g#£ted by 'Hete's 
theAmayr "sali Zvonax "lsf«c treated royally for 
the three weete we were there. A m memorable 
rime in aay Bfe + ^* fimm the wotk of Zvonar and his 
men mm multi-colored topographic quadrangles, 
slid tri^gnMw^Mfa^as iiom whfch aeronautical en* 
gineers were able to locate the light beacons for the 
airfield, as well as other survey reference points, 

Mof this was bringing tliem&^ l^tynine 
Palms. tftrirnatgly this meant the US. Marine Corps. 
While there k noway to prove it* probably the I4a- 
One Cotps never would have come to Twenty tunc 
Rdms bad it not been for this 1941 derision go put 
the $Udtet base fae*e in ttee <fead lafces sutfounded 
% their brown htffe of thermals and upslopc lift*. 
There was by then an air base at Vi^ofvffle— noiw 
Gwrge Air foro? Base, later* the Marine Corps set up 
^driest outflow warehouse in the w&dd atBar&aw, 
andthe Corps Air Station at )&vm him mm 
to be as a result Of needs for emergency landing sites 
iafatodfrom Sah Diego and ^uad the iinpafct atf^is 
in the vicinity of the Saltan Sea* 

And then for desert training on the ground (some- 
thing the Marine Corps might have inherited later), 
up for grabs after World War 11 might have been the 
great, sprawling acres of decomposed granite churned 
up by General George Jetton's tanks (and th#se of 
others who followed) east of Iwentynine Bate and 
on over into equally ghastly areas of Arizona. Desert 
T&ining Center, it was tilled. It amounted to some 
16*000 square mites of desert, fiom areas cimtftoh 
tynine Palms, and dten eastward throughout much of 
the vacant desert between what are now Highway 40 
(old Route 66) in the north to 140 b the south, then 
across the Colorado River and into a broad Arizona 
desert $rea from Parker in the north to Ym& in die 
south. Rrccon began gaining his tanfeefs there in the 
spemg of 1042> and then left in early faU to mate his 
8 November 1942 landing in North Aftica with his 
3d;and 9di Infinity Di*i$foa&a^ Di- 
vision, 

Teaming M tank units and individual soldiers con- 
tinued m the California-Atk<war^untU 15*44, and 
Bureau offcand Management personnel who now own 



Tim vii ibe jppr jud ihc ton of ■ pket - wheat, a* Kiting 

said of another time and place, a man could raise i thirst. Major 
General Bud Schmid said that when he Cm arrived in the desert 
as the young supply officer for the Marine facility in 1953, a desert 
martini was a cold heer in an icy mug, with an olive plunked in. 
SgL Buddand, the Bbcifoot, by the way; knew that tarantulas are 
not dangerous. Repulsively scary to most of us, but not dangerous, 
f he a^iqiinn. tIk- H#th -*wkr*. ihc bmrn mliae now ihu*t Mt 
lUrfretTii -rnaiini Espmillp ?Kr bcuwn mJu* 



the old center say that in all some 500,000 US, troops 
trained here during the tttf. Moist of them must have 
smfe toddweg wafl^y^ around their tents tnd up 
and down company streets; Even now in the 
mM49SQs, flying over or driving dirough with a 
tugged vehicle, these pathways of rocks can be seen. 
And still in evidence also ate some ficldstone altars 
and walls in the form of Gothic arches where various 
units had their chaplains conduct outdoor services. 
Those and a (now-crumbling) gifantk relief map 
about the mt of a football fields built to represent 
the s£ca^Ung a£t*$ of the mhm^ ^mm, are *U that 
remain. 

Early in 1983, the Needles office of the Bureau of 
Land Management sponsored the dedication of a com- 
memonmvtr monument to this gigantic mttimy train- 
ing elfort, at said and windswept Chinaco Siimnut % 
just olTRbtste 140 and n^ur the southernmost ^ border 
of die jfeshua fk&t Natioml Mohtunem^ whete the 
Cottonwood* Eagle, and Qrocopb Mountains $cowl 
down at modem motwsts speeding along in air* 
conditioned comfort. If these motecists squint search^ 
ir^y into the he^t shimmers of the brown and deso- 
late de$ert, still they will see nothing to remind them 
of thc^e days o| training. Npt even a self-reacting 
ghost would remain. Out of sight from the motorway, 
only the leUefmap, and the lonely altars remain* along 
with those lines of rocks. A future Ikhk wonder, a Oar* 
n^: in miniature?** These rows c£desert field ston^ 
led, in their £ishi<m, to North Afiiau to Sicily, to Suler- 
no T to Nice, to Normandy, to victory in World War D. 

After die dedsitm in 1941 to locate the glider ttain- 
ing center at lwentynine Palms, oik of the advisors 
who visited this desoct atea a number of times was Dr. 
^ligang Klcmperer, designer of that famous 
Seim&mer TktifdbwXt by his students in Aachen more 
then 20 years earlier. He had fled jffitler^ Germtoy* 
and by Afe time, was a reseat^ engineer for Douglass 
Aircraft. 

Other victors were ftequent, since gliders and die 
desert both wete oddities which attracted attention. 
Lois Madow tim, a JWefttyJiine Bdms resident who 
carte home Itom Siin Bernardino Cdllege and went 
to wotk in the Amtf offite at the field* reealfe that 
one day movie star — and fay then lieutenant —Jirnmy 
Stewart flew in to look the place over. Mrs, Han 
recalled in 1985 th^ she ws3 so r^dUed at the ^c^e^ 
df s«aii% d^e popular movie star that sJie itnitJediite^ 

**Cam»- a m han.t, im Bnrianj's nmh £«fct- » *ktt ihcrc 
ate located thousands of huge and rough gray granue megaliths, 
some of them up to 18 feet tall, sundtog oo cod and anaflged in 

k'fip linet i'vefiun Mimclhing id i h-mh NrcmrhcnpL' 

md Ufawut at a lairpwe uiiLiMn i.? miuKrp imn 




Department of Defense Photo (USAF) AC2188S 
Prtfiight classroom instruction in the principles ofmotorless flight was part of the four- 
week course involving $0 hours of flying which qualified participants as glider pilots. 



ly activated her once-a-day chore of going from office 
to office with mail call, in hopes that she would en- 
counter the lieutenant ftom Hollywood. At each stop 
she managed just to miss him, and at her final mail 
call visit someone pointed out to her Stewart's plane 
speeding down the dusty runway for takeoff. 

And Gwyn Keys —a daughter-in-law of that old pi* 
oncer and goldminer Bill Keys — one day not only saw 
a popular star of the day* jadrie Coogan, but got 
volunteer assistance from hira on a morning when a 
schedule foulup caused her to be the only worker oh 
hand to open the Condor Field canteen. Coogan, who 
had played the orphan adopted fay Charlie Chaplin 
in The Kid, Chaplin's first feature-length film, was 
now a staff sergeant jiuixucicr at the glider base* 

The Tweatynine Films Air Academy began as a eon- 
nun operaiJQfi with a civil ism firm organized to build, 
maintain, and operate die glider facility for the Army 
Air Forces. President of the firm, tod the on-site 
manager, was E R r Whyeis. Fina cothmanding officer 
of the Army contingent was Captain Lester C Hess; 
later Captain Hadley P. EHker became the command- 
ing officer On the military stafifwete about 50 officers 
and men, including flight instructors and co-pilots 
who rode with the students until they were ready to 
solo. Some of the flight instructors and co-pilots also 
were civilians, Vinton Wat*, an early student lucky 
enough to catch Lois Mariow pn the rebound from her 



shattering experience of being stood up by Jimmy 
Stewart* recalls that in 1942* there were peihaps "*haff 
a dosen" civilians on Whyers* staff, and a snail addi- 
tional number of civilians in a security force, a main- 
tenance section, and so forth. Major Zvonar 
remembered in 1985 that when he and his etew sur- 
veyed and mapped the field in 1941, there appeared 
co be only a few civilians there. They wore some sort 
of a "bronase crescent" ornament on their caps, but 
had rank designations equivalent to colonel down to 
lieutenant;* 

The military side was the 17th Army Ak forces My- 
ing Training Detachment. The War Department put 
out a press release on 27 November 1941, to announce 
the training would begin on or about 1 January 1942, 
with an initial class of 12 students, tWo weeks later 
a class of 18 was to start the fcm-week course. There- 
after, Said the Wat Department, classes of 24 persons 
each will be enrolled every two weeks. 

Bariy on, those who had previous power-plane 
licenses— the ones the Anny sought at the outset— 

*Harz, in early 19* 2 a staff sergeant (later a l%ht ©trlccr), sai<J 
that he and other enlisted ttair«*s were told to salute these civilians 
with their devised ranks. Daraoed if we will, said these salty soldi- 
ers, most of whom were m training bccaoK; they had enot^itmo*- 
it to haw earned private pilot licenses before die war. Salute the 
uniform, suggested an Army irmructot . Vinson Har* said he would 
if it were hung up owr there in the corner. The kind of spirit which 
wort the war! 
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were to graduate after an avenge of 30 hours of in- 
struction in gUders erf the two-place TQ4 and 
types. These were the same Frankfort add Schweizer 
models to be used also at the primary g^der schook 
at Elmira and Iotkport, 

At this pace, over 600 pilots could be graduated per 
year, hut local records and memories are not clear on 
this subject and retired records, now in the hands of 
the Air Ibrce* are sparse. There was Hot always good 
weather, even in die desert which had been a health 
camp. Characteristic desert winds in some of the cool 
months hampered operations; and cbect rains, which 
can hit with violence in the fall and with & little More 
even tonper in winter sometimes made the old dry 
lakes top wet for takeoffs and landings. 

But those were h<ady d^ys^finally getting to do 
something which was preparing to get back at Hitler 
in Europe, or the Japanese out thete in the ftedfic; 
Glidets, "a hell of a way to go to wluf said the Twen- 
tyrtine Bdm$ base chief of staff" in the summer of l985, 
and He a private pilot and a glider sportsman in the 
bargain. 

Viriton Mart, though* still would not say a bad word 
against them. He was hete from summer into Decem- 
ber of 1942. Part of Re time he wicked de link vainer 
fcf the staff, a job he'd had at the air base at Victor- 
ville before : $tn ofl&er there sold him on the glider deal, 
because it would make a flight officer out of him. 
Originally from Minnesota* Harz was strongly eligi- 
ble for gliders because before mihtarf service he had 
earned private pilot wings, 

Vinton Harz remembers the training as marly mo* 
ments of exhilarating flying intetspetsed with hot 
drudgery and some frustrating times. One of the lat- 
ter occurred when someone in authority told him to 



land on a desolate dry lake, and then seemed to for- 
get that he was there. 

But you tried to get the last training flights of the 
day, Harz said, then you got to stay up a bit longer. 
Free time, almost, And you could catch those upslope 
lifts along those little mountains which are behind 
where the mainside buildings of the Marine base now 
stand, %u could fly those lifts along the ridge, and 
then turn back into green air and come back along 
the ridge again and again. An eternal "wave" surfers 
only dream of 

Harz remembers one day when there were 12 to 14 
of them soaring along that ridge. Another day* he was 
up to aimost 14,000 feet on thermals be&ie he decided 
he had better get back down to the hot and dusty 
field. 

A hell of a way to go to war? Vinton Harr did it 
Aree times, and then came back to lots and to Tweo- 
tynine Palms where they raised their family Bora rime, 
Vint had a service station, and then he joined the 
Postal Service, for a number of years* he worked at 
the post office on die Marine base, and then he mowed 
to the main office in town. Once, during his employ- 
ment on the Marine base* he told an inquiring reporter 
from the Observation P&st that he never met a Ma- 
rine he didn't like, 4, Butf he added, *I came dose two 
or three times'" He retired front the Postal Service in 
1985. 

ftaty-one years prior to this Postal Service retire- 
ment* in another spring, Vint co-piloted a glider 
Normandy It was a big British Horsa, carrying some- 
thing lite 39 troops and equipment. They crashed— 
with considerable help from the German defenders. 
It was almost dark; wartime, double-double daylight 
saving time still had not saved them enough, but 
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hnght flashes of fire from their designated landing 
areas convinced them that the enemy had come to wait 
for them there. The British pilot turned for ai) alter- 
nate site, but there was more enemy fire, and then 
tall poles put up as counter-landing obstacles. Vin- 
ton Harz came to on the ground, wearing the Hotsa 
on his back. A near-fatal way to try to get along with 
a Horsa. Hie flight office* from Twentynine Palms' 
Condor Held could not walk. After much pain and 
other misadventures, he was rescued and evacuated 
back across the Channel to England, where he reco- 
vered in a hospital. 

fitf getting well again, he got to fly his own glider 
into Eindhoven, Holland, in September 1944 for the 
Market Garden operation, later, the Dutch gave him 
an award for his part in that Then, in Match 1945, 
he flew another gilder into the Wesel operation on 
the Rhine. Tne United States by this rime had given 
up trying to Salvage gliders after such operations, too 
often booby trapped. After you landed, you changed 
from being an Army flight officer to being an Anny 
ground officer. After die landing at Wesel, Vint did 
the required thing to his big troop glider— which was 
something like what you did for a horse with a broken 
leg— and then led aground aafcefcaooss afield toward 
a tree line where the Germans waited, for that, he 
got a Bronze Star Medal "Gliding was all right as long 
as I got to be the pilot" Vinton Harz said in 1985. 

After gliders. Condor Field became "just another** 
Army Air Corps flight training school, with motor* 
powered planes. By early 1943, the glider ttaining be- 
gan to wind down. There hid been shoeing evidence 
in combar operations that glidets too often were seri- 
ous crashes waiting to happen. Parachute operations 
tamed out to be more e&tive airborne techniques. 
March 1943 seems to hive marked die last month for 



glider flights at Condor Field J. R Canoll, after Wodd 
Wax H a land developer and real estate broker in Twen- 
rynine Palms and the Morongo Basin, recalls that he 
came to Condor Field in those early weeks of 1943 to 
fly motorized planes; and Gwyn Keys, who with the 
one-time assistance of Jadrie Coogan helped operate 
the canteen at the field, recalls that all hands were 
invited to take a glider ride before those craft were crat- 
ed for shipment elsewhere. 

After that, the 17th AmtyAir Forces Hying Train- 
ing Detachment continued for about a year with radial 
engine Stearman trainers* Then, a bit later in 1944 
the Navy took over. 

Great expanses of the desert, from the Mexican 
border northward, were guimery and bombing ranges 
for the Navy It had fields and mxBstf fields from 
Yuma northward along the Salton Sea, and elsewhere 
in the rein, Condor Field became part of this string. 
The Navy hung on in Twtntynine PaJms until sum- 
mer of 1945, when World War II ended. 

First, after that, Condor Field went into caretaker 
smtus, lijaa, before the yea* was out, the place was 
given over to San Bernardino county* Bar seven yeais 
the silent buildings stood vacant beside the dusty old 
airfield. Gold miners began again to traipse through 
the ancient brown hills and arrows. Nonetheless, it 
looked as if the desert would finally win, after all. Hie 
desert and the descendants of Sergeant Bucklands 
tarantula which once helped the military enter the 
warm social swirl of twentynine Balms. 

And die name, Condor Field? Did Condors once 
soar along those brown hills in the upslope hits? "No," 
said aft old time glider min. "Not that we knm of 
We named it that because we admired those birds. 
Best flying machine ever created/ * 



CHAPTER 4 

The Marines Arrive 



She's a Yip Yipl YfrfrW doily t 
A new hind <4 gat of the west, 
And Yipl Yip! Y$-ft-h to#?! 
Whatever she does she does the hest 
She gat teentptme diamond rings. 
Got few without amy -sfjri^gK 
She's a dynamite dreamb<m t 
A had of atom hamhs, 
l&e lady pom Twenty»m* Bdms! 

Well, Wortd War B wis dver, and you ted t& mg 
something. AUie WjuWc and wife Wanda, aiong with 
young sons Robert and Thomas, were living in the 
Campbell bouse, that two-story ficldstone showplacc 
Bill and Betty C^pbell built after Betty cto*e into 
her inheritance. One of the boys wanted hi$ rather to 
write a song for an affitir at school. "After all, dad had 
done the score for Walt Disney's Song of the South 
['Tap-a-dee-doodah, Zip-a-dce-ay, My O My, what a 
wonderful dsty'*] and dozens of other well-known hits 
dp the early and later *40s. M And thus, published in 
1947 by the Freddie Martin Publishing Company, Was 
bom 'The Lady fiom Twentynine Palms** It became 
a novelty hit and— said SaBy lnce —really put us on 
die map"* 

Maybe that song was not the highest mark there 
ever was, but it illustrates die point that there had 
almost always been a bit of a show business flavor to 
Twentynine Palms, periSaps because of that old Legion 
post in Pasadena being so close to Hollywood and 
Beverly Hills where the movie industry grew up. James 
Cagney had a home in Twentynine Palms from the 
l£30s into at least the imd49S<te, afthough by 1983 
he had not visited for some time, Cagney was a friend 
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of John Hilton, desert artist and author whose 
paintings always have been much sought after by those 
who come to know and enjoy the desert.** 

Other actors who had tonnectiofis widi TS^tynine 
Palm over the yeats included Ralph Bellamy Will 
Rogers, Jr M and swimming and movie star Esther Wil- 
liam;, whose brother Pave Williams was for years 
everybody's favorite plumber in town until in the late 
l$?0s, Dave and his wife Virginia were lured away to 
die bright Vilginia kept a branch 

pf her travel business ia T^ntynine Palms, however, 
local historian Lucile Weight finds in her research on 
the latter-day homesteading in die area that in 1945 
Bonald Reagan— later to be governor of Odi&mia and 
then President of the United States— was included in 
a batch of Hollywood type* who filed on a large tract 
east of town where they hoped to establish a flying 
club near an emergency landing field, this field later 
became a San Bernardino county airfield, known lo- 
cally as 'Tfcentyoine Films International" The plans 
of Reagan and his associates failed, however, because 
of water problems, later the Knott family, of Knott's 
Beny Bum fame, established a sky park not fet west 
of the downtown areas of the village. And in the 1980s, 
comedian Red Skelton was a frequent visitor, Twenty- 
nine ftdms had been home for his wife for a number 
of years, and her mother still had a home here in the 
mid-1980s. 

And although we tend to "name drop'* the names 
of entenainers and puMk officials, most of them were 
ill 'fi^tyiiine Kates merely to enjoy the peace t quiet, 
and climate; for the most part they were left alone dur- 
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(Ne* York: Macmillari, 1947), which was f^iibli^ied k 1966 by 
Ec$$ftst PubHcatioas, JPaim Dam, C^dftbrnift- Ms&$q£ hss^aocel- 
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19$$* A modem day (i^SOs) dentist in Twentynine Palms mm is 
an tm& Hilton coUectot In 1951, Hilton was one of the founders 
of the *l««n^iiioe Palms Ait Galkty, which endmes in its chaim* 
ing adobe stxuctuic between the Inn and Uotnmxm Headquart- 
ers, neat the old oasis. 



ing their times here to "get away from it all." More 
meaningful to the community which was to become 
something of a Marine town was the postwar arrival 
in Iwentynine Palms of Dr. Edward Lincoln Smithy 
a New Engiander by birth and a physician by way of 
an education at %le and then die Harvard Medical 
School Dr. Smith came to the desert via a war-time 
stint as a Navy doctor, during which he served on 
Guadalcanal with die 1st Marine Division, and more 
specifically as surgeon for the infantry battalion com- 
manded by one of the best-known Marine Corps 
heroes of the period-Lewis B. 4 'Chesty" Puller.* 

"Dr. Ed" as he was known by most of the residents 
of Twenty nine Palms for all of those postwar years un- 
til he retired and moved away in the late 1970s, was 
one of the few who ever got to Twcotyniae Palms by 
accident.** But he stayed on purpose. After return- 
ing from wartime duty in the Pacific, Dt Smith served, 
among other places, in the Navy V-12 unit at the 
University of Arizona facilities in Flagstaff After the 
war ended* he came back to Flagstaff to visit friends, 
and to pop over into California to establish his medi- 
cal credentials there, since he thought that someday 
he would semi-retire to a small practice in that state- 
While in California, Dr. Smith was talked into visit- 
ing Dr. Ludrie in Pasadena. Spentynine Balms desper- 
ately needed a doctor. The very sort of a call 
Hippocrates must have had in mind, Dr. Smith 
opened his practice in the desert town on 4 Decem- 
ber 1^46; he retired on 1 June 1979. 

Meanwhile, also in December of 1946, Dt William 
X Ince, DA, came to Twentynihe Palms with his wife 
Sally* and about a year later launched construction of 
a small hospital — a memorial to his father, Thomas 
H Ince, that pioneer Hollywood producer who was 
an early associate of Mack Sennett of those one-reel 
comedy films which became daisies. Thomas Ince abb 
produced the mow called 'XSvilizationr one rf Holly- 
wood's first feature-length films. (There also were 
others in his distinguished cateer.) 

Osteopathic physicians* wh&di Ince was, and medi- 
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**He moved Away, to the Saa handset? Bay area, not because 
be did not like Tweotynme Palms and the desert, but, as he 
ahvays cafenil to explain because he knew his patients of long stand- 
ing would just never stop calling him. And— left unsaid by this 
dedicated professional— because he knew he could nctcr, in this 
Village, stop responding to those calk 



cal doctors, which Ed Smith was, sometimes did not 
kn#w quite how to deal with each other, but by about 
the time the Marines arrived in town these two doc- 
tors were cooperating with each other, and the ince 
hospital provided much valuable service to early day 
Marines, and of course to the community as a whole. 
A Desert 2n^"Progrcss Number" supplement of July 
1953 lists William X Ince, D.O., as administrator of 
the hospital and Edward Lincoln Smith, M*P., as med- 
ical director. 

Meanwhile, as "The lady from Iwentynine Palms" 
jangled along, and with most Americans not watch- 
ing international affairs, World War II was not get- 
ting tidied up satisfactorily on the &r side of the 
Pacific. Russian troops and administrators in North 
Korea and similar US. forces in South Korea had taken 
over that former Japanese possession, with a view to 
uniting the country (split administratively at the 58th 
parallel) and bating it into the United Nations. Rus- 
sia did riot want this to happen, and it set up a pup- 
pet government in North Korea and trained and 
equipped a native military force. When the matter erf" 
Koreans entry into the United Nations came up, Rus- 
sia stopped it with a veto 

After nearly four years of poster occupation, US. 
forced withdrew from the south in the spring of 1$49, 
leaving only some administrators and token military 
units. Abortt a year later, on 25 June 1§30* a North 
Korean army Russian trained and equipped, assault- 
ed South Korea. The Security Council, with Russia's 
delegates sulking in absentia over the non-seating of 
mainland China, designated North Korea the aggres- 
sor, urged a cease file, and called on United Nations 
members to unite for the restoration of peace in Korea. 
On 27 June, President Truman sent American fences 
into action, and throughout the nation the ancient 
and honorable profession of arms began again to look 
toward mobilization. 

At Camp Pendleton, California, in the northern 
reaches up toward San Ooofre beaches and that smalt 
white stucco town of San Clemen te with its red tile 
roqfe, the old World War U tent camps reopened. 
Soon, new Marines and older ones ftem reserve status 
were kicking the rattlesnakes into testy wakefulness in 
those brown summer hill& Mainside looked like a 
boomtown again. The whole place was so busy there 
were almost no impact areas remaining for artillery, 
which had grown larger, or for rockets, which were 
growing into rhtssiles. Ibr artillcrytnen, an ^-Sop" at 



The main gate of the new Marine Corps Training Center, heated four miles north of the 
small desert community of Twenty nine Palms, housed a 70-man detachment from Camp 
Pendleton tasked with preparing the base for the complement of permanent personnel 



Homo Ridge was about as exciting as finding your 
starting notch on an acey duccy board * 

Searchers for better training areas scouted for and 
wide, and soon up jumped that weird hunk of desert 
where gliders once soared, and where Navy fliers later 
strafed and bombed. In early summer of 1952, 
whispers from these searchers and their motor trans- 
port drivers began to go around Pendleton; Buy Twen- 
ty nine Palms! This to brother Marines— officer and 
enlisted— who individually had about as much money 
as those early gold seekers of the desert. Buy the sand 
while it is hot, one wag suggested. The base-to-be is 
about the size of the state of Rhode Island, with Nar- 
ragansett Bay squeezed out, another early visitor said, 
and then he added he would not give $14 for all of 
it. %u've got to put on gloves to open and close your 
car door, or you get blisters. "Twentynine Stumps " 
some salty old warrior from Pacific campaigns dubbed 
it. And "The Stumps" it became to a whole genera- 
tion of Marines who couldn't quite imagine what the 

*"R-Sop" is pronounced "arc-sop" by artillerymen. Their most 
frequently used bit of jargon. The letters stand for reconnaissance, 
selection, and occupation of position (for tiring). Thus, what a rifle- 
man probably would call a "field exercise" or "going to the field " 
an artilleryman would call an "R-Sop/* 



Corps was going to do in the middle of the blank- 
blank desert! 

But barracks banter did not dissuade. On 20 Au- 
gust 195 2, Base Headquarters at Camp Pendleton is- 
sued Post Order 343, and some of the 930 square miles 
of desert, more than half a million acres— Rhode Is- 
land squeezed dry— became a Marine Corps Training 
Center owned and operated by Pendleton, It was quite 
an acquisition for that once Marine Barracks, Santa 
Margarita Ranch, Oceanside, California. And for the 
Marine Corps, as we shall see. 

Major (almost at once to become Lieutenant 
Colonel) Frederick H. Scantling was sprung from a job 
with the 2d Infantry Training Regiment at Pendleton 
and put in command of Camp Detachment, Marine 
Corps Training Center** This outfit first set up in the 

**Scantling r a Wodd War II veteran of the Pacific campaigns with 
the 1st Marine Division, saw action on Guadalcanal, Cape Glou- 
cester, and Peleliu. Perhaps this travel, courtesy of the Marine Corps, 
plus his posting to the strange and fascinating desert base— which 
he explored extensively — sparked his interest in geography. At any 
rate, after his retirement in 1963. Fred Scantling earned a PhJl 
in geography at UCLA, and taught that subject from l%6 until 
1980 as a professor at Long Beach State. Dr. Scantling and his wife, 
Nome, whom he met during that greatest of all World War II duty, 
in Melbourne* Australia, reside in Long Beach. 



12 Area at Pendleton, there to get organized for later 
transfer up the hill to the desert. This came about for 
lieutenant Colonel Scantling and his detachment on 
15 December 1952. Hie Marine Corps dispatched 
diem to the old Army glider base beside Condor Held 
to keep tabs on things While a large civilian construc- 
tion firm— Twaits^Morrison-Knudscn-Macco- began 
to build a new base for the Marines. Construction was 
under the eye of a Naval Risident-Officer-in-Cbarge- 
of-Construction (ROICC), Lieutenant Commander 
John ft Mapes. Scantling's detachment numbered 
about two dozen Marines. 

Scantling recalled later that the construction com- 
pany, *nd Mapes* had started work in June or July. 
Mapes* with hi$ family, lived somewhere in the vicin- 
ity of Smith Ranch— that old roller rink later to be- 
come a gymnasium, with drive-in movie alongside, 
lieutenant Colonel Scantling moved his fcmily up to 
the desert in August, and commuted from desert to 
Pendleton until the detachment came up in Decem- 
ber. Meantime, elements of the 3d Marine Division's 
artillery regiment, the 12 th Marines, also had been 
commuting up and down the Morongo Grade to ex- 
plore and fire the Corps' newly acquired tanges. Com- 
manding Officer of the 12th Marines in those days was 
Colonel Ieonard E Chapman, Jl> later to become the 
20th Commandant. 

Usually, in those days, She artillery vehicles turned 
north off the highway a few miles short (west) of the 
village of Tweqtyoine Balms, and drove into the train- 
ing center toward a small lone mountain then called 
Pinto* The units frequently at up a command post 
at the oasis called Surprise Springs, near where crater 
wells have been put down over the yens to provide 
for the eyer-increasing needs of the growing base.** 

With lieutenant Colonel Scantling and his small 
detachment in place, and battalions of die 12th Ma- 
rines scouting the Wife and canyons, the 3d Marine 
Division from Pendleton put together an ambitious 



*The*e are Pfcuo Mountains elsewhere in the vanity, and after 
% breadi^tchitig firing enw spine yeskts later, loot Pinto became 
Hidalgo— soa e£ someone, or something, as a senior office* might 
h&m called it m the &mam& of the moment 

**As die base grew in the 1950*, Stir|^%winfs became ipopu- 
Ur retreatioa sim Ibr Marines and their Itmjlics— ptoucs and coofc^ 
oats, with park-type tables and other fadiities Utter day Marines 
m%ht ensile, fcdwring at a quaint oasis might sctrma bit like that 
^mirage out south <?f tam!' wbkb humorist Herb Sehriner used 
to say was a popular spot near his Hoosier home. But for a town 
where fefc used to gflftbet & wsrtdi the flash floods go by, a nice 
oasis was % treasure indeed. Surprise Springs died with » lowering 
warer rafcfe, better |*yforthe troops, and^ 
to brighter liberty spots. 



live-fire expedition to die new training center. The 1st 
Marine Division, traditional occupant of Pendleton af- 
ter new members of the "Old Breed" came home from 
the Pacific at the end ofWarld War II and occupation 
duty in North China, had gone off to that new war 
in Korea, later, at Pendleton, the 3d Marine Brigade 
had formed, under command of that fiery warrior. 
Chesty Puller, who already had made new combat 
marks in Korea* and was now a brigadier general. Af- 
ter President Tjruman admitted he ought not to haw 
said* cady in die Korean period, that the Marine Corps 
was sort of the police; forte for the Navy, with "a 
propaganda machine that is almost equal to Stalin's," 
Congress had given die Marine Corps a new manpower 
level, and Chesty** brigade was authorized to grow to 
division size. Commanded by Major General Robert 
K Pepper (the assistant division commander was 
Brigadier General Joseph C Burger),the division went 
up to Twcntynine Pates for the two weeks prior to 
Christim$ in 1952. 

As a liw-ftring exercise, it was rather a stilted af- 
fair, compared to combined arms exercises JO and 
more years later. But as someone once said about the 
wiring beat: be not critical of the gait, but rather 
marvel that he standi at all. The division was brand 
new, with a lot of young Marines and old retreads not 
yet shaken down into a smooth and measured fait. 
Safety measures and extreme caution right&Ity ruled, 

The exercise proved th&tTwcntfnine Palms was go- 
ing to be a greatly useful place, and that live filing— 
artillery over the riflemen and all— would bring the 
troops to effective seasoning much quicker than simu- 
lotion which frequently lacked stininlation. It also 
taught die Marine Cotps a lot of amazing things about 
its new chunk of desert. At night it was bitter cold, 
a little spitting of snow proved that A raw wind 
seemed to blow eternally out of die southwest. It could 
take away a little coffee fire if due blaze was not guard- 
ed iii the lee of a bit of a hillock, or behind a large 
rode Shaving cream finn an aerosol can— rather a new 
product sit that time— dried so quickly in the desert 
wind that Marines trying to shave with this stuff were 
all too soon scraping and pulling painfully through 
what seemed to be a whim chalky stucco on the fete 

This, for Twentynine fWms and for the 3d Murine 
Division, was EE&l— Field Exercise t The Comman- 
dant of the Korean Marine Corps, Major General Shin 
Hyonjoon, came out to watch, Aide to General Pep- 
per was Captain Pml G. Graham, who came back to 
Twentynine ?dm in April of 1971 as Brig^^r Gener- 
al Orgham, 10th commanding general of the base 
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which became art independent command in Ifehru- 
stty of 1957.* 

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Colonel Scantling's outfit 
was gtowing slowly, and he was trying to proricfe health 
and comfort itccornmodations for his Marines while 
the new construction grew north of the old Army 
buildings neat the main gate and the control timet 
building. R>r a time, harking back to femtier days on 
Army posts, Marines with families could make 
commissary-type grocery purchases through the sub- 
sistence supply system. The command set up a small 
commissary in the old buildings, and made a large 
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messhali-type refrigerator available. The store opened 
for business with very limited stock— staples, meat, 
and canned goods, all in rather meager chokes. In all 
of Twentynine Palms in those days. Lieutenant Colonel 
Scantling recalled there were perhaps three small 
grocery markets— Frank and Helen Bagley's by-now 
rather historic market on the Plaza, another on the 
highway near where the diagonal road went northeast* 
ward to Two Mile Road, and then another litde grocery 
on the main stem downtown, perhaps a couple of 
blocks west of four Comers. 4 *We were strictly on the 
local economy;" lieutenant Colonel Scantling recalled, 
"and there wasn't much of it" 

A messhall for unmarried Marines— and for such 
civilian workers who wanted to buy meals there- 
occupied one of the old Army buildings— a long nar- 
row building with long narrow tables, Scantling 
recalled. Marines elsewhere had known more primi- 
tive ac€ommodarions in peacetime, but even the sim- 
ple frame structures at Pendleton seemed most 
modern -and they were certainly much more 
spacious— compared with this litde base put up by 
an ad hoe dvilian firm for the Atniy*s small glider 
school 



General Pepper came to inspect rather early on, 
lieutenant Colonel Scantling said later, adding that 
this was perhaps about the rime of the field exercise, 
or maybe just after the first of 1953. Hie command- 
ing officer of the desert outpost said die general 
"seemed appalled at conditions." He did not blame 
Scantling, but he disked seeing Marines in what by 
now looked like a makeshift camp, alter some seven 
yean of neglect. An old China and Haiti hand who 
had been id command of a defence battalion at Pearl 
Harbor on that infinipu^ 7 December, General Pep* 
per seemed to feel it was a shame that Scantling's Ma- 
rines had to leaw Itendleton for this—so many weeks 
and months before new barracks and facilities would 
be ready for them in the desert. 

But ftom the Marine in fa^tynine Palms 
enjoyed a warmth of friendliness from citizens tsf die 
town, a closeness which often was lacking from big- 
ger places— or even iii Oceansidc, then a rather small 
town itself. They tnade for die only "industry" in the 
desert, and they were representatives of the "outside" 
to still-remote Twentynine. Into the bargain, this no*- 



too-long-ago pioneer town founded with a strong 
leavening of veterans of World War I just plain en- 
joyed seeing the military come to town again. Citizens 
had liked the glider school because it allowed them 
a riieans to participate in World War II; and anyway, 
so soon after the end of that war, the military still was 
popular in the land. And California dwellers, espe- 
cially, knew about die Marine Corps 9 share of that war 
in the Pacific It was ahappyinarriage of Marines and 
town, one which has endured to the present day- 
made only a bit more distant because both sides have 
grown into mote sophisticated members of a more 
modem and busv *i*d<i 

There was a bit of a problem, though, which I4eu- 
tenant Colonel S^diag recalled, having to do with 
water. He was quick to add that the problem did not 
seem to come fiom members of the Twentynirie Prims 
community but from butlanders who had develop- 
ment plans for the high desert and feared that tiie Ma- 
rine Corps might soak up too much water. Wherever 
this faction came from, it tried to chum up a water 
panic, Big city newspapers down below took up the 
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cause, which usually as&resssd itself in the $M that 
the military camp would take away pjraous water from 
the desert mmmunMes which had long been strug- 
gling^ jfcterfor themselves Pimlly, the 
ptiM^ mtxt sway after wat^ 
ed evidence that the Morongo Basin rested on quite 
a tot 0imm, and dm the Marine Co^ps wdfe* riiain- 
tafned mftfr&ty, would not seriously draw down 
the table. 

When the jfe^ in 1952, there was 

a w^tsr TPnk on a hill osrifceast of die Mam gjiEe, 
Scantling said he did not remember where the well 
wa& The Arm# however, had put down wetfc hack in 
l$4k calling ^ &m iaGhino, theMo- 

gle Betters, Jfiehard M^te ^ later that his firm 
had been contacted fcy the Array j& that year prior to 
the glider base going in, and they had found adequate 
suppiies of water. The firm came hade in 
it^n^ to teques^ &om C<ramsatndet Mapcs and his 
superiors in J|aval ebmt£i^<m offices on the West 
Coast, and drilled mQte wells for the expanding Ma- 
rine &i8ty. 

The underground fault line which caused Surprise 
Springs to bubble tip tea an oasis, and caused the 
SA O^ ^M^ t$ form afresh p$iid whifch nur- 
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a hidden basiri riru down 8Q to 400 feet. It offered 
up, for the tapping, a promised abundance of water 
fee as many Marines as would likely be brought out 
here, said the Mogle Brother for the next 200 years, 
at least. 

Marines put diesel-pawered pumps at these new 
wells, and pushed die water through long 12- to 
14-inch pipes hitoinainsidetanks. The conttaetors be- 
gan psj stub up v&m pipes fbr all the concrete slabs 
whe«e theie would be bamtcks, inesshaUs?, heating 
plants, supply and headquarteis buildings, chapels, 
and clubs, .And unlike the Biblical hitter waters of 
Ma^ here due could drink of the waters of Mara— 
and ptpri^—lpr they were not hfefcet 

Never, iti the T^eniynijae ESto desert; bad there 
been such a beachhead* Hie instruction company 
had a revolutionary way to paut concrete buildings in 

them up with pneumarie suction "cups" at the ends 
of attktdatpd aims, and tilt a building up, roof slabs 
and alt life a great monster laying up concrete blocks. 

. , . ad$*amiu dramb&at 
A food of atom fambs, 



CHAPTER 5 

The Early Years 



If Red landing and his few Marines toughed it 
in those eariy days at Twentynine Palms, in the new 
of General Pepper, it was all a worthwhile down pay- 
ment on space and ttai&img assets which amounted 
to the Marine Corps striking it nth in a way only 
dreamed of fey all the goW seekers wjjo vm dhaBenged 
the desert. Originally cot«:eived as a "low-cost" range 
for indirect fire weapons outgrowing the capabilities 
af bases d* Marine Cbt|^ j»evto^ dtdftght #as 
almost boundless, Twentynine Palm* from the early 
ye^tis, and on into the ^al decadc^ of the 20th Cen- 
tury, continued to deliver up unexpected values. 

Construction by pre -cast, tilt-up concrete slabs 
pwed quick, efficient, and $pectaculady economical. 
The method was used elsewhere later by the Twaits- 
Morrison-Knudsen-Macco construction company, and 
others, but in 1952, 1953* and 1954* die project at 
Twentynine Palms was the largest such endeavor ever 
undertaken. So said the Portland Cement Association 
in the Nwanbet 1953 Architectural Record, a national 
tmk publication serving the building field to m &st 
increment, the Marine Corps project at Twentynine 
Eahm provided permanent feiag space for approxi- 
mately 4,000 men, at a osst-pef-man of $600, a sav- 
ings of about $900 per man, according to construction 
computations of the day A Vffest Coast consulting en- 
gineer, William & Bedford, who had been involved 
in the Twentynine Palms planning, said in a M March 
1953 letter to President Eisenhower that this new and 
economical building method allowed the Marine 
Corps to establish pcimanent housing for the Usual 
price of temporary, quonset^t-type cofisttuctioti 
which had been much in vogue in the latter days of 
Wwld Vfer II and immediately tbeteafter. 

Thic fi.ni flurr> of buiJdi-ng. whilst had item tin- 
defray when Ljcycpn^m Cnl-nnel ScajiiijftR: and tils 
small ekrarhmrni i m\r up ihr hill from PendJetufl 

in December rf 1952, by the end of 1953 provided 
m battafioa-da&d areas and other k^dquarteis and 
utility buildings, messhalk, chapels, and so forth. By 
then it was about halfway to— a* perhaps a little 
less ~ its initial target in accommodations. 

Some $14.5 million had been spent by I January 
1954— most of it for the construction project Base ac- 



quisition amounted to less than $90,000; architectural 
and engineering costs came in at about $343,000. Still 
on the books ftom funds authorized by Congress for 
additional facilities were about $2.5 million for am- 
munition storage areas, rifle and pistol ranges, two 
training tanks* some protected observation posts out 
in the indirect fire ranges, and other required facili- 
ties* All amounted to a much larger budget than any 
homesteader ever had in the desert, but still a "bar- 
gain basement" undertaking as military bases went, 
even in those years. 

Although still owned by Camp Pendleton v Twen- 
tynine Palms early on began to ^em ideally suited as 
an all-purpose base for Force Troops units from 
throughout the Marine Corps. In the fall of 1953, 
Camp L^eun^ North C^ohna, needed to free up 
sorne hartac^s and training spaces for a four-week in- 
dividual in&nqy training piopam initiated therefor 
young Marines just winding up boot camp, and to 
keep replacements flowing to die Korean sector. So 
off went some Rwcce Tioojps units from Lejeune, pm& 
ships at Morehead City and dwough the Panama Canal 
for landiug at San Diego, followed by a convoy grind 
up to the hqjh desert. 

One who made the trip with the 2d Antiaircraft 
ArtiBety (Apamiaric Wfeapons) Battalion was Gummy 
Sergeant Charlie % Miller, who speat much ef the 
q^toferofhi s eaieet at*&wtynine IWn^** "Vft? were 

*Th^ ^iqfoft tapfa wttr jamming pools. Some Marines claimed 
that taJJmg them swimming pools would base tooted a hit fhSoJou* 
m budget requests CaH tbeaoi tfaMt^ taaks T and that sounded 
just tough enough to get by Congress, & base eorasiasder of skat 
period, CohadJotmS. Qtdfidd* recalled, *thc day die fits* framing 
tank opened, wc estimated that 2,500 men eatcred die pooi A 
ypf? weJeome addition w ike base" 

" \hm is ihr t 'lixi^K Millrt mhti «nir rhruiri-l^ilh had j frcd 

jiiiJuik Jinrixi ^IiiIb- Ei ud i'iuI ^ -i! i k ir tmr T j.iri .i|t pm 
c£ Jlis IDO-pLuf Ini thr illLfrilrkl kJilL jJIiNi Iixt in ha|r ar-J 

HH ibom~n beLl* l£m\ In Lm_J IiiiTk- inviiri L hU^Ei nul l/ q-lrxiiu pi j 

(far his irrigati<Hi pumps) aod low cost of iiay sto|>ped this activity, 
aid tfca^e plea^dy gteefl#^ 

taittc to time Piooeet Day camn^ls add rodeos wete staged on tfecae 

was on aci^ duty, and for yesus he was die manager and NCO in 
ehaife ^fte tee mounted coiot guafil whkh appeared m patades 
tarougiiout Southern California, fiom the nu<M<)50s into the 
mi^te^Os. Inc stojr. in the t^70s and mOa* began to handk buiy- 
ing material, aW 



Fidth 7"Af E3\ Kj^mm. Mipiine of "M-K7 Dcumbn 1WJ 

An *jriy marTMug ji'.rri/ /4w ncoirfFV^ casting yard shows rom **f neatly stacked 



the first troops into those new, concrete barracks " 
Gunn? MiUorsaid. He recalled that dot at) streets were 
paved, aod thst ncjrparade gftiUnds O^rinder^ were 
paved. Bis unit arrived, after that trip trough the 
fttnama Canal, in October of 1953. Mess faails were 
in dpef*ti<m, but there was no sickbay worthy erf the 
name* Sick qdl went hi individual units, and if some- 
body had & mtt<m problem, he got tent down to fe&r 
dlcton, Balboa Naval Hospital in San Diego, or to a 
naval hospital then open in Ontario, California. 

One new ^c^ete ban^fo was divided between use 
as a temporary sickbay* with a few beds at one end, 
and a staff NCO club at the other: Movies also were 
shown in various barracks* Gunny Milter said. The big 
theater on the base still was riot finished, and the gun- 
ny replied that the contractors had gome troubles 
there. 

What the trouble was, Pied Scantling $aid later, 
amounted to the contactors appearing to pull a ft$t 
one on the Navy's contract supervisor, lieutenant 
Mape*, and getting caught at it. Because of its size, 
the theater had to have a number of tali pillars (or 
"bents" n the cpntj^t^rs call diem) to support the 
t*ansve*$e frame qfthe t^ll building with its high ceil- 
ing; and on these the roof would be placed, mi the 
side slabs would be hung; Specifications called for the 
tall bents to be poured in stages, within the forms 



Vfhhh JtUI-CLnindcd the illflcC vkclcluii ut tciliiiuCunjJ 

steel. Otherwise, too much of die heavy aggregate set- 
tied toward the bottom of the pour, resulting in hooey- 
combing at die bottom and weakness at the top. But 
in this case* the tontraa** poured a bent all at once, 
and Mapes made the company remove the bad 
work— mostly by hand chipping— and do it again, cor- 

Another problem which Scantling recalls from the 
early days had to do with the new power line which 
had co be brought up from an electrical suhsWon 
near what fe now the ^hkewater area, Hus was needed 
because the available electrical power then in Twenty- 
nine Palms ms riot sufficient for the growing base. 
Ths first power line contractor, Scantling said, "died 
on his sho*eT before he got to the start of the Motongo 
grade. He had not adequately respected the hatd-ft*k 
nature of the desert below what appeared to be easy- 
to-dig M sand" Another contract was found to finish 
the job- 
In these early years, Ueutenrot Colonel Scantling 
also had duties which perhaps helped him to later be- 
come a professor of geography The Marine Corps did 
not quite know where the boundaries of the new base 
were located. Settling and some of his Marines, by 
jeep (and map mailing as they explored) lo<aaed 
boundaries, and m the process scouted and mapped 



mutes by which units could get: to and from the select- 
ed training areas. And along the way, Scantling said, 
he mapped old gold mines and other hazards to 
traffic— including some old ordnance from Navy 
bombing days. 

Later, and into the period when he became execu- 
tive officer to the new commanding officer; Colonel 
Francis R. (Monte) Brink, who arrived in mid-1953* 
Scantling put his knowledge of the mines to good use 
for the naval establishment and the federal govern- 
ment, lb get dear tide to the vast reaches of the base, 
for the federal government and the Marine Corps, US. 
attorneys had to go into federal court and foreclose 
on old mining claims, many of them "officially lost 1 ' 
in dusty records. "But claimants came out of the wood- 
work," Scantling explained later. 'Xqft^had toscptit 
out the mine areas, to be able to say there was no evi- 
dence of recent work there. With me as the expert wit- 
ness, US, attorneys were able to dispose of most old 
claims." 

Most of those at the base in earlier years recall more 
good times jthan bad. It seemed that Sergeant Buck- 
land and his tararitula had done a good job wanning 
up the community for die military. The isolation 
strengthened ties in the military community as it had 
done just after World War I for the civilian commu- 
nity This camaraderie spread from one group to the 
other, and linked town and military into a strong new 
fellowship. Schools and many other activities, official 
and unofficial, had to be planned and worked out 
together 

On 10 April 1953, Nonie Scantling, thatWirid War 
II bride from Melbourne, Australia, checked in at the 
Ince hospital in twentynine Palms and delivered the 
Scantlings' third child, son Frederick H. Scantling, Jr. 
Young Fred was the first Marine child both in that 
community hospital, which as had been noted, served 
dependents from the base as weU as Marines in emer- 
gencies. 

As Gunny Miller noted, and as Lieutenant Colonel 
Scantling explained in some detail, Navy hospital 
corpsmen came up with those first Marines who ar- 
rived at the base, but there stili were no doctors. Drs. 
face and Smith, out in town, were the nearest at hand. 

Mothers of young children frequently found it 
tough to live all day on that pioneer camaraderie, 
Scantling conceded. Laundry facilities were scarce, au- 
tomatic machines wete almost unknown, and, anyway 
low water pressure often made it difficult to use such 
facilities as were at hand, And if you ran out of things, 
you often had to do without until you or a neighbor 
made a run "down below/' 



Far the young troopers. Scantling said, much of the 
special services-type functions and physical education 
training, plus indoor sports contests, centered around 
Smiths Ranch, where an outdoor theater survived into 
the mid-1980s. There, in the early years, were mcmes, 
dances, and "soda fountain" social life. But then on 
weekends, the young Marines "took off like shots," 
Scantling said* Usually for f 1~A-* 

Scantling and young supply officer Bud Schmid 
(who in those days also had to pass for what later came 
to be called the fiscal officer) thought they should 
make "swooping" (a later term) easier for the young 
Marines, and so they set up a "bus" schedule with such 
motor transport trucks as they had* The return trip 
vehicle from Las Angeles left at a specified time and 
ptee oil Sunday evenings. 

The Marines by and large ignored die service. Too 
much regimentation for thou, Scantling said later, af- 
ter duty all week. They would much rather thumb to 
liberty, or drive old clunkers that sometimes got them 
there, and sometimes did not. So ihe truck crips were 
knocked off. A Marine headed for liberty has always 
been a most enterprising individual. 

While Scantling; stayed on for a time as second-in- 
command to Colonel Monte Brink, he was soon off 
to the Senior Course at Marine Corps Schools* Quan- 
tica After that he did a tour with the 3d Marine Di- 
vision in the Ear East (Japan and Okinawa), and then 
returned to Twentynine Palms for a three-year tour 
starting in August 1955. 

By the end of tfat tour, most of mainside was pret- 
ty much as it looked by the early 1980s, and the Ma- 
rine Palms housing area was finished near die main 
gate. But before that, much more sand came over die 
transom. 

The only family quartets available on 1 January 1954 
included §4 defense rental houses (off the base) plus 
316: trailers and other "relocatable*" near the main 
gate* Some of the 34 rentals off base, since torn down, 
included a cluster negr the present post office in Twen- 
tynine Palms. These dated to Worid War II days, and 
usually were called "Navy housing," Ottos of the off- 
base houses were those built by contract after Marines 
began to arrive at the base. Headquarters Marine Corps 
knew, of course, that thete was not much fiunily hous- 

*Brigadicr GeneraJ OldficH recalled in the mid-1980s that "the 
main mode of pabfk tran^mation ftom Twentynine Ealms to San 
Beroafdirto and conneeti^ tons^^ bos 
which was referred to bf all as the Iwentynme Palms Stage Most 
of the time this bus was out of service, or if it did move, it was at 
an agonizingly slow pace." (Author's note: This was the "Johnny 
Hastie bus" which linked the desert community with the outside 
wotid in those early years. ) 




0/ the six l 9 QQQ^man messhalh under Construction m the new twining denier 



ing left from Army Air Corps and Navy days, and afeo 
that the small community df Twentynine Psdm$ bad 
*ety little rental housing to offer. 

Itfajor General E X Hill, that ifamws-fer-so- 
many?years Quartermaster General of the Mirine 
Corps, one day in 1953 (Salted Twentynines young sup- 
ply officer, Captain Bud Schtmd* "If I send you money 
authorization" Schmid recalled the word firain 
Hill, 'Van you contract for some houses to be bsultin 
the town of Tweutynine ftIms> M "Then'* said th* 
general horn Washington, 4 *yottcan rent or sell them 
to married Marines as family quarters " These became 
the houses of the Stihgold dev^c^jrheiW, along E) 
Paseo street which runs from the back of the county 
hbraty westward to thearea of the present Twenrynine 
Palms high school, later, there were others built. 

Bud Schmid was willing m do almost anything to 
start getting rid of ^thc^eti^tos and "fielocatafafe^' (irn- 
mobile mobile homes) near the main pte— units 
which together amounted to Some $16 family quart* 
ers where the Marine wives, many of them with young 
children, ted w Eve on thai camatadetfe and low water 
pressure, plus conjeend with gas pilot lights which often 
wotild blow out during desert «ind$. then Bud 
Schmid arid his staff Manxes %r>uld have to crawl- 
ing around smsid &pt$#n£ and fclMk widow spiders 
under those mobile homes to get gas space hea*ef$ and 
water heaters going again, 

Most of this eady living was keeping house for in- 
direct fire unit? which came to the desert for brief fir- 
ing e*eteises< and helping the contractors watch over 
tbeii material and their building projects. The kind 



of tough, hot, and sometimes wind-and-rain abrasive 
work which the early glider pilots remembered, but 
without the airborne fm of soaring along those hills 
ill the up-slope currents. There was much neighborly 
Bm* theh and later, widi t^aspeople who^piild make 
a partyout of watching the flash floods go by, or hav- 
ing a picnic in the national monument or at Surprise 
Springs, feed Scantling go* to make the first dial tel- 
ephony^ Dr. fiill 
ince had a small cannon which he wpuldfire on "state 
oa^iorrs"* Life wasn't all that bad. 

Except for the Marine with a surprise setpf prdets, 
and over the years, orders to Twe&tyniue Palms always 
seemed to come as a surprise, first impressions always 
seemed pretty much the same: a hot, dusty, desolate 
military camp in a^m^sely-settled and lorfcly outpost 
of ^ town, l!he offit^who was^ 1^53) to 

replace fted Scantling as commander of the place, first 
thought of it as ail of the above. This was Colonel 
Brink, whbfirst code up ftp Twentynine ^ Pakns in early 
1953 with the Pendleton deputy cpitimander, 
Brigadier General Janac$ 4. St^ap:, And what wsfc 
more* as a 1925 graduate of the tt$. Naval Academy, 
Monte Brink believed the amphibious Marine Corps 
had made agjijpntie fp&of pouring funds into a sand 
pile so fer ftorn its aligned element. Brink wrote later 
of his fttst top up to the deseit: 

t w^sfl'jt ifnprcsscd by wiiat 1 saw. The new camp was &imr 



*Thklktic noise*inafcer fftmi Mexican 
by it considered it a leal boaot ■ 
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gut IE WJE Irdirnui if ihr ilfien lhj[ di.E ITijC appeal io m* 

tbf ump iii bciEin bu^ ■» ■ luiruft- unsi oiuj t*r*ten 
i raofe iif rtskj hilh hh! drp Ltr M |W wlmlr lunl - 
scape was bleak end desolate These hills to the East, without 
a sprig of vegetation, would radiate heat oo summer after- 
noons tike a slag pile The drj tale bed to me Wfest was spot- 
ted with alkali. The low cement barracks were being built 

gtfl I Elltrd in1an|i,jlpa jilailL vllah dhtTfi the jpprtl- 

UKr cf betiig 11 ruiit gui «i ■ bnj hilliklt I wu jure I rnuid 
bu«T picketi a beiiei spot, rim in she d±*tn 1 

On ikw way tuck down to FrndJcLon. b-irnk wrote 
lacer. thr geireral isked him whac hr (hough c*F rrw 
pEace 

I wbd i sure if be inc-jcn ibe camp or ibe idwh. B-ji rrw 
■ipjmoei of both was ilit lijtk "Nix reui.b. I jrj*ncil 
"Tbey should |j« ihr pi wit huk la iu Indiani." 

sic unikd. "Too Wi L *as "hoping pou would show mere 
riiiiiiisium Ift'n seeding hvu mil hot this -tunimer N scho 
as the Eunp is fleudud "■■ 

Back ht Cimp Pendleton. Colocrcl Bnnk soon baud 
of G^nffnl Mrppcr'j earlier irtiprainn t.sf rhf nuipcm 

i[ Twrncynipc Palm - the nnrwhkh had »dtfturticd 
Lieutenant Colonel Scantling. Brink placed that in- 
spection as early in July 19*3. Scantling's recollection 
was rhar an had hem eirJicr than ihi*. Ae aJU' rate. 
to nrnal Pepper bclind (he WiiFinw m the desen bad 
cotfiw upon i nrnmen* raore aruhln ihan Lbev 
dc?5C^™d. General rVppi'E amtrd Miinlr Prink "When 
ire yuu |ravin£ for "]wrnrv*Lmr PalmV" Upsht 1 * of thii 
was Brink left sooner iIij.ii he tapccLcd. hti in- 
vcntcify and balance sh<ei it&na bis pint rtdfcanftc 
duties Pt rVndlpron nuhtd to LOfliipJcitfin and ^vtiaL 
of the papers wrnc up <o Twcntynttie RiLrju later foe 
hl-s signature 

At the new base* be #«>*e tact* lie begam w un^ 
demand some of ftp pet% eoacem, the civilian con- 
tractor had taken aeet quite ;I lot of the old, ^b^kt 
facilities fioai giidkr ^hdol and kter da^. Mist mist 
of business i^fo^fid^ and morak of Ma- 
rines tos m icbntrol of old galky of A«? 
g lidfcr base(Gw^&^* Omt^a)* ^W^tte €Dtma£- 
tor was u^n^ 

Aimed wnfa GtwnJ r^ri" 71 aipmpni, I «tt» 

tua Sautb [Bud Scbmid] %a nrpnwTFira vitfi cbe Cjht- 
Mdcc-nr'3 SupenncendrnE. Tbr f^n chuL ihr i-ururiAiiiK vat 



*Mj5lr Hhirifc Jjcrt ixIImt atuUnd lu brlir. itfi(; Uir M^rirV txJTpl- 
HkI fTtJilr a p.id dral iiti liir bkak and drh:ijlT I J. 1 1 1 1 I'll .i I iilLii- 

iS-im. twa kfttt bt Wfirfti a* i.i^fimii>dinj: <JTu.cs if \h\r rttutr ftiim 

m \ 1,1 LmU. hr *rti*rd i'js ■ br^ilxfC |cllrljll 41.1 (hr Wt 
il:cil in 3B«rri(Tn=TH- P*|m.i cw\ \h Ouilbef tW vft V tJ" lh*l 

hrH-nn ilirn liav liurl it iljl! BefVrd U. %jfir id' |hr pdlLlriJrtl *J 

liiLfiL'i fuMfmJ li hen hr mj buried ia ibt TiTiihfqine Palms 

L«TiMePr 



thru moaiin bctsinJ in ha ^linluJc aJ*u ^ l3 , 
Hr *aii afreeabi^ providing m -^iilil Itrd kiih men ai ihr 
rte/jUi riniKi jii 11 r I a|reed co dbb irsd gnrini. m the lc|- 
epbone got a quick promise from Pendleton for additional 
cooks and a new mess setgcaoL This arrangement was in 
effect until in October when the contractor's peooemel were 
ail off of the station and worked better than 1 had expect- 

With the *fcia? gaJlfjy of glider days mmed mm the 
galley for Marines saitl 0eh ^iviliaa ^arJe^ES as 
were authorized to cat there, Colohel ^rilik ti^cd 

Staniliiit'H riialcnhift ^alJcfi- ilKO i maJcMhifr paH Q£- 
chsn^r T\vaI mjci nf fatilttjf hid bctn 1 naajnt LQft- 
cc-rn. rrf GtnccaJ Rrf^pct aLu, and Mnnre ftrink wrcne 
Jatri ihaE he wasi hurrying twCiU« he CTprrre.ct [he 

general to come up again $oon for another inspection. 
That did not happen, though, as General Pepper went 
off to a new assignment before he could visit Tfceoty- 
nine Palms again. 

Cr^o^el Brink also continued m press m&t 
qxme& fof d^ei^erits. tkz Ttey simper- 

vised by ScanUing and Sdimid after that telephone 
aft fenl General Hill, brought in its 50 homes ill 
fell of Wfth Ih^sev bmk<& bjr Vetetan^ Administra- 
tion financing, sold mfym vMwf pemmml ittaaifcs 
fern ststiff irfGO dit^ti^ tktztenant &AmtU &t 

tte^E tkp fer fiame and stucco houses. Most hid ttw> 
to tr^ee bedrooms, usi^iy one bath cht% a sittgk- 
ear garage and f ^t^sh£«4" lot$. 

A WtilM tt^t, h*s^f the Sun^nld, madfe iraaBabie 
another SO homes of tfiis tyt^ the erid of 19K This 
was dbe Hanrilt?oii Uract, These 100 bmm$i along with 
the trailers and relocatables near the main gate, provid- 
ed the bulk of available family bousing until the Ma- 
nn.- PjIjiiv ujmis wrfe rnmplrrrd a hi I lalrt 

Culiuad Bjink. J*c* liued the enejgef aiscii of "Sun- 
butnr Hnuiing'" Mnjw-soitie 20 ap^funefiL& cLatinH 
hark «q the Navy day* ac Gttiduf Fetid tn latrl dl.)l 
nf W^rtd Wai [i Thcw: wctt c?n izofkieie sJabi which 
Hill C^uid hr uxn in ilic mid-l^fflCh tUAl ut I lie prfieni 

Ftnn -Iniip-- Ln niim inrn die*- batiaLb ar Twcntv- 
ninc Rilms, time new rill-up cxiocme building, were 
the M aiinrt d LieutenaiiE Cotonel Eugene V. Doro'i 
Sit Anii-AirLKkfi Aniilrfy (AuTomaiic Wea^om) BaL- 
taJitin, j> General BraiiJc i-cl ailed Thu mutun Z9 Sep- 

^'BciBTJif i timriJ E*rmk wmc ikia m*in«Kfr|H torn m\m rf- 

m hr rreiit™ic-iii hmir hn rdrrcnjr i J pli---.ii cii "5nnirk 

hn hj|1|J y "^"u n iii iK nr rarfr di^ Hr Ksd d»H Wikt Bud SrtFinrJ 
ranw tqtl v**n ]■ cnoinundinf p-n«Ti! of ibt btsc in Kit of 

L-9J4. 




Marine turpi HinixiLbJ LIoUhuhi 
jHiijiitftf- barnicAi cottitntrttff of prccurf mmwcU p#*tfi irr&jfjpnrjtetf wtjk taw- 



itmbcf My* In Ocrobei of ihaE year, ihe fc*r iSimm 
Gun Battalion (Lieuicnam Colonel Raymond D. 
Wright | arrived tn the dtsen. bui firei moved ltjso a 
■ l ei i un i: i >u- 1 1 ™.-ard Surprise Spunks and Camp WU- 
h cticrvud into suffie uf the new huUdingE ufl 4 

Nmmber. 

As Farce Troopa unm began cq ajrivc and sciilc in 
u.i i he nrw Lumjjlt^ id ihe de*eiL j Kin* ArulJeu 
HtajdtjuaJtrts ncC up shop Qd 27 Cklftbrt L9}3, wkh 
LiflttCtallt Cokinrl Crrnrgr H- Fend in rnrtiitiand. He 
was succeeded on IB Nffirmbcr by Colonel Clarence 

A Barningrr BaTnin^rr rrjiLamrd until ratly the fcj- 
lowing year when on S January 1954. Culonel Tho 
S. Ivry assumed ihar command Thli waj -i force 
lVoops orjjanizaEEon which funniofied under [he um- 
brcJLj command ot" Brigadier CJeneroJ Joseph W. Larn- 
shaw uf Force Troops. Pacific. General Joe Earnshiw's 
fbft flew ic Gimp Ptndleion tn those dayi. 

Other umu which l jjne up ihe hill io the desen. 
lolkrwjil£ iIium: mtfiltiuncd abuvc nuludcd ihe iSL 
75rJam Ahii-Ainraif AjlilJcty Tfachitlg Balltry, U:r 2d 

L"> r >:cini Gum BaduJi 2:r Jil i:Li A:-i,-Aii. uJl 

AniElrry BanaJinn, rtn: 2d Anli- AicLra.lL AmJJrty ( Au- 
tgmarir WrapwO Banahnn, rhc ].t l»rtim Hcmil- 
zer baaalrfin. and a deiachmenE nf rhr In E>mfck*r 



Sirrvi<€ Uruufi This .lineup of units, with Tom Ivey 
in command af Fuclc- Ttuups dementi, and Monte 
bnnk in command nf the hair, tftnrifiued lldlII lue 
m4 when Col™] Brink's luuf ended.** 

While rhb early TFddpa buildup took plaxe, 
Colonel bnnJc lahce-r wrote thut (tfttound hidi 
Grown io ibouc 200 enlined Mirind{bf enriT 19)4), 
and J'rora eijihi bo about a dozen offke rc Th ir mJiM ■ 
rd ^JcnuLh. llnnk noced. amounred tn 'IfsS thaii haLT 
i if i *ir. a.uihorized SEPen^ih." Noe an uncommon Yxt- 
tlc fiah in tlte Marine Corps at any tune befcur or 
itnrr j.nd rspcciaJly ihen *hUe the KoreiLn VC-'ar emer- 
gency continued. Ai least nuw there we« (jfowixi| 
numbefi of Riicr Tnx>p4 MadfLt*. who could "aug- 
meni" for the twe- if ther nutttial adminbtrjEiye ai- 
rangemenu could be rurnmrrrtf <jui 

[n April of IVM rhe two chapels were dedicltwl^ 
mih Gencial Earrwhaw up from fcndleton. along "H(h 
Mijor General and Mm. John T Seldcn. Colonel 
Bricik, Culonel lvey_ itnd both genrrd ofEcen said ■ 
fm wtn/dh, ai olid Lhe scfuof chaplain from [he Uih 



*Jha Jqm rue sqLui*- eiaf rJ^ wnJi chc rei aUccciiiru. of Gunner? 
SetfMiii J i Ail it Milkr Lkii adUitl yitun^ Jci endir Gaibntt fiom'c 
jjjijwi a rtir -fini in mmr iiirn i In im l.-uiliiiin.;-. J iiu^ii ihc 

pacr v£ Hi ibc H£* clinp bn idllf hVsik U lh.it UIIUT. 

mcEnowft fadr a bn iwj iJh win I'hr pomr h- rhu liKrHyninr 
Klru wu ■:ojiiinr io Ldr u i or^ rruiar bdlirf hi ibc dem 



"Fnp.r |n .:)• in: l?Giw" LcrfTinmadttl thftL lad ibrcu^h Ltir 

UKtewn <rf Bnmh. Cu(™irJ JiJ"h i rH4fieM, iiiLalh ^nd ib^jJIi 
MR deuched cammuidS C^wnrnMiilini crfTura 1 ! IiiJ li^l jLifii- 
Jkcian far '"ofljcf Inn" and km-Jral LUMti-rP4i1«J Cj£iacti| 
iouna-miinaJ iiiEPdmiim rernanrwd *nh rhr mpri rnr - -- ^ ■ ■ ■ i ^ 
jcwrili ar frndkioa A bic Lbccl ■» «c 4nll ht. i qntirtMrvJi^c 
jdiiLfral ieT icarc "Lewdi. Pacific mowd nmni Pcmflt Km iipnilwrn- 
1 1 1 ■ ■ iTrr MroL and Jim ioc4 hn cmif rnrraJccnjn ivniulK^iuri vi|h 
huni Ltue suius- feu Twennnioc Palm, "hirh aim rulT in W "* 
nude ir in ill rcuprvra i'Miuc" wiiln+iiniilnr n J Iju.^1 |luo- 
dacbran ind rnpmnMliT 



(No scale available) 
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Naval District, Navy Captain Donald E Kelly, from 
San Diego. By this time the Twentynine Palms parade 
ground had taken on its mid-1980s configuration (be- 
fore Sturgis Road crossed it). 

At the top of the slope stood the newly-cast head- 
quarters building, looking westward to the snow caps 
of San Gorgonio and San Jacinto. The chapels faced 
each other across the parade. Below them stood the 
clubs for enlisted Marines— from the lower ranks to 
sergeant on one side, to the staff NCO club on the 
other. At Brown Road, beyond the clubs, was the base 
"civic center" of post office, post exchange, bank, and 
theater. It was a base of which to be proud, even — or 
perhaps because of— its frontier-like setting on that 
previously desolate hillside which Colonel Brink had 
so disliked. 



The chapels were buildings of great beauty and simplici- 
ty. Hereafter, whenever I escorted VIPs around the Base, 
which was often, 1 took them through one of the chapels 
first, then to the theater and finally to one of the messhaUs, 
By that drne they were convinced that remarkable things 
could be done with concrete. 4 

Colonel Brink, who started a tradition during his 
tour in Twentynine Palms by being grand marshal of 
Pioneer Days parades on horseback (although later 
commanders have mostly ridden in open autos), was 
winding down his desert duty. Although he continued 
to live in old quarters in the Condot Field buildings 
near the main gate, most other activities and units had 
moved into new concrete buildings. In the fall of 1954, 
some four grades of elementary school held classes in 
those old buildings, since a growing population of Ma- 
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dm juniors bad put die meager ipwn school build- 
ing facilities into o*er-caparity. Even risen, the help 
was uot suffidetti^ and double sessions bad to be held 
id those m^^shift school rooms* 

% late 1954 #t number <rf things d^%uib^s toward 
^entyhine Palm?. Monte Blkk rit^d retirement 
Colonel John S. Oldfieid, Basic School Class of 3 5 
classmate of lorn h^ wound up his timas <&mmaad- 
ing officer of the 11th Marines in Korea, and needed 
a new argument. Commands at Pendleton owned 
the most artillery tmits at the first m*jor stop ea*st of 
Korea; hut for west coast artillery, all roads new led 
to Twentyniae Rdms. fcendletou "seconded" Barney 
Oldfield to^d ^ventynine Palms, after some leave, 
to arrive late in 1954** And meanwtttle^ ^thso mauy 
west coast FMF units now Up at Iwpntymhe Ealms, 
Brigadier J^ Earnshaw's command atifedteton be- 
gm to seem fonefy 3le decided* however* not so move 
to the desert j but the officer slated to replace htm in 
the $urnmer of 1955, Brigadier <kneril Thomas O 
McFaxiand (ifaeri assistant commander of the 3d Ma- 
rine Division in Japan) thought he might move his 
command post to Iweotynine Palms, 

Abo, at about the time Colonel Brink prepared to 
leave, the officer who had replaced Scantling as ex~ 
ecutive officer, lieutenant Colonel Marshal R r 4f Ray*- 
Mlcher headed for transfer and rerirccaent. This 
provided an opening fcrfted Scantlings soon to return 
from duty with the 3d Marine tJmsionin the Ear East 
(in mid-1955), to become ex^riyeoffiter for fiarney 
Oldfield. It provided a team whfch niade for a very 
effective command and management through the 
transition period fiom late 1954 to foil base status for 
Tweotynine Palms. 

Thefirink-Oldfield jdhange <tf command took place 
on 29 December 1954* Golonfel Brmk ^ait back down 
to Pendleton where he prepared for retirement, and 
Colonel Oldfield and his wife moved into a house 
which Tom Ivcy had arranged to be available for them 



Schooimaswi in Jmmpunc Sate thm, andfer many yw& 
berth fore sted aft the tie*, w& Tfcd Hayes* a delightful and stfio- 
hiiy old rascsd of plain taJt ■&o&,gm&^-wQi &&twm$. Jfe 
recalled til tte mid4980s thai, hade in die £a&^rktWar -II days 
bdbre the Marines wkpm in ^2, San Ber&ardioo thought about 
taking over tbe old base asi pin; of die school facilities for Twenty* 
nbe Balms. Turned it down, though, ^jtecaJjoi the bu&liiigs 
were iKrt stressed to wid^aiid caitbquafecs Tho^e ooe-stoiy frame 
buildings *e*e dbout as ptone to earthquake damage as at* orange 
cfatei But that decision &*ed the place for the Marine ':€6^v : *E& 

**Hiis was wefa irfeen anyone named CHdrleld got nicknamed 
"ttomef aftct a fanxws driver on c^ amo rape tracks- ^obflJSfaet- 
man &\dfh&r tosr. out to '"Bainey* duonfc tbe Basic School Class 
of 1935 



put in town. Although much of the base construction 
now was winding down* at last in its first major incre- 
ment, there was not yet much impttswement in on-base 
housing. G>nsrjrucrion rfwhaa: later was to become the 
Marine Ralm$ housing area had just scratched the 
desert* and so the traljeis and relocatable* remained. 
In the mid-19S0s t Qldfield recalled that there were 
then* when he came on board, about 7*000 enlisted 
Marines at Ttentynine, the bulk of them being Force 
"Hoops personnel As has been noted* more housing 
was available in the town; and iniX> the bargain some 
slow growth in the town reflated the boo& to local 
economy which came from the base and its growing 
population. 

Noting this economic linkage* die Jpjshua Tree 
Monument National Bank, a small, privately held 
bank "chain* with its mam high d<^ert 6cility in Twen- 
tynine Psims, opened a serwee branch on the base, 
on 20 January 1955* e^rlyin thetenure df Barney Old^ 
field. Bank owner and prMdtot Joseph R Wasserburg- 
er came to the base for eeremonies. Camp Pendleton 
base commander General Selden came up; Colonels 
Oldfield and Ivcy were there. With General Selden, 
portencfing things to come for Twentynine Palms v was 
Colonel Itandall M. Victory, then assistant base com- 
mander at BcikJ^n, later, ^ a brigadier getfc|al, Vic- 
tory became the second commanding general of the 
new base at 'Rraitynine Pahns, following command- 
ing general number one, Tbm McFarl^nd. 

On this day, wdkoming the \mk fitility m the base, 
ribbons were cut and brief words of dedication and 
welcome were spoken. Service, security, progress, com- 
munity cooperation, convenience, all were lauded or 
promi&d. No more did dtiietK, town or base, think 
themselves a frontier or a cfc$ert version of the wild 
west. But in a bit le& Asm six months r^me the mfe- 
mous Twentyninc Kalms bank caper, Neither a Jesse 
James nor a Bonnie and Clyde afiair, the event 
noitethel^ss caused an exasperating inconvenience for 
a number of xkys, a subject for gossip and specula- 
tion for months, and a water shed episode which 
forever after separated eariy^ay-Marin^ (and towns- 
people) from those who came later when civilization, 
no doubt shout it, really arrived* 

On Monday morning, 24 July 1935* base and town 
re-opened after % ^emingly uneventful weekend, but 
then almost at once the wo-year-old dial telq>hones 
in both communities began to ring off the bulkheads* 
said Marines and townspeople who remember the day. 
In town and on the base, facilities of the Joshua Hee 
Monument National Bank— the only bank in the 
cpmmumries--had been lo^Wl up tighter than new 
boots by ftdpal b^hk cacamiiiets. Shortages figured 



to go over a half million dollar, rumor had it (Later 
official wotdput die defitit at $678,000,) And the FBI 
was looking for the Tteritynirie Palms manager of the 
bank* Roseoe D. Goons, lliey sow found him, a 
47-year-old ^000-a-year man, at Bel Mar, that race 
track down toward San Diego once advertised by m 
eariy owner, Biag Crosby, as the tti^ ^eie tiirfn*eet$ 
surf. In T^fetttysiitte Palms, Roseoe and Betty Coons 
lived on at modest scale. At Del >tat, the FBI found 
them at their B * R Stahtes. Ro&oe Godm riot only 
played die pomes, he owned a five-head dutch Of 
them. 

Marines and townspeople ted a few mxkm mim? 
convenient iays, with no way to ^writc cheeks or with- 
draw ri^orie^ Maoy stores extended «^edit to Marine 
families and townspeople alike, The Federal Deposit 
Insurance Co*por^^ 0mp0^ 
shop to give d^^tors Mmi^ed access to HmSted fimds 
for htdth ando^ die 
Gtizcns National Thist and Savings Bank of Riverside 
(later assimilated by die preterit Security PWfic Bank) 
was authorized by the BsdedJ authorities to operi 
emergency hdimespn the b#m arid m fhe town. Fi- 
nally, on Wednesday* 3 August i$^^ CMmm %m 
reopened that ©nee proud Joshua Umm^^M^ma^ 
al Bank brfcrich On the base, and things got hack to 
potmal* 

Roseoe Coons was indfetad by a Federal grand jury 
on 21 September on 25 counts of embezzlement, tie 
eventtj^lty pj^^ gitilty to eight a^urits; and io April 
of 1956 was found ^^£^|20^p0O, and ^nten^ed 
to 20 yeais in prison. If has race horses seldo m i^hed 
well, neither did he. Bmkeu int ^&Jt and he^tk Rosr 
coe Cbons died not toog after he went off to prison* 

Meanwhile, in the weelc before the harik closed, 
Brigadier General Thomas (J. Mc&dand ritoved his 
Farce Ifoop* command post from Pteodleion to the 
desert. On 1 July; he had replaced Joe Earnshaw at 
the command; arid as has been noted, had detesrdned 
it was rime for die command to iqjjo* the bulk of its 
wits— most df them of she artillery £paity—out to 
Twcmynine Palms, Colonel O&ffidd remained com* 
imndingic^er^tibEr^^a^f sdll technmllythe Ma- 



+rit ihc Nrt LlJTiin,!, Hi^nLri' Iwriirftl tilifcfidJ Hfl 1 Kj4 
■ ririrp i ihr,^ iy ■ lir I ilnirriiJ >:r-,ri' jr ienit* | IqJuFW WSJ 

r*i piT rpf qmnrrlp | iih tuj flymen*. Iliri uhxn ibe bank m 

i lifJ"=|. p-Fr c*Ki.k InrumtEl, i£hJ [far LltS ihttHtAfd. fU tlAlllJ ikuiR? 

•■ j«i 1 ihrii Jitd lip *rfkd iuluf i ihtik. uol± cfat US run wnuddn'r 
K«f1 imp ihrrt. tvm on Another buic. A mjfix piobken iiu> wu 
i In- Ian Mariiirt Hfl -deliffd Qvt dasr in fKfnin^ their par 
urur v kait » inJuc up ne" rMpmlli. Ddiane. . . . miff rwrr- 
iiit in- nnwn liLed fortx* Omul uid nwn *m mitt i* kc hun 
i*i i pirn F-k hid benriendrd mm>- pcoplr" 



rine Cwps Iraining Center under Camp Pendleton. 

Afao in the life-goes-on department, on Thrirsday 
of that weekof the tokxtosii^i Cokrail Qldfieldand 
officials of die P. I. Wifeey Company of long Beach 
pit die rihbori to tn&k the openirig of the Marine 
Pahris fusing area, tix^ ^tit home^tyle versions 
cf the concrete tilt-iip te<^nique^ arid Wilsey and 
Compaq brought in 4£$ units for psst a bit uoder fi 
million dcilats. Amtatty, the ecaatract was for 
$3>9S8,OO0 and included streets, sidewalks* sewers, 
lights along die streets arid, Of corisse, m the homes, 
^aot swamp coolers oh the roofs f&t desert air condi- 
m®mg* fee ymt& fo a c^ittplete ?&ht#, 

A later icirarii^dijd^ 
s^^^at|^^ss lad ^t^fell^ 
when the tern got a new name and a riew fri&$ori, 
jilted the pla^e rf the early yem % steqay Ktite ar^ 
tUli^ Maj# Maries cf ttett period weftrtd fQ 
after him san^g s^kes* I^ from sle^py t the ar- 
tillery people "wore out the tufeEf ttairiihg tm tbeir 
vast expanse of desert m the waning days of the Koijesan 
War perfod vA^i budgets andmannmg levels still re* 
mained healthy Nor *sas there much n^pii^ lm 
COtonel OldiS^d's bs^se Marines, housekeepers" for 
an ever^acpsffidii^f M houser Now diere vpere dubs te 
mauag^^a post e#farige ^stem, swimui&ig ^oofe, 
theater* ^©tM «#nt^ base stahles, a modMt 
interphase athteck pn^ram, ranges, ammumtferi 
huritets^ ba^se maintenance, new coi^rucrion budg- 
ets to justify and supervise, tnesshalls, medical and 
dental fitdlities e^mding, and cooperation whh the 
civilian cooununky vbkfc $dm& fat deperiderits drew 
ftderal "impact 1 ^ fond$. 

In the midst of all th^ and early in 19$& came the 
least day of aQ fbt Bam^ dldfieid and Fred 
Sjbaridirig— |4us a number ofoffa&s atTw^^mneimd 
at $1 Thro. Aithoggh the "ri^^fcriqw 1 ' list *as kept 
to an absolute minimum, m$ no one e*et $i^^t«d 
a plaque o^ht m be put up* a d^^atti<m 
thought of at the time might have become **Xhe Day 
tbqt Re-n^ned ^te Mdumainf to those eariy ardtety 
4a% many firing exercises began 6ots bivouac &nt 
near Stupxise Spring^ Ifa couvoy came upfir^iPen- 
ifletori, it turned north on the Sunfeir Road, some dis- 
tance of die town of f ^ni^rurie Palms, and 
headed into die base area generally toward a loue 
mcpuntain then called Pint© llountain. Tti&e vsere 
other iriOuritains m the area then sometimes called 
the Krito Mo^tadmf (jrfi^).Tlie^act^ 
Bullicpn, tfee Sh^|p tjole, arid the edges of the Pinto 
Ba^n t the latter actually in eastern reaches of the 
Joshua Tfee Natfcsjal Monument Cte Aeday in ques- 




I ]r|iB|rittrnl iiC Drtcftkr PhtilL- | L JJSlM i 

t.nf .Sppirrtr Rrrger, ngjfrJ r i.^mmjndtntf Officer, "VA- M jnjr/r, i/i\cu\rf\ lf?f Fyifrtfif 
of a mar&m gvx m*fi mm&trj of Cot*p*x¥ G. Stf/ofe*. w^u iw-tr*/ *r j^gfuiim 
Jurrng PriFEi IIL dpw af irtvrt/ fie/J ttttfiiel Jsrring iitf tn'nltr of 



tinn, ill jf this £i>nfu9dfij} descn cermn conspired en 
l j use Minne aJrciift from EL Tore eo dump 3 Hiing 
i ie lmmta 1 1 1 3 ihc ErscrvaticKn. generally dung ih? 

highway iu-ih mi 11E the tLrthtt uf T*cnlynuie PlLflU. 
Tn chf i.ri ilir .. J i '.-.ivp-ii inn* fligtn leader, who hut been 
fiequendy Merced e^n if bi> najn-c cannnr. he fcralled, 
ihc hnmlw went Out 3«ted jn she *afc urmiig. There 

MIT five OfHS irf rhc "hPTim.i f- i: ■ ill - in it. I mini 

i later period) and ilmou before the d oh icidcd Bar 
□ey Obdildd (a cool-htaded man who earned rbe Si]- 
«r Star Medal oil Iwojimi), was on the horn with 
old friend Colonel Michael Sampa*. dne chief nf staff 
ai El Tocu. 

Ai Oldfield reraJled much later, thus- in thai 
frightful spnng of l'JW pun afier sa jecruiti dciv. lied 
in i tra^jc irai ntnfl acctdeni ai Rjbbon Creek at Pacri* 

blind. The Malint C: r|. ■:■ wdJkrJ ujfc chrn lor 

leilty [he flm lime that anyone could renvcjnber- 
RDuig clear hack to at least prio-r eo- WueJcI "ft-ai I. Sud- 
denly lii the afictnmh of SLibbuEi deck, it had be 
liinjc a Marine Gcrfjii ft ilh a had. ptfra. Barney Oldfield 
and _4Jke ^arnpas, ckM warning io rumrrhlice mop? 10 
thn held ihnr breach, wnt explosrve ordnance dl5- 
pnyal < F,0D> teams oui along the road, bioughr in dl 
the unenploded bombs, and then breaibed a collec- 
tive Hgh of relief. And it was [hen. or very shonJy 

Thereafter, thai rh* rrii.->un | ajq hetame kncwn 11 
Hidalgo. 



u l gurw gric anv wiih it," Ffcd Scandtng «jd 
many jran brer. FUit pivxm ai ilie iamc f^rberinf 
wai Chc[ Ellis, hw5b*ndi id Blanche □Jts Triio "cen- 
u ailed" thai lnri||-a|p lelephnoe wiifiliLmaid, and who 
t^|]ei:ted grear nones aboui J^hna Ttrci and n:aJiy 
<sthcr hifthlijjhts and lowlights ef desert hissnry T.hci 
i*hn in cdujic calk yeafi had been president erf rbc 
TuTJirviunr PaLmh Chamber of Commcrre, nni]rd 
kn^ningty, bus hhook bus held. "We knew about it," 
he raid, "bus *t were roorjici^ for you all the vay" 
Which. Qif r ihe ytan, xnma upquiie wetl rhe cooper- 
attvr spinr whic b Ka> ptmiLed bet^red tht ivwn and 
"its 1 * baw, 

And thii "day ihey renamed rhe mnuncain" u not 
to be tonfuicd with another sltghily less friphieninp 
day, "tbe day ui i he drimie."' On rfciaE occasion, Uatney 
Oldfield iteaJJed. mi airborne urfttt dione went 
AW^O'L did m "HuiiLt Gredcy™ *esEbound toward 
fitipuLacrd ^ jxiucLM iL Suji BcJTiafdLliu COUnty. and soon 
Ktmniccl oui 4if Jighl. Geflcfal Oldtscld recalled thai 

the California Highway ftLtM *W enJJcd, and. "ihen 
m wit and waited fui Lmd iicts " Nun* ".jl"^- Jlrriiaiiii 
□f ihe ^awurd drone were found *eeks licrr in [be 
EDtMinuucii, where ir crashed hutmLcs-sLy 

If this was Lhc wild west, ir brought enjoy mens in 
no one. Clearly, "Iwenrynmr Palms- lL»ngtr <wi an 
amUery bivrKiac in ihe uncharged ou[back More man- 



power was needed a number of things. Excellent 
leadership had been pa hattd from the outset, but 
often {^mmanders were forced to ha?rc to get bjr on 
the cheap. Clearly the*e was greater potent in thi$ 
tost expanse of desert tbita initial^ hid feeen thought* 
Time had come for complete command autonomy to 
cut apron strings from Gamp Pendleton. 

Bjr the end of 1956 the Marine Corps had weathered 
pretty well the bCT^cm^jpcsdod oftheBibbonCr^k 
tragedy; The bile sli^ of wpopu^t^^# tte Korean 
War began to fade from the jdvtliaa fioatfs memo*?- 
In the Middle East Prcjridjept Na$ser of Egypt begsui 



to court the Russians with a cotton*for-arms deal, 
signed up the Soviets to btuld his Aswan dam, land 
then recognized <^mpuuist China— a more the US. 
tried to tim0 wherever it Gould. Then, match dan- 
gerously dose to j&jse^ the British and French on 31 
October 1^56 foUbwed Israeli fortes into the Suez in 
an attempt to prevent Nasser from turning back tiihe 
to aftp^cMi majority of voters decid- 
ed they still W^V^ mdi^mSitaj^ forces bad best 
be to again, Tim m build. The 

Qa^M*Ag^im& Psdms pttpared to become ^newr 
Myotic Corps base. 



CHAPTER 6 

Base Status 



Id construction days, Colonel Monte Brink, com- 
manding officer of the base side of the house, and 
Colonel Thomas Ivey r then commanding such artillery 
%&& other Rite Troops uiii^ ^ were in the high desert 
at Twentynine Palms, flawed their resp^ve command 
and staff organisations into the new headquarters 
building at the top of the parade ground in mid- 
february 1$>54. As has been noted, Brink served un- 
der base command of Camp Pendleton; Ivey com- 
manded under the flag pf Brigadier General J<*eph 
W. Eamshaw qf force Troops* Pacific* then in head- 
quarters at Camp Pendleton. The headquarters build- 
ing at Twentynme Palms had been planned for the 
hanging of two hats, a force Troops command at one 
end and a base command at the other, with rhestroc- 
ture connected in the middle by a sally port. Offices 
Iked single mrridors in each direction, a suite of com- 
mand space ended each corridor at the for ends. At 
the postern Side of the central breezeway, an inner 
courtyard shaped up, for additional offices and for 
communication center buildings. Looking westward, 
the sally port framed the parade in the foreground 
and the sweeping desert vista beyond, stretching in 
all its Subtle colors to the mountains, often snow- 
capped, *tthe San Gorg&nio ftss. Except for the very 
modern pie-cast concrete construction, it might have 
been a US, military fort of a century earlier. 

Into this building, at the ForceTroops end, the new 
force 'Stoops, Pacific, commander, Brigadier General 
Thomas G. Mcferlahd, had flaoyed his staff and flag 
in mid-Julyof 1955. On the 1st of July 1955* that big* 
ex-football player— from The Citadel and from All- 
Marine teams in the 1920s— had replaced Brigadier 
General Eamshaw in command, A bit more than a 
year and half later, foite Troops, Pacific, and the baic 
at Twentynine Palms had grown up together into a new 
age and a new status. 

Facilities, letterheads, funds, and budgets were lined 
Up during the: remainder of 1955 and most of 1956. 
At the end of May 1956, California Congressman Har- 
ry & Sheppard visited General McEarLand and Colonel 
John S. Oldfield, bearing the good news that some 
$15 million in new funds were being made available 
fbfc the base. Things had to be looking good for a eon* 



gressman to make that kind of a trip, with that kind 
of new$< Earlier, this same friend from Washington 
had championed the Navy Department's request for 
a moratorium on the filing of ''|ju^b^ r homesteads 
near the base. This was in the days when Fred 
Scantling worked so hard to help U.S. attorneys close 
out all those bothersome abandoned, and all but for- 
gotten, mining claims which dotted die reservation. 
Now; by late 1956, all seemed to be in order The loy- 
al seamstresses from the Marine Corps Supply Depot 
in Philadelphia stitched up a new flag for a new com- 
mand; the day for unfurling was soon at hand* Ma- 
rine Corps Base, Tfcentynine Palms, came, into being 
on the desert 

On 1 February 1957, at 1330, Major General Ge- 
orge E Good, Jr.* of Camp Pendleton, gave this new 
flag to Brigadier General McEarfand, and thereby gave 
him also Pendleton's former "desert training center." 
General Good also "gave" him Colonel Barney Old- 
field and the remainder of the base side of the com- 
mand. Now, with one officer owning both ends of the 
command building, the general officer at Twenty nine 
Palms wore both hats— as commander of force Troops, 
Pacific, as well as Marine Corps Base, Twcntynine 
Palms, 

Colonel Oldfield was there for the ceremonies, as 
were other officers of command and staff. And on the 
parade ground for the ceremonies; and marching in 
review to the musk of the new command's band, were 
Marines of the 1st Medium Anti-Aircraft Missile Bat- 
talion, the 1st 75mm Anti-Aircraft Group, and the 
headquarters command of the new base. 

About four months later— near the end of May 
1957— came a jaw-dropping news account from 
Washington. Senator Alan Bible from Nevada said 
that a Senate Public Lands Subcommittee hearing in 
the nation's capital had found that the Marine Corps 



*Thra Ihke djv "brtrf Pwn." bv cenna ci pinjpiphr ,2u^r> b . 
The Minne Carph JJuiluI. did uf ill fl*|>. icJkm, nuuiiidj, 
gufduru, memo, isd cm Then they mar them, uun go ihqr fan 
dut *httt emepe bf ixrft»Jiiiujfi ftiih nupt witkh imA jfi ihd whale 

■hi.-rli! jiiiJ In wiIlJiiH£ bt%l rapsily lulFiillg tu JiuluT, Tlui WU 

ihr umr Fiiil j.irl|^iix " i-ilirf *hrtp" WJirtC ilHtaffl 

-I .Id nii-.lr ■■!!■ illrjju.'c jndurJlli if id ullitr jtLiMlirceittfill. 




had " i jkcn aver" Twencynine Films with no tide jnd 
ni> permission He was shocked, said Senaror Bible, 
thai the Mannes hid taken ewer the land and had 
s pen i mart dim jU million "wjchout cwn che sennch 
of a pen 10 show k hid. a ngh r to be [be re." on i base 
where ownership- hjJI was in doubt 

Cufl.j'irt&tfi.in Sbcppard came to ?hr 
nun hid been grimed , he said, in L9"S2 Then was 
i bdl, bud the CiJjfornia congressman, pissed fc* Con- 
gress and signed by the President, wbrh iuihnii«d 
rhe Und acquisition and base construction In L9W. 
Sheppardsaid, be helped the Navy and Marine Corps 
Kct approval ind funds co pay off all chow claims for 
Ixrid nut i pin of public do mi in ihrcd Stani ling's gold 
mines, and eic.J. The nrw Marine Corp^ fta-y:, Twrn- 
n/ntne Palms, continued to- march 

In ihe meantime the new hue hid been far frum 
idle. On 16 March l £ >V. marking an age whrch wm 
perhaps, more genteel, the base laid on a Shamrock 
BaU for sergeant* and below at ihe Theater buildme 
lr was chr Finn uk-Hi suual raoi for the new law, aiid 
well mended!, tna USD eHotu hcou(hi in >™n| la- 
dies m hurmJ ajiirc, to be mei by desen-buined Ma- 
rines in drew blue* or some form of con ind lit. h 
was ■ MTUuhinp; lUccess. DaiKC mum of a Yjpu wruJi 
ha-i nric hoen hrjzcE zeiulIi miilc I how da^ wan plavcd 



Bui ir not all parties, even in char age when the 
Korean War was jjone and the one in Vjetnam was yec 
su far away. From the scan, the desert base had exist- 
ed tur bcriom uainm^.. and m Jaie ApriJ the lanunand 
put together ~Bi£ Shsjcnr which the pcess tailed "the 
largest amUery demonstration ever held here" 
Repieseniau^e weapons from those on hand at Twtn- 
cynLne Palms paiucLpated, as did other anillery units 
I com ihe Esi Marine Division, nuw baj_k "I Juror" ugain 
(nam Korea and shaking down ai Pendleton. ALthou^h 
l Slaved altaic she shou-l deuiucbtditcJ m. 1 1 j.L I lie 
wapons tftuld du, and shum-d a* well whai the ftcw 
base was worth ±.s a ttauunjj iiwrl .Sonic I ,^D0 jrui ■■= 
mcr uci tuciJ. uitd 7j6f O^dcri'j^rjn f rj i/ AmncijJ 
ihrnL were aluh riuiablra j ■ iciiicl Genera I HcKllnnd 

M (Howling Mad J Smith, the person who dkd mmh 
co conquer the ott upitd iiEands of the Pacific in Wucld 
War IJ; rettred General Alfred H. Nohlt, who wnic 
huLk wjih die oJd timers- to Bdleau Wood ^ where ai 
a first lieurerunt he earned the Na^> Cru*s^ ajid lor 
wiSii tu ...j IL tiuajid uL Pjcr ii Inland whede he laum hed 
President TfUnia^'b EjEceutivt Order Nhx 99P1 <nf 26 
July liWa), which ended nuia.1 «(g;frgasiiiri m rbf 
ainfced icrvaLev. rrtircd Lieuirnajit GcnrnaJ Ed wand A, 
Graig. i.rlecaja ut halilr?. a.i Bnu^ainvtllr, Gusjti (whrrr 
hr earned ihe Navv Crou), and JwuJiicLi bdure be- 



coming a hero all over again in the early days of the 
Korean War; retired Major General Oregon A. Wil- 
liams and serving Brigade General William W. 
Sricfcney, then Deputy Director of Marine Corps 
Beserves. 

Itwas General McFarland's final big shew at hk new 
command. After all, he had taken over Ibrce Stoops 
in the final d^i^ of its Fcndleton stay, and had been 
on hoard in the high desert since mid-1955, when he 
moved tm command post into the new headquarters 
building, Now he was being succeeded by a newly 
promoted brigadier general, Randall M, Victory, who 
had been present in T^tynine Palms on the fateful 
day in January 1955 when that ilMatcd branch bank 
opened on Brown %mi* Tbena colonel, he had been 
chief of staff at tedteton: 

General Vtootfc a veteran of Saipan and Tinian 
(I^ioi^ofM^rit), and Iwb Jim* (Btomse St^ SJedal) 
as an artillery officer and before Wwld Watttas officer 
in charge -of the famous "Horse Marine" inPeiping, 
China— among many other duties ashore and 
afloat — accepted that fite-monjdi-«rfd T^entynine 
Palms flag from General McBariand in ceremonies on 
the parade on 28 June 1957. 

All in all, the first year for the new base and its 
tenants had been a busy one. The Observation For* 
touched $uch highlights as the spring triumph of a 
singing group from the 2d Anti-Aumft Anillery Bat- 
talion (first called the "Boondoekers" and later the 
"Four Balms'*), which first won an lith Naval District 
talent contest, then the All-Navy finals in New Yoxk r 
and then oli 12 May 1957 reached the heights of those 
days— an appearance on the Ed Sullivan TV show. In 
October* T&f Gfa&mtitm Past reported that "Pvt 
Muggs, base mascot, was back on duty after doing a 
stretch in the pound" Charges and spec&ations were 
not spelled out- Early in Nqyonbei; the l$t and 2d 
105mm Howitzer Batteries (towed) came up firewn the 
iltb Marines at Pendleton, and rntegnttcd into the 1st 
Field Artillery Group at iWentynine Wms. And in 
Decentber, individual n>ail deliveries began for resi- 
dents in the Marine Palms and die Trailers housing 
areas. 

then, reporting other sorts of deliveries, Olh 
smatiimt^Mm birth column of the t January 1958 
issue carried an historical ffife of some moment in this 

fashions 

23 Pceemb^i— s^t, Ri!pfa NcilI v to Major ami Mrs. Ealph 
K. Culver. 

24 Eteeembcf— sail, J^to Kctttttth* to Majtie and Mrs. 
ffafefc-X* CuJwil 

And of course they were twin sons bom on both 
sides of that midnight as the new base neared its first 



Christmas; and of course they were the fij$t twins born 
to Marine parents at Tfeentynine Palms* even though 
the only medical feeility up to such a task still was off 
the base, in the Ince Hospital. 

In ^ mid-i^Kte, retired Colonel Ralph Culver Said 
that although the medical facility on the base still 
amounted to only a small dispensary, he and his wife 
had decided that she would stay in the high desert 
for the births of the expected twins, and depend on 
the Ihce hospital. Their first born, a daughter, had 
been a bit early; they chose not to try to plan ahead 
to get to the hospital at Pendleton at the proper time* 
or the A^t Barce one at March Air Rxrce Eas$ either. 
Besides, Colonel Culvet said they were in the good 
and experienced hands of Chesty PtUleft former bat- 
talion surgeon, Dr. Edward tincoln Smith, Also, 
although that provided assurance enough, the Ince 
hospital staff frequendy Was augmented by young 
Navy d^otsfiom the base, "moonlighting" hi their 
off-duty houts. 

Colonel Quiver, an attorney, in 1952 had teen S-3 
(operatbns office*) of 1st Battalion, 1st Marines; then 
he got transferred to Race Hoops* Pacific, in Match 
1957, and sent up to Twentynine Palms to join die 
force Tfoops-Biase legal staff of lieutenant Colonel 
George £ BJackburnJr. Wiethe new flag for Twen- 
rynine Palms came also general courts-martial juris- 
diction, and other such allied legal duties and 
responsibilities for the general officer with his two hats. 
In everything except medical facilities, the "frontier" 
days were over. Pis. Smith and Ince could take care 
of medical needs— backed up by hospital* at Pendle- 
ton, March, and San Diego; but law and order was 
something else again, and could not be "farmed out"* 

During the days that he was a major and the assis- 
tant legal officer. Colonel Culver recalled, both the 
post exchange and die commissary were substantially 
upgraded— die post exchange in the "business district" 
along Brown Knad* the commissary near the main gate. 
Also, in the interest of safety, appearance, and legali- 
ty, die main gate got upgraded in those early base 
days, tm Colonel Od^r ^d die old gate, dating back 
to glider days, was so indistinguishable that civilian 

*Coi fUKktHBTS irvaJkfl in VW~ lM= ife* &ia BeramliDfl Cmmiy 
■kpiMy ilun& from ibe *u\mmv.wi m I'm-minu r ftlm* "*ef* rur 
^jfjetuiw til mi Ln EiiEDCirmcai." Ca& IMfer ktahn n^i|"| b- 
nffli rt . L hi mah iht leal civilian icbwl brand. Sitkt ill ifciil- 
dnrn an^md"| i4T4w- uN^eb- ih* M-jrinr ind cKdjin bOTirniiren? 
Ktmcd id cuupctonr ih art ekLtJImL irLinofr. M.| nfr mi atcivr 
LTi Girl 5cniK". Mil w Ih ii li |rjiiu.ijiiXtiJ in PT A . u -did mmf Hi- 
nnc pjnmi'. inund imr imi niiti^|: anJ entitbin§ 1c « i 
irfljjjtvcnrun:"i mnvn..Hi .-lliniig^^ lU*iliiins.ljSMCiHnl. 
drd 2H Aug mi, 



motorists frequently went whizzing by without notic- 
ing that the gate house had a military sentry. 

Also during these early years aftet the base opened, 
contractors tilted up a converted pre-cast messhall 
building to serve as an officers' dub on the high 
ground above the headquarters building, and found 
a way also to put in a "'training tank 1 * adjacent to this 
building. And— civilization indeed for the desert- 
General Victory got the great Special Services TStther" 
fund in ^tshington, D,C, to come forth with a grant 
of $25,000 with which was constructed (with help from 
the civilian community) a TV translator/relay station 
drop a "moimtain* * in the Joshua Tree National Monu- 
ment* This provided two or three signals (usually the 
network channels) to viewers on the base and in the 
community.* 

Hie NBC network was the first to approve recep- 
tion and rebroadcast of its TV signal here; CBS fol- 
lowed shortly, both in early February 1958; and the 
Marine Corps Exchange began selling TV antennas 
and converters which Marines *ere allowed to mount 
on their quartets. The ABC network soon was on line. 

Still, and as always, fun and TV watching were not 
the main orders of the day. Near the end of January 
1958, the 1st Field Artillery Group, commanded by 
Colonel Marshall J. Hooper, for the first time ever took 
to the field as a unit and staged a five-day field firing 
exercise. In addition to Headquarters Battery, firing 
units p^rtidparing included the 1st Heavy Rocket Bat- 
tery; the l$t 155mm Howitzer Battery, the 1st, 2d, and 
3d I55mm Gun Batteries, and die 1st and 2d 105mm 
Howitzer Batteries. 



*In addition to tbe $25,000 whkh the Marine Corps contribut- 
ed to the local TV dub. Marines also did much of the field en- 
gineering work to get a t&d up to the moMaioc siie, and to etea 
die equipnient on top. But it Teas all justified in the name of morale 
and entertainment The first tune citizens of Twentyiiine Palms 
"cau^tt** a televiaon signal «as in the mid^Os shottly after Wadd 
mr D . Then a group of those in^ 

floods, dr firing Dr. luce's titde cannon, El Supreme^ during mo- 
me-iup ^3Cfnifk*tir qt*K tO*niB tM mr^hun, look i prfciraan xi, m 
antenna, and a gasoline-powered generator up to Keys Overtook 
in the national monument and picked st telenaoft signal out of the 
air above the broad valley which contains Springs and the San 
Ano^eas fault. Except for the noielty o£tt all, seldom has tclen- 
sion been worth all that Bar later heroic efforts <tf television watch- 
ing before the ^mountain got fired^ Marines and townspeople toukl 
remain at home, but still it was hardly worth tt. This method, 
Colonel Culver expJaiBcd, tavohtd hanging a silk scarf or scrim over 
the xi\ lurtiing ihe ^i^iliti ii.*aJiL □ ftiirhJi. and "lath- 

ing the pkmt in the nikrot Somehow or another this method made 
the picture less M soqwy rt Marines imm the base continued to help 
maintam the tiat^ up to 

them until a television cabk system came in, io the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. 



During that first fell year of basehood, mote than 
2,000 l^ine reservists mined at Twentynine Palms, 
mostly in the harsh summer months. In mid- 
November General Randolph McC. Pate, Comman- 
dant of the Marine Corps, commended Twentynine 
Palms for its "outstanding support" of the reserve units. 
That began a long tradition of such support, ever- 
expanding. 

To help support such field maneuvers, and the host- 
ing of reserve units for training. Company D of the 
7th Engineer Battalion got a permanent transfer up 
the hill from Pendleton to the desert. Roads to and 
fiom training areas always needed repairs from the 
ravages of tactical traffic and of flash floods, and other 
facilities were needed. Some of it im important for 
considerations of morale in the desert where living still 
was harsh, and liberty a long w?y off. Picnic and part 
like feriliries were constructed at Surprise Springs, and 
in the planning phase were pioneer-type irrrprove- 
mests for a field camp for r^erve units as well ^ visit- 
ing active duty units tq use while on board for special 
training. 

Early in June 1958 came the Pirst Annual Navy 
Relief Carnival. This was an outdoor extravaganza 
designed to britsg in money for Navy ReKe£ and to 
focus attention oil the annual, naval-service-wide solic- 
itation for this fund whkh is used as emergency where- 
withal for personnel. The solicitation in that first year 
brought in nearly $20,000— or about $3.50 per serv- 
iceman on the new base; some $6,300 of it coming 
fiom the two-day carnival. * 

This trend-setter, ever larger in ske, continued for 
another 15 years, until finally terminated in a riiote 
sophisticated age when financial contracts and con- 
cern for frightening tort judgments did away wMs such 
fund-raising "community fairs " After that, all the btgp 
went mto a single "asfcitv add became mostly plaid 
pld atm twistiiig. The good cause remained, and 
responsible citizenship kept service personnel cm- 
tributing T but without the carnival tides and the 
rnoney-jjiaJuiif booths sponsored by 1 thr vuioui on- 
base units. 

In many ways it was a simpler age. In mid-summer 
of 195% in answer to queries, Tht Obsem&mn Par/ 
set forth housing charges married personnel had to 
give up for the various types of facilities theh availa- 
ble: a2-bedroom 1 furnished^ 
gate cost $39-60 per month; a "relocatable" (slightly 
larger "irafTbobiLe" mobile hum*) ^-bedroom, fur- 
nished, $54 per month; a 2-bedroom, unfurnished 
Sunburn house oat ifi town, $55.50; Wherry hous* 
ing on die base (Marine Palms), 2-bedroorns, $86.50 
per month for NCDs and company grade offieecs; $98 
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per month for field grade officers, A bir later in thfc 
fell the base child care center-sponsored by staff 

shop— celebrated its fira anniversary. 

Meanwhile, the 4th fi-Inch Howicter Battery, plus 
a platoon of the 1st Heavy Artillery RocJoet Battery, 
left Twentynine ftdms for duty on Okinawa with thf 
3d Marine Division; and a new outfit was activated, 

with Terrier $urface-to*air missiles. In mid-October, 
Honest John roc^ fired at Twentynine 
Deft* Corridor, as part of an artillery demonstration 
planned mk executed by Colonel Charles Burton, 
then commanding rife Field Artillery Group. As 
another feature of this &xm> Marine Aircraft Group 
36 of the Santa Ana Air Facility, near ElTbra, got 
up some HUS-l cargo hclkopteo with special lifting 

Mag position as pact of this training exercise. 

By the eiwl of Twemynine ftOaiaf Itet fell yea* as 
■ hue and home farever-anaeastng numbermf Farce 
Troop? unit*, the rail caJI of uni.es— in addjiion co Lhe 
base head-quincn ind seevke peraonnri — included: 

HniJqujNrh t.jxti|Mfty Kill r Ttn-ftL 
Ifi and M MWim ij.un Hjiirnni 

Id IHnwii Hwuvt thiHiy 
Jit Hcwvy Anilkrr Roctacr Banrrr 
lit ind 2d Ifllmin Hnwicnr Bjticra 
hd and till h lrj.ii Hnauzer Bju^nm 
I IfiiqujJiin B-airrrr rrf ihe Arn-AumfE Ajulkn, Group 
Jir uid Jld Ami AiiEiifr Anjllrn" i Aji -imai*. TCFipoiui 
EkujJkinj 

DcocfamffnE. Lh Etxip Scribcf Blt^Lmcnt 



" .--npipy M. T lh Hnfittm Ita titan 

Medial Sciimn (mam NnJ Haemal. Camp ft ndlmm I 
Mi uid ;d Mndium Ami -AurciJi Masilc BactaJioon 
lir Mmm Aurl-^irenh Anallrnr nanaliwi 

All Lfi _lU it hid been a busy and praducdwe peri- 
od c£ neirJy two- yean; diac lwenrynine Film* ei- 
prhtfued au il tdfihfifi period, and there n->i a 
irceniui biilnhlc. General .MiEirLjci-J hid been uci Lhuj J 
ind COfnm^ndin^ finrrr TicKips uaaUb *hna I he nm 
bw cnmmajid ewne inm fcwing; and Brigidirr Gener- 
al VifTOry had eiwygh Inn^r and dmiiiKui'.hrd wfvu'c 

in die Minnc Cwp*, pJui hi* mxux wnice ftn- 
dlcton whsb Lhcn "owned" 'twencyntne Palrni. co ef- 
fettiwly tcmciciue the much. 

Now. at die end of h is year ind a half cour, Randitl 
Victory chose «s irriic. c&ccivc I January W9. The 
cettHKiny, with Utile EmEue, cook pJateon JL Deiem- 
ber I946-. widi the new ccintnundinjj jenerai, 
Bt igadict GcnccaJ Alpha L Bomfttr, n<w yci in plaxc. 
In ihe meajaciinr, base ctucf of siaffCotond dbacles 
W WtCth- lock commind af tnsc personnel, cam- 
ijLaaid d' Rjftc Tcuopts uniia ^-jj. lh ihe hands of 
Colonel Bmcr T H™ phi II 

Dunng pan of 19^2, AJ Bcmcr had been chief of 
seal? of Lhe ^d Marine Division, while Major General 
Pcppcc hid LOaiunaJided ihaL djvjsiOA and aJw ihe 
Funx TM»ap%, PajLjiu iiaili; Ki like RjlftdllJ Vk cot>, 
Brigiidicr Gratrsjl Bmicf was no aifangec iu Tweniyr 
nin^r PaLmn An ajlillcrv iilfkrJ of diJliniLLOO, Bon 
fntprpd ihr Masmr Q^rpft via lhe t. 1 S. Ma.^aL AljJc 
my, *rrvTd ac vera aaad rluwhrrc before TCutEd WaJ II 
and H im ntiilhrn- officcc in cuttlha.1 duiiiig lhe nt 



AfuPWj kwf J rJJffiTffi? JtHiT/srr i/xn'm^ a fifftt firing mniif tti f&t u-fMJfej' of ?9T1\ nw 



jc Ek.u£uJjivdJr i Brume Siar MrdalK Guam (second 
hmnrc Srar UedaJ), and l*t*Jimj (Lnginn nf Mrrir). 
He vu pruniuicd bu [Major general in I960, later be- 
came a lieutenant fttnefal, and cxmnunded Flrct Ma- 
rine Khi e_, Aiknik. 

Under hi* cchmniBnd of Tmniynijic Palm*, »hii h 
b^ganon ]J January IvW. ami Irk Maming tunnnucd 

apace. Each field firms excise EnF the Field Arrilkry 
Gtuun wts called Lhe '"Jarucvr yrt," and such was the 
cur for [he tarsi ant GrJictai Bowkt witnessed. 
Arming other dijjntijuies who vniterd cturing chu a- 
ectue (1^-23 January} weft Majmt Corfu Ccammarj- 
dinc Genera] ftandoEph -MlC. Pjec, ilutig with Major 



Genera] WiLn^ Chiannait, depury conmiandanr, of the 
■Nacbonalisi Oune-n: .Wanne Ciorps. fruni Taiwan 

Al atknat ihr Siimr liilsr :ri i hi is new year. Marine 
engineer! from Compam D, Ttfci Engineer BasraJmn. 
hid Cimp Handyman ceady due iuJi Prndilc-tpn tmHs 
us needed [□ bivQUjL befure arid aitci she ticlci firing 
cxrrtcwr was mainly j JirM camp ibr rwrnTt due 
rn lam in the srar.. and fin alt luch field iraining of 
urtiK icpuJai Lrf (rtchr, whn came m The dciCTI. Thti 
was *hr fidd raiiiifi, nut in ihr Alpha Area ne-ir Dead 
Man late, Jalrr namrd Camp Wihwn for a.n early-day 
commander erf the 12th Marinei (an BJiillery regL- 



mem), and again later much upgraded for Twenty- 
nine Palms' new mission. 

In May 1959 two episodes illustrated human values 
within the Corps. A fee chased Sergeant and Mrs. Vin- 
cent F. Vcnezia, along with their thit* young ^ 
from a rettted home on Adobe Road, and destroyed 
all their clothing and other possessions* The Navy 
Belief oiganixation, then in the midst of another fund- 
raising drive on the base, re-outfitted the family and 
moved it into one of the rdoeatabfcs near the main 
$rte. 

The other touching episode involving a Marine 
Corps lamilyhad to do with the dedication, on 16 May 
of Mike Femon Held as a Little League baseball 
field 00 the base* Mite Benton, die younger son of 
a well-known Marine family, had been killed in die 
Battle of Okinawa in 1945. Now his father, retired 
Bngao^er General FnmdsL femon, and mother, Mary 
Elizabeth Benton, were on hand for the dedication of 
die field; so also was Mite's brother, then lieutenant 
Cblonel Francis I. Ifentbn* Ji, and his wife, filoise Ro- 
wan Benton.* 

Meanwhile, training continued* units deacrivatcd 
and changed, new weapons came on line as others 
went the way co dings and arrows* and other Marine 
units sailed away for "tfanspbtement" duty on Okina- 
wa. First to go was the old 1st Anti-Aircraft Artillery 
(Automatic Weapons) Battalion, which had been at 
Twentyninc since the summer of 1953. Now its twin 
40mm guns mounted on the tl4l Walker Bulldog 
light tank chassis had become museum pieces ** Some 
of the troops went off with a contingent of 200 Ma- 
rino; to Okinawa to replace personnel there; others 
in this ttansplaccment were from the 4th 8-Inch 
Howitzer Battery and the 1st Heavy Artillery Rocket 
Battery. 

Near the end of June, wonder of winders, the long* 
promised and much-touted short-sleeve shirt got an 
up-beat fanfare. It would be at cash sales shortly; said 
an article in T&e Observation Post* and rules for wear- 
ing this new item of uniform were gelled out. Mat* 
rincsat Twentynine Palms figun^ nobody needed this 
item mote than they. 

*5w Appendix C "Mite fkmm Rckl" fe a mans complete ac- 
totrot of the bistoty of Mike Benton aod his family S$c Qxtrntico; 
Cmssroads of the Corps OStfcstagtoa: History and Museums Dtvi^ 
$ioa, HQfcCC, t98Q> p> $8* whkhecotams % jihotogfaph of Mafy 
Eizabttb J^tfcii— wfcfc &b Hofce m& attka^ as & "Giay ladf 
attbcQpamkoNmlHofijiitsdm 

tw( duty wbde fax husband nod soils served m VSkM Wfct VL 
**Aimwmfm of this *eapoo, tbe 14-4? "DoasT ptottd vah> 

jl f in 'i «uum u>.|h 'ir.J i. ij-.iif .if f\ir I | \| jriin, 4i-i|ih'|n 

em Run Thnr hipsh hir -pamw mark ihcm -npcciiJIv mrfnl fm 



Also in that month Donna Robinson, the wife of 
Sergeant H- It Robinson of fetee Troops, became 
"Queen lot a Day" on that then-popular NBC TV 
show, and received many helpful gifts— thoughtfully 
to assist the family overcome the illness and trauma 
of a near tragedy. Two-year-old Donald Robinson was 
bitten by a rattlesnake near the family home in Yucca 
%illey. His nine-year-old brother, Hal squeezed his 
brother's arm above the bite, rushed young Don to 
their motherland w^ credited by doctors with saving 
die younger boy's life But it was not a sure dung un- 
til die Twntynine Palms base hospital ambulance 
rushed the boy toifee Au force hospital at March Air 
force Base* Once back home, young Donald needed 
to be in an air conditioned room and to have other 
special aids, the air conditioner and Other items 
turned up for his mother during her reign *s "Queen 
for a Day***** 

In August of 1959 speared the Redeye missile, 
which was to have a home and a school for itself at 
%entynine Palms into the 1970s. It put the age qf 
missiles into a one-man toad for the Marine grunt, who 
could get it to follow its heat-seeking electronic 
guidance *mind w ti^t "up the tail pipe** of a speed- 
ing aircraft Or, more usually, a target drone, 

In September (things still getting named and or- 
ganked on the new base) the base main athletic 6eld 
below the post office and the hank area was dedicat- 
ed as VktotyRdd—iiamed for Randall M Victory and 
hopefully for many future wins by local teams. General 
Victory was on hand to accept die honors fiom General 
Bowser. 

And a* the year— and the decade— ended, Marines 
could look bade On nearly eight eventful years in the 
high desert, Monte Brink dearly had been wrought 
had not been a mistake for the Corps to move so far 
away ftom the sea. Nor was there any longer doubt 
about putting the frontier days behind. 

As if to celebrate— and perhaps to gild the lily— 
this Marine Base went out and bought 44 mature palm 
trees. Give us 44 for the road, might have been the 
order. Actually, die way it happened* base heard of 
a landscaping contractor dearing out an old dare palm 
glow near India, and he could give the Marine Corps 
a good dcaL So up came the 44 palms, to line Del 
Vjdle Drive. Even if you started counting late, when 
you came back in fiom liberty^ probably you'd still get 
to 29, and then you knew you were back safely on 
board. 



■ PB Thu »W *** ue*| IM huitiiJi ^ufifHi, bin thci JjjniMuiiuH 
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CHAPTER 7 

The 1960s 



Now the novelty was gone — except for each and ev- 
ery Marine and dependent who came to the desert for 
the first time. But officially, Twentynine Palms was just 
one in the list of "every clime and place*' categories. 
Regulars and reserves trained and fired the seemingly 
endless ranges out across the huge base. The new 
Hawk missiles entered the inventory, and led to the 
organization of the 1st light Anti-Airaaft Missile Bat- 
talion (LAAM, for short). General Bowser did the 
hpnors at an activation ceremony in May i960. Com- 
manding officer of the new outfit was lieutenant 
Colonel Artnand G. Daddazio; the battalion sergeant 
major was R. E. Winsldw. A second LAAM battalion 
was formed here later, and in September I960, Ma- 
rine Corps Base, Twentynine Palms, joined White 
Sands, New Mexico, and McGregor, New Mexico, 
along with China take, California, as one of four 
surface-to-air missile ranges in the United States* 

Meanwhile, Marines with the first Terrier missiles 
at Twentynine Palms wete trying out the new range 
there. This was Battery B, 1st Medium Anti-Aireraft 
Missile (MAAM) Battalion commanded by lieutenant 
Colonel Bertram S. Ryder. 

It was a new age. In early fall of I960, recently- 
promoted Major General Bowser used a welder's torch 
to cut a steel "ribbon" to open officially the nearly 
15*000 square foot Building 2000. In it, 1st Rrce Serv- 
ice Regiment Marines and civilian craftsmen per- 
formed fourth tod fifth echelon repair work on Sorcc 
Troops and other Marine Corps equipment, which was 
becoming ever more sophisticated. (A few years later, 
a larger repair facility was buih beyond 10th Street, 
and Building 2000 became the Base Supply Center.) 
Shortly after the ceremony. General Bowser went on 
to duty at Headquarters Marine Corps, then to com- 
mand of the Marine Corps Base at lejeune. After that, 
and elevation to three-star rank, he commanded Fleet 
Marine force, Atlantic. Brigadier General Lewis Jeffer- 
son 'Jeff* Fields, another distinguished artillery officer 



*Thc missile range at McGregor, New Mexico, was rather a pan 
ofFbrt Bliss, in Pa$o, Texas. But k is across the border into New 
Mexico. The Hawk Marines from Twentynine Palms 6m fired their 
missiles there in September of I960. General Bowser went down 
thete to observe. 



from World War II battles (Guadalcanal, Cape Glou- 
cester, and Peleliu), assumed command of Marine 
Base, Twntynine Palms, and Barce Troops, Padfk from 
General Bowser on 30 SeDtember 1960. 

In other highlights of the first year of the new de- 
cade, unit uansplaccrnents continued between state- 
side units and combat-ready units on Okinawa. This 
went on until die Vietnam War began in 1965 and 
soon took almost all units from West Coast installa- 
tions to war duty there. That year, the 3d 8-Inch 
Howitzer Battery went to Okinawa to serve with the 
3d Division's artillery regiment, the 12th Marines, and 
to let its sister battery, the 4th, return to the States 
after completion of its transplacement cycle. 

Late in May I960, a Twentynine Palms rifle team 
won the Wharton Irophy at Western Division matches 
atCamp Matthews, And, in a less happy note, in late 
June a violent desert wind and rain-sand storm— for 
which Twentynine Palms is unfortunately a bit 
infamous— caused the base to hunker down and hang 
on as best it could. There was much damage— the Staff 
NCO club said $1,500; the Exchange said $1,000 for 
the roof of its "outdoor store " Fortunately, there were 
no serious injuries. 

At Christmas time I960, Brigadier General Fields 
wielded the ceremonial spade to break ground for a 
$2.25 million project which in eight months or so 
would begin to provide new quartets for Marines and 
dependents. This was to be that swank subdivision by 
the golf course (later), out Berkeley Road— Ocotillo 
Heights. The D&L and Q$t) Construction Companies 
of Los Angeles said they hoped to have the first 150 
quarters ready in approximately mid-summer 1961. 

In January 1%U the ham radio station completed 
its first year in operation on the base, and Lance Cor- 
porals Robert W. Kimmons and Robert L Bennett 
computed that they had patched through over 13,000 
telephone calls between overseas Marines and their fa- 
milies in the States. And in another department of 
vital communication, the Base Communications Sec- 
tion, assisted by the Marine Corps Auxiliary Airfield 
from Yuma, Arizona, plus technicians from Marine 
Corps Air Station, EITbro, put up a new, portable tow- 
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CUE thr aJlJirW hrjE thr miUI Jja.tr. Ttf* OinetrJitbti 
P(j\t irpurcn] lh-ir lhr rnwrj wi\ }[1 frci ca.ll airid in 
ihstlcft erf LTirnni uilil il-tnrr,, had ill the Ea4ci1 

pquipmem 

And Ef you lullIJ cilh btLmf 7Sr Q£jrnh«NJ» flsir, 
thm m-hnml 1 In latr Fchfujrv WM lhr tstid nrt-.Hp-i|ji:1 
wnn iop htwmrii ansnng Marine Cofpi lettrrprfta 
newspapers in i world-wide comest ipanswed by thr 
Amertcin Hrriupr Service Newspaper tn iridium, 
the base newspaper s public information officer T™*T 
Capcain Edwaxd J Clarkson, won a George Vaihing- 
ron Honor Medal for an es»y he emered in the Free- 
dom RjundiLLon's annual contest Captain Cbrkfon. 
tiujn Kinp uf Prussia. PrniiM.lLj.riu. and. a graduate 
of YLHiJuwa, had b-r-n jn aruJIerv battrjy commander 
brluir bcinfl ta.pprd Jul the "PIO" job. Hi* press chief 
Gunilrty SergnnJ F J Barnmn. T3ir ^aung ipufU 
edrtor m Corporal Ranald R, Fniijec, whn lacrc wis 
promoted co winuiT officer and lecumed jls The baw'j 
"FICTm ch* I970**nd5igiun.in tbc L^Da. Eventual- 
ly, in I'ISG. only the J^whwR erto hud rppft trmr Pfl 
TwrnEyninc PaJnu than Ron I tlli ir r He wis by thrn 
a. f.W04. Oft hi* license fiLicr, he spdkd it "roce" 



AfHaEhrt laxjht} uf which id be pfuud, lhr VavJ 
McdiraJ Fariliiy gpl a jirw addition (dediratrd bv 
Genenl Rdda oti 31 March l%l I and. for the fim 
rime ever, could provide in-padent cur fbc dependent 
at Twentyntne ftdnu Seven Navy nuran clttk on 
board on 17 March, ind j new 12- bed dependenr 
ward, operating room. and inline nursery were ready, 
ici, ie turned out, vu Sherwood Eul Cox, who was 
1'i.rn a I IH.iH mi EjuErr Sunday, 2 Apnl LMfil. <o his 
m<Kl3icC Mi>xikjj.Cui, thr v*;iu >\\ GuiLhcft- ScCjftaalL EaiL 
Cat ui lhr Li I MA AM Ba.ltaJjuct T3lc HtrndJlk|f phv- 
sinan ™ Na.vy Lcu1cnjn1 The mas j Kjixrl Dai lhr 
fUiE da? d' lhr itrw iwsrk wtrt, Cirnrhil JrJT Firldi, 
vi\i?rd Mrc Cos aind nn, Seems ihc grnml had dedi- 
ratcd lhe new medkel fiwiliiy none (oo swn By mid- 
Ju**t. about twp down. Marine whr* who had been 
Gray Lidy hospital volunteers eliewhcre were capped 
in ceremonies ar the new base hospuaJ. and it <^^ls a 
fully hincuorul concrrn 

Laitrt id sLirlimrt, bdi wrhr aLLr^trd ftri Ehc ffrCrfld 
niLErninit d E0C1 huusr^ toC OinEitlo HrLj^hU; this 
hfthighl in quartrh liic humhef UiadrE hjIiMTU^ ■ 
tun. and the new bid. reflecting a btr of inflniaou 



offlt in i bit oi*f tl.S flitHwin Artd late in Ncmrro- 
bcr of chit jrif Bngedrcr General Fields in- 

nounirrl i hj i die tciinnijiijjni nEchr -Marine Corps 
had appmred ibr grani -of some $100,000 fat rhe ton- 
nnjcrton of a- nlne-hoJe golf count near ihas CXmiJJo 
subdivision. JdF fields said he hoped rhe course wuld 
be completed during die tall-winter of L%2-61 J[ 
would be supponed by speoaJ services funds ind user 
fees. and k would be irripjaied by retfaimed Mirer— 
from ihai famous on-b*se body of niter. LaJkr ttendim 

MeanEame, m orhei outdoor "iporii" adwiyj umder- 
way AL TwenLynmt Palmi, hratvLua LalJcd rhcir mm- 
m f f rrajfuflj" cscft im: "liLlrmu" and the hl^ge* memy 

rurned our no be drain dmnpoun. FLanih floodi 
caught some unit* m Qua* tmbuili l*aw t and a Fur- 
fom WalJ i)d" WaEtr ifcupc jny EwEi-and-a-half-ism 
EJLlLki, fRaOy MDaJlrf' wEurlcy icitn, inilen. Him 
c _,m 1 1 ii i ir i ii ii i J j Ilii <kT «lhrc rquipmrni — no? ro 
mcfiiiLHi eih-hJ hunanc Thrcr »rrr n" wriow* injuries,, 
bui I he Llc-aia-ufj wurk ihaa *rwn was particularly 
bank- breaking. 

The tacxl ClaLllirlfi racriK:, lhal fail, prrkip* uiu^hc 
ID Hid ilff evil Jpdhu m£ ihr dira.fl by naming chc 



operation "Sandstorm." Thu pan of ir worked iu waid 
off rhe weaihcr jink n htit two Marine* in nighc bitou- 
ic mffered bites from coyotes, and Navy doctors puL 

rhem EhEQUflh the PaMrLE tJralnlcli]^. |UsC cn Lj:-.r 

Early in rhc new icar (on £ February L% J I The fine 
62 sets of quanta in OcosiHu Height! roc j formal 
opening,, country uf Eicai AdmceaJ limes R. Davis. 
Dilttitir 4if Suulhwral DiviiiuJa. BuJcau ul Yards ind 
Dixka tiom Sao Dicgu Br^dier General Fields at- 
Etnded jLscl as the admin] prescnied keys eo Siaff Ser- 
litani Charles W. RuhafE of MainEtnance Company. 
Support BiEtaJiun, j:i.J ihch Sr^c*iil Ruliall and h.5 
Wife-, j. ••!!!: wil]a ihnj [win daughters (lilt JailuK had 
hid j kry ue i hen ljwji fut iwu weeks or more ind had 
jjcmtn sec lied i, showed Admiral D-avas. General Fields, 
ind chc mi d iJic <tdMs ial pjJiv ihr..Kj^ti Lhe RicJiafi 
QiiBircn. 

[t wai a jJLuoicJSEoua yen. Ia io 10 Febniaiy 1 Wil 
iuue r the pnzc-winniniE 'Jife QfafJVftnw ft^ fcasurcU 
a AEory aboui the Warine iviacur. LieuceninT CuJnnirl 
Jubn Glenn, who had a week earher bee ojik the fin* 
caJihljnj{ EoorbiE die canJi. and m ihe umt ixsw ap- 
peared a irory ihac Pxe«idenr John V. Kennedy had 
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praised the January 1961 issue of the Marine Corps 
Gazette for its spedai issue on guerrilla warfare. Abo, 
the base newspaper announced that Major General 
Victor H. Knilajk had been reassigned fitini Com- 
manding General, Marine Corps Recruit Oepot, San 
Diego* to the Joint ChkS of Staff, Depajtirant of 
Ddfeuse, as Special Assistant for %ecial"9^UKr. There 
he would work with William & Rosson, soon to be 
the AtniyVyoungeSt major general. Before too many 
years were to pass, many Marines who read those sto* 
ties would be joining "Brute" Kmlakaud BiU Rosson 
in the Eacifie, to take part in special warfare in South 
Vietnam. 

On 20 Maieh 1962 * in anodier one of those human 
stories so typical of the Marine Corps— perhaps of all 
American iservtenien* wherever they are— a seeing- 
jtnpaired Ttentynir*e Balms ample, Sfc ^Mis, Cad 
Schneider came to the base m officially thank I^nce 
Corpotals John W* Saunders and W0J^m E. White, 
The two Marines had met the Schneiders at church 
services out in town, had be&teaded the couple, and 
tfeeiihad helped the couple get a new seeing-eye dog- 
Sanders and While did not understand ^hat all the 
fcisswas about. After all, the Schneidm bad been kind 
to them, and these Marines also knew that the 
Schneiders had been helping rejpilarly at the USD in 
tewm, especially at (^istmas time wheii fer nine years 
had been bringing candy and cookies to Majrines 
for the holidays. 

The year 1962 also marked the start of a communi- 
ty service project which the base was to sponsor for 
many years to come; and later it was to take onast*" 
cial poignancy for the community and % a later com- 
manding general and his fiunUy. Now T in this first year, 
it was the Southern Odifornk Ifwitational Champion- 
ship BaskctbaJl Tournament, and some 500 schoolchil- 
dren came up with itheir coaches and wete billeted on 
the base and M in the messhalls. The amazing fm 
of the whole thing stymied from the feet that these 
d*^pion$hip basketballers were from grades three 
through ^ight. A *-$&k dF eels" for many dedicated 
Marines^ a EtW^ sthd &mday w&*y&& 

But one did not have to study the ypuagstets wry long 
or very closely to decide that it was all worth it. 

In June I9# t the M>2d^ sgtd Jdligta An&Akrf 
Missile Battalions whfcb earlier had shifted to the 
operational control of &e M fleet >4a* 

tine force, ftdfi^ hut remained in the desert, got a 
liaison officer on board 'Rs^ntynane Palms in the per- 
^^C^ldnd Thoma*J. d'Connor, a Marine avia- 
tor. With die O'Connor &mi!y ^ «ralf^i and 
ether offspring. In 1964, Bryan QT^rmor gr*di^ted 
fiom higfc school in Tfeentynine Palms, and in 1985, 



as a Marine lieutenant colonel, he was pilot of the 26 
November I9S5 flight of the space guttle * Atlantic" 
Lieutenant Colonel O'Connoir's parents (hfe mothct, 
Helen, had been a Navy nujese) returned to Twenty- 
nine Palms for retirement in the early 1980s. 

In the spring, of 1902, the new age lodged a new 
test on the supply system. Some little distance ftoiti 
mainside Twentynine Palms, farther into die desert. 
Marines of dhe Nuclear Ordnance Platoon wotfced be- 
hind locked gates and locked doors to keep themselves 
proficient in their aligned tasks of being able to han- 
dle nuclear rounds for artillery, and nuclear chajges 
for the engh^ts; Dutia were scientific and exacting, 
even on the *dummy" equipment with winch they 
trained. Weather, and dust fiom vagrant breeacs, 
amounted to potential enemies, so Marines at the 
NOP site were the o^ly ones on the ba^e in those days 
to have fully air-conditioned spaces— NOP Marines 
and crickets. Those black, chirping fiddlers, which are 
supposed t# be on the heard^ lifc^J the air condition- 
ing, to& Thf?y iflicwed in wirh the KOP Matfinfes and 
begm to tihrive. Ttey thrived in seething #$sse|, like 
bladc bmthing ru|by balls in comes of tjK NOP pas- 
sageways and work spaces. Marines with vacuum 
sweepers slurped them tip and cremated diem in GI 
cans outside. More crickets came back. They crunched 
uode^ot. In d^pej^ion, the NOP Marines r^uisi- 
tk^ied chickens: chickens, live, each— 12. 

Earlier, the Marines had sneaked in some chickens, 
and the chickens ate the crickets. Their requisition 
seemed logical to them, but not to the supply types. 
T^e ^sock counters" were not amused: no chickens in 
the system; not **but of stock'*; neyet in stock. The so- 
lution, such as it was, called for a better caulking of 
openings through which cricket could mfiltrate; and 
xnpie reseaieh into anri-Msect graying. Neither meas- 
ure wa@ a complete success. Over the years, Shfe cricket 
problem has petted, but no longer do the NOP ifa- 
rines h&m to endure the plague alone. Other afc 
conditioned spaces— notably ttoose in the Communi- 
cations and Electronics School com|rfex— also attract 
d^ iflseets. Sprayitig by die "bugs and juices" depart- 
ment of Base Virilities MainteQance later became 
much more efficient, however, 

Also in 19<£y on 5 June, the base h^piral began 
another expansion, It was expected to cost about $1 
million arid add 32,00Q square feet and much-needed 
new facilities. On 12 June, for the first rime eyer at 
Iwentynine Palms, Marines of the 3d Heavy Artillery 
Rocket Battery fired their Honest John missiles. On 
17 June, t e^rves of the summer q^rig cycle moved 
into the pyramidal tents and other ^ fidlities which base 
Marines and workers had prepared &r them at Camp 




A veteran of the Korean War Chosin Reservoir cam- 
paign, BGen Joseph L Stewart, assumed command 
of the base md three Troops in the summer of 1962. 

Wilson, out by Dead Man Lake. On 26 June, addi- 
tional Marines came up from Gimp Pendleton to beef 
up 4th Battalion, "fifth Marines to full battalion si*e, 
and to assume use of their l*5s. And on 31 August, 
Brigadier General Joseph L Stewart, in change-of- 
command ceremonies, took the reins for Base add 
Borce 'Droops, Pacific, from Brigadier General Fields. 
Fields had been selected for promotion to major gener- 
al, md be was on his way to become Assistant Direc- 
tor of Personnel at Headquarters Marine Coxps. 

Joseph tester Stewart, a three-letter athlete from 
Aubum University (graduated 1957), also woh scholas- 
tic honors there, as well as an Army ROTC commis- 
sion which he traded for one in the Marine Corps* 
Durisg \8brid War H, Stewart served in the Pacific 
at— among other places— Saipan, Tiniait, and Iwo 
Jima (Legion of Merit and Broriie Star Medal)* Dur- 
ing the Korean ^ir, he fougjit in the Pusan perimeter 
with the 1st Provisional Marine Brigade; took part in 
die Inchon landing; was executive officer of the 5th 
Marines during the Chosin Reservoir campaign (Sil- 
ver Star Medal); and later commanded 3d Battalion, 
5th Marines in further fighting in Korea. By the time 
he came back from Korea in June 1951, he also had 



his second Legion of Merit and Bronze Star Medal, 
plus an Air Medal. 

In less than two months after General Stewart came 
on board, the Cuban Missile Crisis of October brought 
the mount-out of many Marines from Twentynine 
Palms. Most of these individuals and units were home 
again before Christmas; but it amounted to the first 
taste of a war-rime footing for the desert base. Too 
young and underdeveloped, for the most part, for the 
Korean War, now the base and its force Troops tenants 
could be counted on to participate fully. It was a taste 
of things to come by mid-decade, when the Vietnam 
War came close to turning the base into a "ghost town*' 
Those who mounted out for the Cuban "flap" includ- 
ed the 3d LAAM Battalion; Battery L, 4th Battalion, 
11th Marines; phis some 500 other Marines of Hawk 
missile units. 

Just in time for Christmas, George B. lioyd, a base 
civil service worker, earned a record-setting (for then) 
award for a beneficial suggestion about how to save 
a lot of money and time calibrating thermostats for 
space heaters in base housing areas. Experts in 
Washington figured that this suggestion would save, 
service wide, in one year alone, $20,952. R>t that* 
George lioyd got for his record-setting "Beany Sugg," 
something a hit under $1,000. Over the years, Twen- 
tynine Palms has been blessed with outstanding civil 
service workers who, often like Marines, mqst betwice- 
volunteers for their duty in the desert From 1966 to 
1966, George Ltojd served on board the base at Guan- 
tanamo, Cuba, where his wileV Marian, also worked 
for civil service. They returned to Twentynine Palms 
after that, and George finished out his service in the 
desert, retiring in 1970. 

In 1963, it was pretty much business as usual at the 
desert base which was getting down to a routine, and 
could no longer call itself new. On 8 May, Vice Ad- 
miral Ephrahn P. Holmes, commander of Amphibi- 
ous Forces, Pacific, came up from San Diego to 
officially open the Twentynine Palms golf course. He 
cut a ribbon. One must not say sliced. Then he joined 
in a round of golf with General Stewart and some 
others. 

Then, on 22 November 1963, came the announce- 
ment which was to do more to change the appearance, 
permanence, and life blood of the base than anything 
up to the mid-1970s and the "new mission*** Head- 
quarters Marine Corps said it would begin steps to 
move the Corps' fastest growing school, die Com- 
munications-EIectronks School Battalion, fioin San 
Diego to Twentynine Palms. It was a new age, com- 
municarions grew ever more sophisticated; gone feeder 
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underway h wis a move which *rac on Jnr a bL[ more 
thin 10 years. 

Eariy fci 1964 (18 Match) #ufee a dew commanding 
gencoii % Twcntynine JRalms-foKC Hoops, General 
joe Stewait was off to Headquarters Marine Corps to 
become Ditefiat of Marine Corps Reserves, la for 
Stewart was Brigadier General William K. Jones, alias 
"Willie K"Jones t alias ^ase ftee McGiitk* for long- 
time leaded of die Marine C&ps Gazette who fol- 
lowed bis poufe of wisdom in plain barracks language* 
la spite of Twemynine's reputation as an artillery base, 
bete was the fimctii^ nopren- 
P!fc<ht# a$a "cannon cocker." A native ofjoplin, Mis- 
souri, ajid a gaduate of the University of Kansas 
{1957}* be eniered the Marine Cofps to a allege 
reserve program and the I%t©oii leaders' Class, In 
November #39, after an abbreviated Reserve Officers' 
Course at Qaantic% Bill Jones joined the 1st Battat 
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ion, 6th Marines, and stayed with that infantry bat- 
talion for the next six years. This included duty in 
Iceland, then into die Pacific for Guadalcanal, By Sep- 
tember 1943, he was a major and commanding the 
battalion. In that capacity he fed the battalion on Tara- 
wa (where he earned the Silver Star Medal and a field 
promotion to lieutenant colcMxel); Saipan (Navy Cross); 
Tiniau; and the Okinawa diversionary "landing " In 
Kot^ Jones served as G-3 (operations officer) of die 
1st Marine Division, and later as regimental com- 
mander of the 1st Marines. In Korea* he earned the 
Brohse Stair Medal. After a variety of other duties: in 
the later I95(fe and the early 1960s, Jones was prong- 
ed to brigadier general in October of 1$$2* After a 
tout as legislative assistant to the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, Jones assumed command of twenty- 
nine Palms, 

At about the rime General Jones moved into his new 
office* the latest "b^est e^r" training exercise got 
into fell swing on the desert. Some 43,000 regular Ma- 
rines from the 1st Marine Division and the $4 Marine 
Aircraft Wing, plus artillery units from the fttfee 
Iroops d^ert dwellers took part in this one, called 
Winter Night 

In April 1964* three Marines and two Navy hospi- 
tal corpsmen (not to be outdone) hiked ftom Ttaen- 
tynine Palms to las Vegas (291 miles) as a 
money-raising cSm for National Health Agencies and 
the Muscular Dystrophy Association, Eatertaincr Dan- 
ny Thomas invited the five on stage during his night 
dub performance at die Sands Hotel Participants were 
First Sergeant Dswid It Stephens, Gunnery Serjeant 
Frank Pond, and Sergeant Esmond McBride for the 
Marines; and for the Navy, Hospitalman Third Class 
Gordon Johnson arid Hc^piralrn^m Fifet Qm Itpbert 
Beschloe, Dave "Steve" Stephens later retired to Twen- 
tynine Palms, worked foe years for the Kenncy Drug 
Store fum, and later became director of die San Ber- 
naidino county park and recreation department in 
4 fi«edtynin^ Palms, 

Hais 1964 hike started something, for most years 
thereafter, a -Stevens March" was part of the local 
Pioneer Days activities; Steve hiked in them for years, 
until like all Marines, the lucky odes, he grew gray 
in service and had admit to being part tjie old 
breed. In die; mid-1980s, Steve retired from the park 
and recreation directorship, too. 

by ihc en J of L- . Lht q uilIcciij'-ic fciLiiJd ■ up d'US 
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the Astern Pacific— caused rnany Marine dependents 



at Twentynine Balms to be left behind suddenly by 
husbands and fathers who received hurried and un- 
expected orders to deploy. One such entire unit from 
'feentynine Palms secretly mounted out in late 
November; and while the departure was common 
knowledge on the base, it was not until February 1963 
that the unit's movement was announced publicly 
IWs unit was the 1st LAAM Battalion with its Hawk 
missiles, off to provide air defense for Marine aircraft 
units going into the D^ Nang area of South Vietnam, 
Gbmmahcfed by Ueii tenant (Lionel Bertram E. rt Bert H 
Cook, this battalion included some 60© Marines of all 
ranks, plus a Navy doctor and eight hospital corps- 
men. Considering this first major mount-out to Viet- 
nam as a harbinger of things to come, base officers 
set up a Rmily Assistance Office to aid dependents 
left behind. Many pf the latter stayed on board the 
base* if quarters were available. In increasing numbers, 
quarters were available. 

At about the same time, Headquarters Marine 
Corps passed the word that Marine C^B^ifiven- 
tynine Palms, h^^ 

the annual Corps-wide honors for the highest num- 
ber of most valuable and productive beneficial sug- 
gestions. The base was to win the same award the 
following year* alscvand wMi that (fifth) wfri, Gener- 
al Wall&e il Greene, Jr.^ (^jnntairicUnt, #rit afohg 
artiiess^^^g he vfepl^sed ^Itentynioe^ *T%h 
state of morale," 

In many ways, l$S5 was a momentous year at "fiven- 
tynine Palms. Officially and with a quietening f&ee, 
the Vietnam War g^t underway; Marines began w 
leave the base, on individual orders or with various 
units mourning Out for service in Swtheast Asia. The 
new Base t^UyAflEairsorTKx worked long hours- Mar 
rine families toughed it out as always. 

There were tat^it qpots. Gofond VJrgil W Banning, 
sifKe August the assistant commander of Twen- 
tynine Palms, got the word he had been selected for 
promotion. These m$ a June wedding in tlie family 
of Btigaaler G^ial Bill J<mc^ # Cfcad*ftt* 
When their daughter Carol was married, and Gunnery 
Se^eant Charlie Miller broke out the "circus wagon" 
(which he had ovethauled and painted) to take the 
wedding party up the hill for a reception at the officers' 
club.* Wives who stayed on die base organised a "Las- 
sie" Program (ladies Auxiliary Special Service In- 
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dividual Endeavor) to take over special services and 
recreation programs, to replace Marines leaving for 
doty in Vietnam* There were also moment of great 
human tragedy and sadness. Casualty reports began 
to come in from Vietnam; and, one night in August, 
the second-youngest son of Bill and Charlotte Jones 
died in an automobile accident on Condor Curve, 
thus Hugh M. Jones, 16 ytais of age. became another 
of the grim statistics of that cum in the road on the 
way to the base, 

The lay of the land, the configuration of base 
boundaries, any number of other happenstances of his* 
toty and traffic patterns going back to earliest days 
in Iwentynine Palms led to the creation and endur- 
ance of Condor Curve. Inbound toward the base, 
Adobe Road heads toward the west side of the little 
airfield. An adjustment is needed to teach the main 
gate, which is near the east side of the airfield. So at 
Indian Trail, Condor Road begins its lazy curve to the 
east; and then a bit later curves again to straighten 
out going northward toward the garc. lodes like a picas 
of cake. But too often over the years, Marines and 
others have tried to do it too rapidly; or* thinking they 
are all but home, they have dozed off— often with fa- 
tal results. 

Hugh Mclndoe Jones, called "Grief,*' was born in 
Stockholm, Sweden, in March of 1949* while his lather 
was there with the family on naval attache duty fol- 
lowing W&M War IL After his fatal accident, there 
was a memorial mass for Hugh Jones at the Catholic 
Chapel on 24 August 1965 * Burial followed at Arling- 
ton National Cemetery outside Washington, DjC 
Thereafter, those annual schoolboy basketball tour^ 
naments hosted by the Marines in Twentynine Palms 
were known as the "Chief Jones Tournaments" 

At the end of 196$, newly promoted Brigadier 
General Virgil W* Banning took over ftom General 
Jones as commanding general Jones was off to Viet- 
nam, where he served this time as Director of the 
Combat Operations Center at Headquarters* Military 
Assistance Command* Vietnam (MACV) in Saigon, 
later; he had other command ass 
including the 3d Marine Division as a major general. 
As a lieutenant general, he headed Hect Marine Force, 
Pacific, in Hawaii. He retired 1 September 1972. 

And, last but not least for the historical events of 
1963, on 20 July 1965, there came on board the base 
a corporal from Camp Pendleton with a set of orders 
Impermanent duty assignment in the desert Corporal 

during the Vietnam ^fe jeats, add a hit beyond 



Ida Endsley Burchman, of Pasadena, Texas— the first- 
ever female Marine assigned to Iwentynine. She was 
married to a Marine here — a prerequisite at die time. 
He was Staff Sergeant Robert E. Burchman, who ran 
the base photo lab. 

These were the days, going back forever, when die 
military took its cues from coeducational colleges, 
where from the start, officials assumed the role of "par- 
ents on the campus" for young ladies rooming and 
boarding away ftom home. At Iwentynine Palms in 
1963, there was no "secure sorority house'* such as the 
one at Pendleton and some other places where access 
to and ftom the building was controlled, and a '*housc 
mother*" in the person of a female Marine officer (aid- 
ed by a staff of women Marines and by duty NCOs 
always keeping an eye on the doors.) This situation 
continued at Twentynine Palms until late 1967* or early 
1968. Until then, ftom soon-to-be Sergeant IdaBurch- 
man onward, a woman Marine could get permanent* 
ly assigned to Twentynine Alms only if she were 
married to a male Marine assigned to die desert* or 
to a male Marine officially retired there. Navy nurses 
had arrived in 1961, of course, but they were, after all, 
officers of the medical profession. Nurses had served 
with the military, including combat areas and foreign 
shores, ftom at least 1854 when Britain's Florence 
Nightingale and her other "lamp ladies 1 * went off to 
the Crimean War. At Twentynine Palms, the Navy 
nurses had the wherewithal to rent homes in town, 
or the rank to live in their own private spaces in 
officers* country. 

By early 1968, with a special building set aside for 
them, there were about 20 women Marines on board 
Twentynine Palms. More were on the way, to total near- 
ly 30 by the end of that year. The senior woman Ma- 
rine in February 1968 was Master Sergeant Elotse IL 
Smith Kirby, recently promoted to that tank fay lieu- 
tenant Colonel Charles R. KuchatsH, Jr., officer in 
charge of Sub-Unit 1 of Communications and Elec- 
tronics School Battalion. Elois Kirby by that time had 
been in the Marine Corps for 19 years. She was in 
charge of the C&E school testing section. 

At about this same time m 1968, Lieutenant 
Colonel Patricia A. Maas came to Twentynine Palms 
as Base G-l. This well-known Marine Corps name was 
helping to improve opportunities for women in the 
Corps. Pat Maas was the daughter of Major General 
Mdvin J, Maas, by then retired ftom the Marine Corps 
Reserve. After duty during World War I days, Mel Maas 
kid served in Congress ftom 1926 until 1944. Part of 
his duties in the US. Congress put him on the Naval 



Affairs Committee, and there he originated a bill to 
allow women permanent roles in die military services. 
General Maas retired from the Marine Corps reserve 
in 195 2 r with by then nearly all of his eyesight gone. 
But for many more years he championed the cause of 
the Marine Corps, and of women in the Armed Forces. 

By this time, Pat Mass had served in many a clime 
and place. Commissioned in 1950, she had been on 
duty at Pendleton; Bostpu; Lejeunc; Hawaii; Washing- 
ton, D.C (where she had been commanding officer 
of theWsnan Marine Company at Henderson Hail- 
that barracks across the street fiom Headquarters Ma- 
rine Corps); San Francisco; and Queried. She held 
a bachelor of aits degree in social sciences from Sam 
Francisco College* 

It was perhaps fitting that more vwmen Marines 
were arriving that year at Twntyntne Palms (and else- 
where.) Women Marina counted 1968 as their 25th 
anniversary year, and in San Francisco at a convention 
of women Marines, the U. S. Post Office issued a com- 
memorative post card in their honor. (In another 
fashion of reckoning, it had been 50 years since Mrs. 
Opha M. Johnson enlisted for duty in the Marine 
Corps Reserve, on 13 August 19180 

Etcfnal Bwliex, giant we ptay, 
lb all Marines, bath aigfct and day, 
The courage, hooot, ^tpcngtli and sfciU 
Their land to sem, Thy km fulfill; 
Be Thou the Shield fer-ewr-moie 
From evefy pert] to the Corps. 

Chaplain James Braiwett Seim, 
lieutenant Commartdcr, CHC^ USN 

This was a new verse for the Navy Hymn* officially 
adopted, and it was perhaps appropriate that the Ob- 
serration Post printed it in die 4 March l$$6 issue, 
add skeined to claim it for special Ownership at TWen- 
tynine Palms. This new base, after all, wa$ entering 
its first wax under a command flag of its own. Middle 
sections of the base newspaper began to be devoted 
to Marine Corps news from Vietnam; more and more 
quarters on the base were occupied solely by wives arid 
children; that Lassie program which Geneial Jones had 
inaugurated the previous year became more and more 
significant. New the ladies "manned" special service 
"stops" such as the base theater, stables, ceramics, 
library, bowling alky, and golf course. Mote volunteers 
were needed, and letters were going oat to all depen- 
dent women of the command. By tins time, General 
Wallace M. Greene, Jr., had heard of die Lassies of 
Twcntynine Balms. From the Commandant's office* a 
message lauded the women of the desert, plus the 
command, and Greene urged other commands to take 



up such programs for the duration of the Vietnam 
War. 

On the first of April 1966, the base hospital (which 
has never really broken all tics with the Naval Hospi- 
tal, Camp Pendleton) celebrated its fifth anniversary 
at Twcntynine Palms. Senior medical officer was Com- 
mander Arthur U James, the ChiefNurse was Com* 
mander Mary C Montague. Special notice also went 
to Hospitalman First Class R. O. Carter, who, every- 
body agreed, had "come in with the lumber" when 
the hospital started its life in the desert 

That April the base hosted the schwlb^ basket- 
ball tournament Some 740 schcrclbc^s sh<**ed up for 
this 8 th Annual Tfc^tynine Palms Invitational Basket- 
ball lournament, which was called (so far, unofficial* 
ly) the Qsief Jones? tournament in memory of die 
son of General and Mrs Jones. Also chi hand with the 
schoolboys Were actor Frank Sutton* "Qunncry Ser- 
geant Vfaee Cartel of the "Gomer Pyle, USMCT tel- 
evision show; and Burt mrd, "Robin" of the "Bat 
Man" television series. 

On 5 July, the first Redeye Missile School in the Ma- 
rine Corps began classes at Tfoentynine Palms, trith 
49 students. Commanding officer of the school was 
Captain John W. Spivey. On 9 September, the first 
class graduated. Thirty-fivc students made the grade; 
diplomas were presented by Lieutenant Colonel Mer- 
ton IL Ives, commanding officer of the Marine Air 
Reserve Missile 'Raining Detachment of El tbro. Also 
on hand was Ira Sykes, an executive of General Dy- 
namics, m^ufacturers of this, "the wqdd's smallest 
guided missile" infantry support weapon for air 
defense. Another visitor from General Dynamics— 
not otherwise identified by The Observation Post- 
came along as a special guest; even though he had 
worked ott the Redeye breed since 1958* he never had 
seen one fired 

then, at die endofjuly, General Banning deput- 
ed for a two-year tour with the JCS Jcim Sfciffi The 
new commander was not yet m hand; This was; 
Brigadier General Regan Fuller, a recipient of two Sil- 
ver Star Medals for combat performance on Guadal- 
canal. Now he was winding up a tour in Vietnam, 
where he served, among other assignments, as chief 
of staff of 111 Marine Amphibious force. Meantime, 
as had happened between Generals Victory and 
Bowser back in eariy 1959 (when Colonels McCoy and 
Hemphill filled in for a time at Base and force Troops, 
respectively), two colonels held die reins until Regan 
Fuifcx arrived. These were Colonel Henry M. Wdlman, 
Jr., for the base, and Colonel Nat M. Pace for Borce 
Troops. They filled in for about two months, until 
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Fuller arrived and assumed command on 3 October 
1966. 

In the fall, the first increment of construction for 
the Communications and Electronics School was about 
12 percent complete, the contract supervisor, Lieu- 
tenant John A. Gunther, USN, told the Observation 
Post This amounted to eight new buildings, plus 
renovations and additions, to provide some 59,000 
square feet of spare including labs and classrooms. The 
R.J. Webb Company, Inc., of Riverside, was doing this 
work, on a contract amounting to approximately $2.3 
million. This phase was to be completed in spring of 
1967. 

At the end of the year i Hank Wellman went over 
the side into retirement from the base chief of staff 
job. His replacement was a Medal of Honor recipient, 
Colonel Carl L Sitter, who as a rifle company com- 
mander had come out of the Chosin Reservoir with 
the 1st Marine Division in the winter of 1950 in Korea. 
Earlier, in World War II, he had earned the Silver Star 
Medal on Guam. 

Another old-timer retired at Twentynine Palms that 
winter. This was Staff Sergeant John A. "Jack" Mur- 
dock, and his outfit, the 5 th 8-Inch Howitzer Battery 
(Self-Propelled) did him the honors. Jack Murdock 
came into the Marine Corps in Portland, Maine, in 
November 1959- In World War II, Jack Murdock 
fought with the 1st Marine Division at Guadalcanal, 
Cape Gloucester, and Peleliu. At the end of the war, 



he was in the States again, on the color guard at the 
Marine Barracks at Eighth and I Streets in Washing- 
ton. He did special guard duty at President Roosevelt's 
"ShangriLa," later named "Camp David." After that, 
Murdock left the Marine Corps for a time, but then 
returned for Korea, following that war, he had a num- 
ber of duty stations, had been at Twentynine Palms 
in 1965, then went to Vietnam where he served with 
the 3d Battalion, 12 th Marines. Now, with that Navy 
Wave he met and married after World War II, Mary 
L Davis of Marrietta, Ohio, he would retire in Twen- 
tynine Palms. 

But rime marches on. The Observation Post at year's 
end reminded one and all that the postal ZIP codes 
would be a must* effective 1 January 1967; 92278 for 
the base; 92277 for the town of Twentynine Palms. But 
that was all right, because by mid-year, Marines did 
not have to remember their old Marine Corps serial 
and file numbers any more. Henceforth, for both 
officers and enlisted, the Social Security number would 
do the trick. 

Early in 1967, now that a number of Marines were 
returning from tours in Vietnam, Rtce Troops artillery 
units began to be rebuilt at Twentynine Palms. Now 
called the 5 th Field Artillery Group, this unit started 
in Bpbruary with four officers and 27 enlisted Marines, 
Lieutenant Colonel Andrew E. Hare was the com- 
manding officer. Captain Vincent D. Sweeny was com- 
manding officer of Headquarters Battery; Captain 



Victor R Snider commanded the Searchlight Battery; 
and Major King D. **Tiny" Thatenhutst commanded 
the 7th 155mm Howitzer Battery. Soon the 5th 84nch 
Howitzer Battery, commanded by Major Robert D. 
Jameson, joined the group. 

Abo on hand at Twentynine Palms at the time was 
the 9th Communications Battalion, commanded by 
lieutenant Colonel Mites M* Hoover, Jr., and in mid* 
March this outfit had a special promotion ceremony 
for tatice Corporal R. R. Ziolfcowski, who had taken 
an heroic route to his corporal stripes. Eady in Febru- 
ary, Ziolkowski, a drive*, saw another Marine Corps 
vehicle burning alongside a mad. He grabbed bis own 
fire extinguisher and attacked the blaze. When he saw 
flames flicking around the gasoline tank, he crawled 
underneath and finished putting out the fire. "Hms," 
read his meritorious mast at the promotion ceremo- 
ny, "saving major damage to a $3,000 truck.** 

In March, April, and May, ^tfest Coast Marines, plus 
the 1st Marine Brigade from Hawaii, activated a 5th 
Marine Expeditionary Brigade, commanded by 
Brigadier General Regan Puller. Hie brigade held a 
command post exercise, then a landing on the beaches 
atCamp Itendletnn, fal^^ 
Participants, in addition to Borce Troops and the 
Hawaiian Brigade, included the 5th Marine Division 
(a Vietnam war baby) then occupying Pendleton, and 
elements of the 3d Marine Aircraft Wing from El Iota 
"Exercise Alligator Hide" it was called, perhaps to take 
note of the fact that units such as these really came 
out of the hide of a Marine Corps very heavily com- 
mitted in Vietnam, 

Sad notes came with greater regularity from Viet- 
nam now. A "more than typical- * one dame in early 
June. Que Marine killed in Vietnam was Gunnery Ser- 
geant Ralph W. Smith. Before he went to Vietnam 
he had been at Twentynine Palms since 1959, and had 
been a stand-out volunteer for the Twentynine Palms 
(Caches Association, the little League, the Chief Jicjncs 
Schoolboy Basketball Tournament, and the Dolphin 
Swim Team. Gunny Ralph Smith was survived by his 
wife, Barbara, and five children, who had remained 
in Twentynine Palms. 

Fot another old rimer, the summer of 1967 brought 
a departure of another sort— normal retirement from 
an on-again, off-again Marine Corps career which in* 
eluded servkfc with Old Gimlet Eye himself Brigadier 
General Smedley Butlet, in Tientsin, China, in 1927, 
Gunnery Sergeant Alton D. < T>oug" Culbertson, then 
a young Marine not long out of boot camp, remem- 
bers that fearful day before Christmas 1927, when the 
big fire started at the Standard Oil Kant on the banks 



of the Hai River in Tientsin. Bor four days, 2,000 
Marines— off and on— fought the fire; at one time, 
early on, they formed a human "bucket** brigade and 
passed gasoline tins out of adjoining warehouses. 
Doug Culbertson remembered that Smedley Butler 
himself was often in the bucket brigade. 

Among his many souvenirs, in addition to a sharp 
and vivid memory of those days and others, Gunny 
Culbertson had a photograph of Butter, and other 
officers, at the Race Course in Tientsin, waiting for 
some visiting dignitary to arrive in a light plane. All 
planes were light in those days, Doug said, And when 
he retired in the sunset parade, as one of six Marines 
departing that night, Gunny Culbertson said die base 
at Iwentynine Palms then owned more motor trans- 
port than did die entile Marine Cbips when he fibbed 
(a bit) about his age and enlisted in 1927. Alton Doug- 
hs Culbertson, 209694, US. Marine Corps, He stayed 
in Iwentynine Palms, in a very snug harbor of a home 
in the Indian Cove area. His wife, Naomi, is an artist 
and member of the local Art Guild. 

At mid-year, the Communications and Electronics 
School began its move from San Diego up to the 
desert First to make the move was lieutenant Colonel 
Charles H Kuchatskijr t , with his Marine Tactical Data 
Systems Maintenance School He brought appro*!* 
mately 100 Marines, to get organized for what by later 
in the fell was to be an opening school with 400 stu- 
dents* Three more schools were then on tap to move 
up later— Baric Electronics; Operations and Commu- 
nications; and Telecommunications Maintenance. 

The first increment of building and pteparing had 
finished, and, as this first school was ready to resume 
classes in September* out came the ribbon cutters. 
Congressman Jerry Penis, always a friend of the Corps 
at Tfeentynine Radius, sniped the ribbon. General 
fiiller And other load officers were oft hand, as was 
Colonel James A* Blakely, the commanding officer of 
C&E Schools, up from San Diega 

lassies, those loyal volunteers who kept the "home 
fires burning" at special services activities, ended the 
year by honoring Mrs, V L Cullman, one of two origi- 
nal participants, as she prepared to depart the base 
with her husband, the base's sergeant major. A 
monogrammed bracelet was presented to Mrs. 
Cullman by General Fuller, and he noted that she had 
logged some 323 volunteer hours, mainly as cashier 
at the Base Theater* The Cullmans were off to duty 
on Guam. 

Meantime, Mis. Lionel D* Rogers, who had been 
lassie coordinator for a year* had been replaced by Mrs. 
Francis I. Benton^ Jr., who was living on board die base 



with her children whUe husband 'Ike'' served in Viet- 
nam with the 3d Marine Division. Unfortunately, ill 
health soon forced BUic Benton to give up die Lassie 
job* the program continued. Mrs. Joseph A. Malleiy, 
Jr M wife of the base Legal officer, became chief coor- 
dinator. 

Near the end of 1967, Base Fire Chief Stewart D. 
Knight signed up for a one-year civil service hitch in 
Vietnam* at DaN&ng, and General Regan Fuller com- 
maided him in a send-off. 

Then came a permanent transfer not mourned at 
all In the fall , accountability for those 100 "relocata- 
ble" houses near the main gate passed to the property 
administration office of the federal government's 
Office of Economic Opportunity; Washington, DlC. 
ftrewdl fragile pilot lights, and the scorpions awl 
black widow spiders thereunto pertaining. 

In 1968, as the Vietnam War continued, the bast 
at Twcntyninc Palms noted more and more participa- 
tion in memorial services for Marines throughout the 
Southern California area. In addition, more and more 
parades were held for the presentation of medals and 
awards earned iri Vietnam by Marines How returning 
to die desert for duty* 

A note of commendable enterprise: in the spring 
a local retired military man was brought into the small 
hospital on the base suffering ftom a heart attack. Af- 
ter he was cared for by Navy doctors, there still was 
a need for close monitoring of his heart Sophisticat- 
ed equipment was not at hand, but doctors did not 
want to move the man to a large hospital down be- 
low. Hospitalman Second Class R. D. Smith and 
Hospitalman X L Gemmer came up with the solu- 
tion. They borrowed an oscilloscope fiom C&E School, 
rigged it to measure die decttonic impulses ftom the 
patient's heart, and thus gave doctors a better "fix" 
on how the man was doing. 

In the fall, the base's chief of staff, Cofonel Howard 
A, "Howie" Westphall went off to Vietnam, and his 
wife. Nannette, stayed on board and became the new 
coordinator for Lassies. Colonel Bernard ML Boress be- 
came the new chief of staff In October, the 2d LAAM 
Battalion came back ftom Vietnam; and just before 
Christmas, Stew Knight came back from DaNang and 
resumed duties as Base Fire Chief. 

As the final year of the 1960s began, much fight- 
ing remained for Marines in Vietnam (Dewey Canyon, 
Virginia Ridge, Pipestone Canyon, to name a few of 
the operations), but 1969 also was the year when 
Richard Nixon became president on the promise that 

■Vr 4pprm|-i I M|kx Jrninn Fkfld. 



he would begin to extricate the nation from the un- 
popular Vietnam involvement. **Vietnamization, M this 
plan began to be called. More and more, it turned 
the war over to the South Vietnamese, and at the same 
time diminished IXS. manning levels in country* 
Strengths of stateside installations began to increase 
as individuals and units left Vietnam for home duty 
again. Often units were "zeroed out** in Vietnam, and 
then reorganized stateside. 

Early in 1969* most of the Marines fiom Twenty- 
nine Palms spent neatly a week helping neighboring 
communities dig out fiom under a heavy snowfall, and 
fiom mud and sand washed onto homes, roads, and 
streets. Army troops fiom IbrtlrwiU also wete on hand, 
as were Air Rice personnel around Norton and March 
Air force Bases, Bsderal, state, and San Bernardino 
County resources were called upon for relief. Hardest 
hit were the communities or areas of Big Bear, Yuai- 
pa. Mount Baddy, and Loma Linda. 

Shortly after the stotm, Brigadier General Carl W. 
Hoffman assumed command from Regan Killer. A na- 
tive of Omaha, Nebraska, and a graduate of Drake 

BGe* Car/ Wi Hoffman accepts tke ami colors fitm 
BGf* Rtfijn I'frf'A'r Anftj* t£t f&*ttf*f of c ommj/tFt/ 
trrrmowy btfJar 'Iwenfyniju ftxtmi o* 2J Mmb jf 969. 

Miimt Carp* Hur 3 jr»il < j Jin; rami 
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University in Des Moines, Iowa, Cad Hoffman entered 
the Marine Corps in much the same Cushion as did 
Bill Jones, Tfoemynine's commander in 1964-65 —via 
the college-oriented Platoon leaders Class (PIC) pio- 
gtam. During World War II, Hoffman fought at 
Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Saipan, and Hniap t was wound- 
ed twice, and earned the Silver Stac Medal onSaipan. 
In the Korean War, he commanded the 3d Battalion, 
1st Marines, and later served on the staff (Assistant 
G-3) of the 1st Marine Division. He came to Twenty*- 
nine Palms fiorfi die war in Vietnam, where he served 
as the a^sfctant division commander of the 3d Marine 
Division; as commanding general ofTasklbrce Hotel; 
and later as operations officer fia- HI Marine Amphibi- 
ous force* Genenil Hoffman feted the exacting msk 
of gatherir^; reiwriing fortes at Twentyninc Palms a^ 
beginning peacetime training programs and cycles all 
over again,* 

Generals Hoffinan and Killer had in effect, traded 
jobs. Began Puller went out to Vietnam and the 3d 
Marine Division, folly Puller, his wife* remained m 
Tfaeniynine Palms and betamecoordinatortf that Las- 
sie program which still was needed until more Ma- 
rines got home again to stateside duty* 

The base prepared for these homecomings. Mess- 
halls 2, 3> 5 T and 6 underwent a spifiy treatment: 
indoor-outdoor carpeting for a new level of "civiliza- 
tion" colorful fireproof drapes, stereo music wafting 
from mysterious sources. Now they were to be called 
"dining halls" (later "dining facilities"). Old Gunny 
Doug Gulbertsoo* sitting in the sun and remember- 



*CNet the ycais, liwrynine Palms has becfl fafes&d h? im un- 
cndiof pir.uk ofpcpuLu uxJ acmcnpluhed lotueluhLijik gpner- 
jIi Kf/'hak tome oi \}it tut d lu ttuk hive been naif n«l 10 me 
dnen for i "nvilif'hi ember *u kw hu been the ok wnh afaapa] 
ofiken Sane hu been raoee imnpliihtfl and ukmoed ihu Cid 
1 Ic-rinufl Before he ra Kkice-d iut tk| euL. ht towed u a raJoeid 
m ibe rnrmnj ft&cy Analem Dmikra nc Iteidq^uiiun, hUnne 
Coep*. ibea ai milinrp ttoroij qd Ge-cunJ 'Vrllice M. Gretnc. 
jr.. die Gummuidani. Cari HocTnun Ilu * eruduf 'f degree ua in- 
LEsruLiun^J jliisn drum. Gtonjr Wuhinjuini L'nivecuir I Wuhinj- 
ukl DC i AErcr World Wu IE. he want die umoil ruamrkiJ 
rrxmugriprij <J itn Stiptn uiii TiDitn > .umpjifioj Muak wimn 
K him hir been publnhrd And Lu. bus n-x Icui. CirJ Lluflraic 
is in una. mzh rJir nf the cifaDcr which would, bene ear 

bled fun ro fluid m wnh she hfce+ nf I [am SLuui. Lsud AjTDirjYmfl 
Lu lAien Boll Sconey Aj LGcnnuodeT or" ibe Ln Manna 

id Camp PendJeirxi in IWSV he lenc ibr unbar off sn die tt'euem 
Pacific vim an .nruicrr banalinn which, under the oansptateineiii 
rrncm. lain beramr rhr La EaraboeL. Sen Manna, in Viennam 
In dhem final dap d die old miupUtrmeiH srnem. n wai cui 
irwnarf m bold nluxnarp nriio in ibe amp chapel befbtr mip- 
pcfiR our.. ChaplaiBf ud cwDBnamka wen: apeomd in uv ■ few 
rditn^Cjri M.-ftman i"** wurd^ ua diii DC£Hkn lenuuni. 

ir. a uumpn mlo. i mrdEer of rebf mum and pie cmrji cans ben 
iV* be firmt^il. dvrre m nrecif ■ dnr rpe in che bnuse 



ing when he protected the International Settlement 
in Tientsin bock in 1927, might have snorted in deri- 
sion, Would tve next train Marines to lift z pinky while 
dining in those facilities? (We were all to be pleasant- 
ly shocked, in die 1970s* when the Holiday Inn" bar- 
racks came along!) 

General Hofiman tells a u mo?ir^ w story about this 
period; 

The otmous aee4 $ot aidirional recreatwoal facilities 
caused me v> emtode idea (pcihaps it was mine) 

dm te Luosfuci j Ule on or but the Uuv I h Jnu^h ■ ir>dcc- 
inca vim LxjkJ aMlun agencies, lelened oeT-b±i£ ua 
war Copper Mountain. At any rate^ tt am tbeMtmie Corps 

QOibtDg. 

Soon «c cad detailed plans for two adjacent late, one 
Jbr snimmingi the other fer fishing and boating. 

The organic engineer unk at IWentyninc Films en- 
thusia^tically waived out the tm lakes, and bulk the beans 
that would protect against flash floods, sandstorms, and the 
lavages of natute, 

But where would «e get enough water in the Acscn m 
fill the two Jbfcses? Tne answer, <jf eoutse, was a decp weO, 
But who would pay for the dnUhng? A civilian agency 
. . . provided the money ($60,000, 1 thinlt). 

A few months later the lake beds weft ready to leccive 
water, and die well was ready to pomp, The lime was ripe 
to dedicate the fetctlity with pomp and cucumstanec. 

F Cpltir* 71 *" ^ t^mrd m? j m™iiiw*n t« juthH i lu- iLri|ar^- 
1pwi crrmwinj Unnn ■ flai brd ^rni kr] i rH-nprrli iti nr^nH 
vkK ftd. *firtr. mrl blur kmNne.l m I ■fcakft' piirfsnil. 
^ a m-il il' jw J i crpffr id dienmnr^ r^^i ^kiIut Nirfk rni- 
rhjJinnB dirnrcmiKMiaJ mrnri "H rhe p^'i^" 1 hkJ nbdl- 
m | ilu Tinyc c< rrribuD>muanBT cuopcnticHi The band 
plaprd wmr ipinird cum. chr diafilain imiturd rhr 
^Innchn'i k lriMnp jnd «r ail hh pnnd modr 

riir jifc^rj-inT-, , nmplnnJ. ""T rumcd cki dw rip. Wnhun 
■ hr» dam chr laJko wrr iboui hilF Hull, md we wire dn- 
iumihk ■hie kinds d bequ wc wnuld purrhi^e uiri who 
uv-uhl iitiniati lukfuiEd] 

And then it happened Ai ma rue. he fenir> it the lire 
■rood lui lonctr ^ajni. hr iwJdmlp bcanf the scranprnr wund 
hr hid heard in ha winri lire I k dntnbetf ir Lici u the 
"abc^mooifa M ihui wculd be produced In cnik u iliuK 
ini Hmuhanmj^F In J miner of Hcctneh. all die warec wia 
■Tin?, ind our Itba" werr dr> boln in me |7uuni£ Suroe- 
rhinc hid pulled rhr phjp Thr dr sen linrhupc nnLtmed 
pc normal 

M"i ■iMi^piHrfrmcm-pai men udedtbJ . Sam. LH TTin iirxr. 
I Lin IhjrK ibout n: bwi. ir rhr rime, ihrn wai rw foy in 
rrw I njppow wr ccpylrl hn med aeam. bui "r rudn'r Ir 
Monrd i hr dncer "t« irllunc m wenexhina. W herded die 
mraaer 1 

In 1969, a flew $4 million construction iocfciacMt 
began Ac CcMnnmnkai^ 
complex. This dq* (Phase U), m the hands of tbcRiha 
Coostiwtitm Om^any of Jjt Mesa* called |br the 
letnoval of 16 old Butler buiWogs between £th and 
9th streets, and die construction ol m new single-stoiy 
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concrete buildings, each of which would provide some 
31,00© square and labora- 

tories fbr the ercr-^mding school. 

Navy lieutenant josejjsh M. Steven new the Resi- 
dent Officer in Charge of extraction, m$ not only 
overseeing this large contact* but soon he wa$ able; 
as well to announce plans for construction and upgrad- 
ing of diecbinmi^iy^bie, the Heathman Construc- 
tion Company of PitqS Spotty was going to do this 
one: cost was about $452,000; and planned tom&te* 
tton was in eatly 1970, 

Another pleasant — and *pell deserved ^ surprise . Af- 
ter world-wide judging, We Oksm^on Post was 
named the best Armed forces letteipre» newspaper 
for 1968* malted on content, layout* and makeup. $ca> 



geant David Butler; who had been editor of the OP 
during much of the award -winning year, flew from 
Vietnam to Williamsburg, Virginia, to receive the 
award. Then he flew t© *B«entynme Palms to hand the 
award on to Gteaie^al Kteflkiao* who commended him 
and the current staff of the paper. 

Then, atyearVend, the Vietnam wartime units such 
as the 5 th Keld Artillery Gtmp and Company D of 
the 13th Engineer Battalion changed their names. Af- 
ter tailing c0 into ii^idiial orders from Vietnam, 
Marines were showing up again to beef up stateside 
units under old familiar names: the 1st Field Artillery 
Group and Company A, llrh Engineer Battalion. 
Someone said Marines came back from Vietnam to 
the desert to "free a Lassie for housework again." Mostly 
this made for mutual happiness. 



CHAPTER 8 

New Mission 



As 1970 began, more and more Marine units were 
preparing to leave Vietnam under the provisions of 
President Nixon's Vietnamizadon plan. There was 
much fighting left, but with less and less participa- 
tion by ever-smaller Marine forces; although, as a mat- 
ter of fact, Marine aviation and communications units 
were present to the last, and Marines of the embassy 
detachment in Saigon climbed up that ladder on the 
embassy roof and into helicopters in those final hours 
in 1975. But for Twentynine Palms, manning levels 
were on the increase again, 

So far* plans for Twentynine Palms amounted to 
more of the same, mostly an artillery base, plus its 
Communications and Electronics School, and the large 
training area for regulars and reserves. The desert base 
certainly was not going to go away. Here in the first 
year of the new decade, $800,000 came on line for im- 
provement of the base water system. Two new wells 
were put down out beyond Surprise Springs, with 
electric-driven turbine pumps in two pump houses 
complete with new chlorinatipn equipment. There 
were new pipes put down for collection lines from 
these and older wells* along with electric controls for 
those welk Tlten, finally, 10 miles of new 20-inch 
water main to maidside. The new commissary store 
opened in the main gate area, touted as the "first com- 
missary store constructed entirely from funds derived 
from profits." The contract had been let the previous 
spring. 

In the fall of 1970, at no cost to the government, 
a new United Services Organization (USD) building 
was dedicated in downtown Twentynine Palms' four 
Comers area. Mrs. Allene Hoffman, wife of the com- 
manding general, cut the ribbon and General Hoff- 
man accepted a ceremonial key from USO 
Commissioner William J. Parkins of the XJSfestern Ter- 
ritory pt the Salvation Army, die unit responsible for 
die USO at Twentynine. This USO remained popular 
and much used by local servicemen, women, and their 
families for some five more years. Then, this one, one 
of the last two remaining as "base side" USQs (the 
other was someplace in Montana) was closed, along 
with that other one, as no longer supportable from 
the donations from a grateful citizenry. 



In October 1970, a couple of artillery units came 
back from Vietnam to rejoin the 1st Field Artillery 
Group. These were the 1st 8-Inch Howitzer Battery 
(Self Propelled) commanded by Captain Thomas & 
Siggins; and the 3d 175 mm Gun Battery (Self- 
Propelled) commanded by Captain Cad W. Neiet Hot 
scoop had it» also, that the 4th Battalion, 11th Ma- 
rines also was on its way from Da Nang. It had left 
die desert in 1965 near the start of heavy US. involve- 
ment. Now it was bringing back, along with men, 
weapons, and gear, a Presidential Unit Citation, a 
Meritorious Unit Citation, plus a South Vietnamese 
award— the Gallantry Cross with Palms. 

At about the same tiMe, lieutenant Colonel 
Richard O. "Owen" Gillick returned to the desert to 
assume command of the Field Artillery Group, replac- 
ing Lieutenant Colonel John A. Hamilton. Owen Gil- 
lick had been at Twentynine first back in 1954 as a 
first lieutenant; he served as executive officer and later 
commanding officer of Battery B, 1st 15 5mm Howit- 
zer Battalion. Now his rank ornaments and pay had 
improved, along with increased responsibilities, but 
his new office was right back in that same building 
he occupied during that 1954 duty.* 

"Old home weeks" in a variety of forms and visits 
continued. Among those of the year which included, 
of many, one by that former artilleryman of the desert. 
General Leonard E Chapman Jr., now Commandant, 
was the visit in December of lieutenant General Wil- 
liam K. Jones, who was commanding Fleet Marine 
Rjrce, Pacific. He retired on 1 September 1972. 

General Jones' replacement, lieutenant General 
Louis H. Wilson, had an idea about the base at Twen- 
tynine Palms. Eventually, that idea not only did a great 
deal to change the desert base, but also changed the 
way the Marine Corps conducted its air-ground tacti- 
cal training. 

Before all that came to pass, time marched on for 
that longest climb up to the desert ever logged by 

*Owcn GUIkk retired bercasa colonel in 197$ , i*ttb his family , 
and joined the staff of College of the Desert (later Copper Moun- 
tain College). 



A I9~4 asnji rj'nr /cks^i mu-tA U/a-jfci tAc JirMnp jttd "mji&sidt" Tktntymit* Fbimi- 



Marines ~ those wmmvQk&%£s m<& ws^um&u<m 
repair technicians of the Ckmmunlcmions and Etee- 
tronics S^^olvN^ only wasting C&E mem from San 
Diego to t^atytura {^iii^ dowed Someisrbat by die 
Vietnam War, btir it wa$ Mewed by ^■jteth#£ , '<tf^ 
mumearions and electronics continued to grow almost 
beyond all technic boards white r 
ui>derway. It reminded one <&tkmmtk A braham Lin* 
efclri &id he oiic£ found in the woods: a stfek S6 
etootedit wAi tm Ifcc t*jp bt^incss was 

so busy one ^Idnotjjeta Mtdofit; and all during 
the Vietnam war v all fbrmore and bet* 

ter e$ripmfcat add expert Marines to use it. 

As a school. CAE inaced iu origins bark tn thr In 
Signal Company of Qunruira Virginia, in 1932 In 
January W^h M Wtms^ ^t Vogt Signal Bajtalicfa at 
Quantico; m <>#$bet of tl&t year, it moved m New 
Riser (Camp Lejeune), North Carolina become the 
Signal Bs^Uan Tkining Center; fey : l^Mead>ef 
it^thfc S^gaal S^ttsd^ Spdal Bisik^Jfe^in^^ 
Marine Training <*mmil»d, <^sim^ l^ietttie- In Au- 
gust and Sej*i&mber* 19*6. It went wts£to €atap Fei*- 
dleton wherekseitlcdin the Dd Mar arat afong with 
the Itedio School from Marine Barracks, Philadelphia. 
fi*er jp^ing* i^sehabl kft Pcadlctdn to i0Q Sfc 
San Diego, where jt.fgqfc up t0itmt difcifcctiik 



depot under die fia^ 
School Battalion. 

Bfein m w xnode^ 1950s), i^sdiool 

badfiqwa fioifc an ajqawisd studerit popul^on flow 
?qf $00 to 800 to (by the rime major units got tblweri* 
tynine Eidms in 1971) 2^000 to 2,500, 

Phase H of the cpnstractioa fiWshed Iri Janu- 
ary 1971, and some f&O mote of the school students 
and ^^ km^imm^^^ to the desert, Tbeicom- 
ttttf!^ Charf^ \fe "Bffl* Blyth, 

came up fora ribbon String on 20 January 1971, 2nd 
said &mc wjte soiije $6.f rniUion invited in the new 
faculties at Twentynixie. Qn2 Bebraary, he orape back 
up with thfc school colors and made a presentation m 
tite commanding general, (Sari Mof^aa. 

ilif »i<jol dten teeei^d &e new name, Marine 

By tfrfcft, 

itemed MwHtary 

in 51 separate courses; and there sriH weic mote 
cotu^y rodents, and staff to ni^e the mom fotm 
fiom SattDfegti 

Wi& the Viatn^W*! cbntfeiuin^ to ^d down, 
and there beii^g rime fef ribe plsuining of all sorts of 
' rripe ytun Sunday" M^, Brigadier General Hairy C. 
Olson, itfbo eoxrunanded die other desett place in 



California, the supply base at Bstfstow, said to Cad 
Hoffman of Iwemytiine Palms that he thought the 
d^en establishments ought to go together and set up 
a summer-winter recreation area in the mountains at 
Big Bean Desert heat a morale problem? Go up to 
the cool mountain. Fish in the summer and lounge 
under the tall pines. Ski in winter, and lounge in front 
of the fire places in e%ht attractive *A" frame 'Alpine* 
cottages built by Company A of the ilth Bdgineer Bat- 
talion. The Marines aim built a lodge, and prepared 
places for tamper mi itm& Npn^p^p^^L 
special service funds provided the money; arid u$er fees 
added tothfe A low-cost lease agreement was worked 
Outw&hDtoR Bauet; siq^visor^d^&nfii^natdi- 
no National lotest It was all very pleasant, and much 
used by Marines both front Baistow and from Twen- 
tynine Bslms, as well as other Marines and Military 
personnel on a space-available basis. However, mar* 
tied Marines with young &mUie$ were the primary 
usees, Younger Marines from Twentynine and Bamow 
did not want t0 : 1ook^'^iht^.t^.^iteA»tmt—^ 
a month— and then go look at a mountain on their 
rime off. Give them the lights of the big cities! 

The camp at Big Bear which begad operations in 
the fall of 197% hung on for a fewyeati it was pleasant 



and reasonable for those who used it. It did not cost 
much for Bamow and Twentynine Palms to maintain 
until the winter of 1973-74, when some more of that 
had weather came along* Then there was road work, 
camp site; work, and, perhaps because of all die water* 
die plumbing began to give trouble, too, 

Brigadier General Schmid, then at Barstow, called 
Brigadier General William G, Jo$Jyn at T^ntyninc 
Palms with, as Bud $rJimid put it, "anofl&you can't 
tdtac£" 'Gm^&chm&'htitdl&ilte "high-paid avi- 
ators** at El 1&mm^ tsi&^ 
at Big Bc^r, ISfot only did they have a greate* popular 
rion, but it was easier to "sell* a mountain retreat or 
a ski lodge p Marines who could spend inning liberty 
in bright lights whenever they wanted 

In the spring of 1971, Carl Hoffman, who had btm 
selected for major general (and rtas promoted a* the 
chac«e of command oetemony and awarded a gold star 
in lieu of a second legion of Merit for his performance 
at Twentynine Palms) was off to command die recmit 
depot at Partis Island. fomniand at Twentynine 
to Brigadier General Paul 0. Graham, that long-ago 
aide to G^ral Pepper who had been to ^entynine 
Palms in that e^fc^ym 1952. As a rifle platoon fead- 
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pr. Paul Graham hjd Juufrhl during Wudld War li 'A r 
Guam and l»v Jima Af tec Lhe m he ranmajide d 
the 2d KricmnamanLT BjciaiLun at Cifllp Lf^une. 
rhen did a "Med Cruise" a* ^onurnandei: ul l« BaiLaJ- 
ian, 5d Marine;, tn 1964. he graduated ft™ the Nucili 
Adaiitk Tceicy Organizations Defense College in 
Pjji*, and then served in Europe on NATO *a/f. In 
L^ti" he served, ai a colond. in. [br Vir^am ^V. Eicsi 
as hi Marine Division G - ^. then as regimental com- 
mander nil the 5 ih MaJiftes. After dhjE, Grihara com- 
manded i In" prrsiigaijm MaCine BaJladti aJC Ejfthch and 
] iii i he "'tcrHit lawn" of ihe Commandant Quajreri 
While icmty! ihecc, hr *-a> wIcLCcd J"CW prumoEion [Q 
hrigadirr gcnccaJ. And rum here he was wi[h rhe rwu- 
harted command ar Twcniynine PaLrats 

General Graham's tout of a jre-irand a half (whete- 
upon he went bock mi into dw Western Pat iiic a^ain, 
Lhii time co he- assistim division commander nf ibe 
3d .VSaicnc Davaiiun om Okinawa > was ■ time of moor 
4 4>nv^|]Hinii[i, fcnadduig and ^rnwch for che descrr 
l-omm*nd Additional tsititLLitt adid buLldmgS tut [he 
C4cE Sehiji^l tciic ifLiq>tLiniJaL[: r*o old budding* from 
Condor Field dap were torn down near ihe main jjilc. 



that Redeye Mssfife S&fe&ol tltriwa, g^dt^ti^g mtm 

50 to 60 students per MmA w$*t 

courses. 

On ilSeptea&e* 1#Z& ground nats totes fm at 
new-concept fe^t^ ffiis enlisted Marines— the ^ 
c^Ilt^dt **HoIiclay Ititf* fedlitjc Itjild hx>k mote like at 
lajge motel than any military barracks imsqgtaed fey 
silts of earlier ages. 

Bto&cr.-(ta fee dfeit^ 3tt &$M Wty a* 

qi^tr^M^ This m$ tim& Qunnay Ser- 
geant Jupe Y And^; iwKft p^£^^I dal<€ at C&B 
School She iris ta be o^r ^4 fife cvfer) 
f^tt H^dt ctf ^JSaraea Marion Se^Eam Maj^f 

Sbig^^l^JS^ 4 IL 0ti^ tfcfe 

wtH$ tfae£t had b®s® m Twcntynine Palms fcff z ytm* 
vmald b&dt&t ^irtop ^Ikfeed advisor to the Diasc* 
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On 17 October 1972 came another change of com- 
mand for Base/forte Troops. Replacing General Gra- 
ham was Brigadier Gtoeml KennethJ. Houghton, just 
in from Hawaii where he had been chief of staff ef 
Fleet Marine force, fticific An energetic and feisty in- 
fanny unit commander* this San Franciscan in his 
career commanded units in the 1st Marine Division 
fiom the Reconnaissance Company in Korea (where 
he earned the Silver Star and Bronze Star Medals); to 
the 3d Battalion, 5th Marines in peacetime; the 5th 
Marines in Vietnam (where he received the Navy 
Cross, another Silver Star Medal, and his second and 
third Purple Hearts); and, after Twemynine ftdms, 
commanded the division itself at Camp Pcndl#toh. 
During World War II, lie served in combat on Ur*wa 
and Saipaa. 

It was not all General Houghton's doing (General 
Graham had shepherded much of the planning), \>iit 
1973 started for the new commanding general Just the 
way he lifeed it— on its toes and pundring through any 
delays. Abase gymnasium finally was under construc- 
tion* across &h Street fiom the end of Victoi^Reid; 
a new Marine Cotps Exchange store was under con- 
duction on Brown Koad between >th and 6ih Sheets; 
the sewerage ttfc«mc4tf pl^ Ban* 
dint) was being improved; another $3 million was on 
hand for more building for the C&E School; the en- 
listed "Holiday Inn" was shaping up; a small and 
secluded (near the dental ficihty) new "rfcadence" was 
being built for women Marines; add 100 more sets of 
quavers wete in the works for the hillside above that 
first Marine Cotps^b^t housing a^ Mmm Palms, 
This latter project* to be called Shadow Mountain, was 
a $2.5 million project 

Some individual Marine (plus a dependent wife) 
also were *'on a roll.** Private First Glass Susan Cbc&er 
graduated at die %op of her class in Bask 0ectronics 
at C&E School; and what was more, she was the only 
Marine in her l^Marine course w finish without hav- 
ing to repeat a single phase of the course— a fi^tt not 
often accomplished in that program. Next, she went 
on to radar school. 

Mis. Rita Nastri, wife of Major Anthony A, Nastriv 
was selected *&emynme Balms Mihtarf Wife of die 
"fear at a joint officers-staff if CO whies luncheon at 
the Staff NCO Club. A nurse, a Na*y Belief volun- 
teer* and a Sunday School teacher among other ac- 
tivities, Rita Nastri soon earned "Alternate Wife of the 
7&tf* in Headquarter Marine Corps Judging, "Now" 
said Rita with good humor; M ewrybody i^ me about 
bong a number-two wife." 

Ami then— perhaps one of those "it could happen 



only in the Marine Corps" episodes— in the fell of 
1973, 'Top TT Ktst Sergeant file L Tuiteleleapaga took 
leave and went home to Western Samoa to get sworn 
in as chief of his village, Pu'a Fu'a. Earlier in the spring, 
his mother-in-law nominated him for the office, and 
now he was off with his wife, Rafc, and daughter 
Elizabeth, to be officially installed, '^ip ^ then 44 
years of age* Said he thought he would retire to this 
home tqwu office when he left the Marine Corps. 

Brigadier General Houghton #>tthe word that he 
had been selected for the rank of major general, and 
^at i^ wa^ofl^to command the tot Marine Division. 
Brigadier General William G. joslyn, another San 
Franciscan , took the command passed on by Hough- 
ton. A feotball player firoin Stsuferd University, he be- 
came rifle platoon leader with the 2d |*^e Division 
in the Paci& at the end of World Was % and went 
into Japan Mth the division on post-war occupation 
duty. later; during the % m a captain* he 
served as a rifle company commander an4 bat- 
talion operations officer with the Battalion, M Ma- 
rines* There he earned the Bronze Star Medal for 
combat performance. During the Vietnam Wkr* Jos- 
lyn send in the combat zone twice— once in the 
1965-66 period and later in 70-71. On ihat second 
tour, he had been chief of staflf of the 3d Marine Di- 
vision, and later chief of staff of III MAF, During this 
tour in Vietnam, he was selected fer promotion to 
brigadier eeneraL Within a yeac, BiH Jfoslyn was. select- 
ed fer major general, and he was on his way again, 
this time to command the 2d Marine Division at 
Camp tejeurie. 

Replacing JcMyh was that long-ago Mm supply 
officer at Camp Pendleton's Marine Corps Training 
Center in the desert at Twentynine Palms, Bud 
Schmid. It was perhaps filing that Bud Schmid totd 
remmed to die ^nQrniisc Balms desert, which he 
and his vtifc Msurgaretta loved, ajt about the time it 
was to beeome a n ti^^g cmwT again, this time for 
the entire Marine Corps* 

As had happened a rime or two before, there was 
a bit of under! ap" between J oslyn and Schmid. Dur- 
ing die nine days betw^Joslytfsdepartuie On X May 
1974 until Schmid's assumption of ccOTra^d, the act- 
ing commander was Colonel ^ibett R "ftd" Coffeen, 
an artillery qflScer who had first come a-shooting m 
the desert in 1952 with Leonard E Chapman's regi- 
ment fi^a Pendleton. Cofifcen* a Stanford da&smate 
erf Bill Joslyn, had been Joslyn s assistant commands. 

By this tintt^ lieutenant General Louis M, Wilson 
had been io conun^d of Hirtt M^ 
wxx Sept&atibe* $ 1972, and had begun to devise 
a plan to mate nrore efficient use of the large desert 
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base at Tweatyniiac Vaim—M least h^ to P^e^idie 
command, to this capacity, Wilson, of cotii^, com- 
manded Bud Schrrud and his force 'ftoops at Twenty- 
nine. Wifaon had been to Tweotynine Ffclms before, 
and be teturned eady in Schmids current tour. He 
thought the base* as a Gaining area, had mote poten- 
tial than was being realized,** 

General Wilson, who earned the Medal of Honor 
commanding jn inhmih tompaiiyon tiuim in World 
fc'ir IJ, thuu^bi dunnft i Jljghc back to Honolulu flf 

the impressive training conducted during the Korean 
Wai (when WUson was an operations officer for the 
1st Marine Division) on what was then called "Night- 
mare RaageT Goldrid Bob Boyd ran that range, Wil* 
son tecaUed, where infantry units bairk off the line 
could train new men and sharpen veterans in a live- 
lire, combined-arms environment. Colonel Boyd and 
his staff theft would record obje^ on the 

professional performances of the commanders going 
through the training experience. General Wilson 
thought this special training range "went a long way 



*Oq 26 July 1^4, during *n diil history iatemew T Geoeial Wil- 
iso^ agreed With a& eatfe ofc^svauo^ Witeso said that oa his mj> 
ba*± to Hawaii fee "did indeed" think Itoentyninc Eataj* had be- 
<&inc "a sleepy iittk artillery tee" wfth a much peawr pejsatial 
Jbr combined arias tiiiiiieg 



to developing fine officers for later years in the Viet- 
nam! war 

Back in Hawaii, General Wilson outlined his 
thoughts to his G -5, Colonel Rw&dy M. *W Bill, 
and the head of the staff Operations Sutton, Colonel 
BobertE. Haebel. In addition to the excellent train- 
ittg whtth General Wilson envisioned at Ifoentynine 
BaJtas, he could see a way to improve unit stability 
by wo&ng the brigade in Hawaii into the readiness 
and ^ttan^facemenT cycle, and trying to beep Ma- 
rines in their battalions for three-year tout*, during 
wthieh they would have ^ t^ scj^ra^ sfe-mtmA deploy- 
ments overseas. It has never worked ptfed^ that way, 
but at any rate* there was a temporary delay in inau- 
guration of the oew mission for Tweotynine Palms. 

While staff planning continued at Hawaii and at 
Twenty nine Palms, lieutenant General Wilson men- 
tioned his plan to General Robert E. Cti#man, jr., 
the 25th Coism^hdant. "He seemed to think it was 
a good ide<* Wi^n wted* "but I never did hear any 
more about it Bom him< and as a result of this, I was 
convinced that in my final year at Pac, I was not go* 
trig to get attiy support from Headquarters Marine 
Corps, either Sttaifeialjy or philosophicstfly Even as 
j "RuL-wid-c" [raining program, Wilson could not find 
the financial wherewithal, "so as a result it languished 
for ^ whiter* 

What nught have happened to Wilson's idea to de- 
velop a new mi^iph fo^ 'Rvtntftiine Palms, if in feet 
he had been in his final Marine Corps job at Pat, is 
off course an M ifiry* * question lost in a world that never 
was. In less than a year after his visit to bis "sleepy 
little artillery base* at Itantynine Palms, Wilson ad- 
vanced to the rank of general, and ori I July 1975 be- 
caonethe 26tfeC^maf^antof the MariiMJ Corps. In 
the midst of many o4er exacting duties whiA in- 
cluded the need to clam house of too many high 
sdbool dropouts at the Grst-enlistment level of the Ma- 
rine Corps of tbat n^ment, Wilson determined riiat 
"when I was selected to be the Commandant, I then 
determined that I was going to make the Twentynine 
Kalms Base, to enlarge its mission to include [ train- 
tog of) all the [tactical] units of die Marine Corps* 

ffy di& rime, Bud Sthmidbad been seleetcdibr pro- 
motion to major general, and he was off to command 
the Marine Corps Supply Activity in Phibcfclphia. 
Thttt, aftei a short riw, health problem^ began to 
plague him; but as the old &dlity at Philadelphia be- 
gan to be phased out^ Bud was able to move to com* 
mand of Ae Marine Corps t&gistk Support Base, 
Atlariti^, in Albany, Geotj$L He remain^ diere un- 
til July 1^77, when his fight with cancer dictated that 



he leave diat casamiaad* A native of SanDi^o (bom 
2 October 1921), Bud Scbmid had himself evacuated 
fiom Alhany 10 Balboa Naval Hospital which ovedooks 
the Pacific in his home town. Me died theft oft 23 Au- 
giiaft 1977. 

In Washington, D£ M the new Commandant, Gen- 
mlWa$0a, selected Bi%sdi©r Geaetal Ernest R. Sdd* 
J% as the person be wanted to go to Twentynine !te 
and revive that idea fbr 4 lurar mission fei the bas& 
General Rcid* who had bee*iwouaded and captured 
bjr Ac enemy during the Korean Wal si&d tbcaa held 
for nearly tb*ee yeats as a "KUWfWt^mm the fcgwte- 
rive assistant £a the Commandsmt at Headquarters Ma- 
rine Corps, this is a fob Idu Wilsonhimself had when 
he m$ a brigadier general 

Also to Twentynine Palms to gear up for the heir 
mission went Colonel Billy XX **Biir B#idit*, an avi- 
ator then on duty at El 3^ with the 1st Marine Air- 
craft Wing, He replaced the aslant commander 
Colonel Verie E. Ludwig, who rettted* Tbjgethei this 
grdu^^teftin dFSeid md Bduldtn earned fotwfcrd 
Gditm^c^ die dlt&it. 

Central to all the? plans to mate Swen^nine Palms 
a combined arms training center fer the Marine Corps 
was the need for an adequate airfield at the base. The 
old field gear the main gate, much remade and over- 
hauled, M<A ha£fc almost tp gjideir dag& deariy 
mold Dot support the new concept. Said General 
Wilson: 

I cammed && ndit* tomld come from the 24 Marine 
t&rlsofi &wtt tbc Is* Max* w JDmaoa, be k&fcd tp 
a^iHDb»^ik£$3^ tfieir OftiBery alfioHiy tbcw, 

go iato opeiadofi wtrib a laroangm ^srfmimsoatiTC 

Birides, dfeg^m^ a to^ view On. tbe 

whole piafi. He wanted an airfield wmy (torn 

of Twentynine Palms, so there would be o».dkoflaif 
complaints later that airfield noise was a nuisance. 
Also; fiother down the possibilities, General Wilson 
said he could see the dine when the Marine Corps 
might have to use Twentynine Palms as the fall-back 
position from El T&m— sad maybe even fiom 
Pendleton— -if ewr that <x>astal real estate becomes too 
valuable to retain. 

Ihfck%— and this was just for die hasfe ttaking 
idea— General Wilson ^iifc *3 did not receive a tot 
df ajppoit 60*11 Marine action on thk, initially be- 
cause they thought of it only as a chote which was over 
and above their oroffigbt tawNa^" 1 TheCointnaa- 
dant condoned m insist, however, and he soon got sig- 
nificant help ton Major General Thomas R Miller, 
Jr., whoh^ be^ WUs^^ 
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nw i5» criming 10 hradquatrrfr hp be the pepmv 
Chid" of Staff fx rtviati™ "Jom hrip^d mr pu-sh r:u\" 
Wilson said later. 

In the &amc ^oncst thjc GtficcaJ V£-"Uson had u- 
sufed Brcjfjdicr Gcfiiffjl Reid thai he was noc "jend- 
i»j£ him uut tu puLLueV tie Jmj uiked wuh Bill 
Ek^utdiiL al»3ui the new miiijciii pJant Bouldin, suit 
ji[ F3 Tiieth, had. heard iJmL With CfCilcf ai Wilson luID.- 
itLti in us the new CumfiunriafiL, tie "was floing [Q lum 
Twrncyninr PJnu jittd ihu hijt ijaininj ttnLdf tor Lhe 
rniiir Mjnnr C"^>rfH." B >inw I lie Coiiunai'^dmc iajd he 
wjriird "to F^prri^Hv luiiit lh air" auld BouWiD UQ- 
dr^cmd thtt^ not nnly a rnrod to CtXfi^lULl taijJLUft 
fut iii upcTsEiuiis. but as j prufessionji nusaHHi ibrhim 
to Lead the way for jitcej fiLinjj air operations into the 

air-j£ftMlfljd LCiifJlCl^ LOCLLCpiS.* 

Emcr Read ±nd Bill Bouldiai taJfccri, Laait-lei^uajsi: . 
brfbrc thrf mei at Twenrj-cunr PJri3i By the Incur fleid 
amin*ede£mLnLjnJ uO 17juJ)r 1975, Buu]djci had stag - 
ed [ralJirig tojethtr ail previtiui studies abuui airiiddi 
an Twgfliy nifle Pilms-LnLludmj iJie mari> hodpci- 
otienrtrd thought! about te-duin^ ttic ^niaJI old aii> 
field near rhe nuifl fAlc pli±\ the latnt ihinlcinp 
4 from Virrnam opctacium and u\ , >cvfhct<c\ ahiiuT nrw 
wairs TO makf editable LijH -lO« ajillcLdi. Ttie dixisiLKia 
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settled on a C-M-capable Espedirionaty Airfield 
"somewhere out in the de$ctt"; and the central aim 
foriheb^on^ that it be dose enough iv planned 
training exercises that it feie "capable of supporting the 
exercises Id a teal world tactical environment.'*™ 

The site selected was near Gamp Wilson, that 
austere facility fot reserves and others undergoing 
desert training, which had been built by engineer 
back in die early days of the base; The location ak 
lowed for an 8,000-foot runway, it was near tte exist- 
ing water grid, and far enough inside the base 
boundaries so that no infimgsnieat problems could 
befoteseen* Pius* Bill Botildin said* after he had soout- 
ed out great areas of the desert, here the field would 
take advantage of terrain which was situated ideally 
in reference to prevailing winds, 11 

Cori^l&fon began in January 1?76, with Colonel 
Bouldin as the ^cnetsi cctit&xtf* jfor the project. 
Bouldin and Jus assistants, guided by Brigadier Gener- 
al field's mission assignment* and reined An by tight 
budget restrictions, put mgetfacr a wotk force which 
induded Marines of Company A, 7th Engineer Bat- 
tsdfot*; other Marine enguieers from Pendleton; plus 
Seabed (naval cpnstmction battalion units), both 
regular and reserve, from Port Hueneme, California. 

Most of die land preparation* grading, and rigging 
of the aluminum matting was done by June 1§76. 
Plants could land, but much work still was needed 
before the facility would be ready for C-l4ls (one land- 
ed on 13 August 1976) and C-5As (first landing 30 
August 1978)* Some austere buildings and other fa- 
cilities remained in the planning phase, although 
funds for such construction had been made available 
Jar the "Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Training 
Center* at Twentynine Palm$, 

The new airfield became 3,000,000 square feet of 
aluminum matting, vtitfa an 8*|D00^fooi mnway 130 
feet wide. Also provided was a parallel taxiway plus 
a large Marine atoafi gtoup (MAG) parking ramp on 
the tactical Side of the field, and a smaller jerking 
ramp on die Other side for aircraft of the Military 
AirJMt Command (MAC?)* Here the Ol4^ c*mid un- 
load and load units coming and going to and from 
xeroses; or they could lift tactical units for training 
or actual operations anywiierein the world, A control 
tower was eonsttuicted, Abo added over several months 
were expeditionary type hangars and maintenance 
structures* often test or temporaiy buildings provid- 
ed by the Development Center at Quanrico. 

Official opening of thefield came on 29 June 197$ 
when lieutenant General jbhn N. Mclaughlin, aloflg 



with members ctf his FMfP^ staff, landed in a €418. 
They v^metbyGen^R^ Colonel Botildin, and 
other member? of the Twentynine Palms staff. Also 
on boa*d the IMEEac aircraft with McLaughlin were 
Major Generals Charles D. Mizeofthe 1st Marine Di- 
vision and Andrew W- G'Donneil of the 3d Marine 
Aircrrft Wing; 

Meanwhile* of course, T&ventynine Palms was not 
merely standing still waiting for its new mission and 
its new aMeld. Bunds which had become available 
for the "e^ditionary compto'' induded those for 
resutfecing the soft-top desert road to the Camp Wil- 
son area to make it an all-weather blacktop toute T and 
money to improve the camp itself* This induded, iast 
oft, new heads to replace 12 old eight-holers which 
previously dotted the campsite, and which had to tte 
moved frequently to new pits dug in the ground. Their 
flimsy sheds, boards curled by desert sun, wind, and 
blowing sand, often had to suffer one last assault from 
visiting Marines who had had their aggressive spirits 
sharpened in a less than genteel environment and by 
spirit-vaulting field exercises which often caused them 
to want to make one last comment about the desert 
before they saddled up to go home. After these new 
head and sha^fiuSlkies were completed, soon came 
peiman^ me&ing bat durable PX 

store, and a U.S. Mail facility which maintained an 
air of being a battalion mail tent somewhere at the 
edge of a combat zone. Abo, something on the order 
of a "poor matfs" Quonset hut, several shelters were 
built, twice as long as squad tents perhaps, and roofed 
overhead by corrugated steel roofing stood up on end 
to meet a central ridge pole perhaps 12 to 15 or so 
feet highv Most units still had to set up some tents 
to make Camp Wilson work properly for them. 

And while this Work continued to prepare the ex- 
peditionary arta for the new mission* money and ef- 
forts continued to come together for the relocation of 
the 1st Iknk Battalion to Tfrentynine Palms, and to 
that end planning and programmmg for permanent 
tank parks and maintenance facilities were complet- 
ed in April 197$, This* too, was a product of lou Wil* 
son s thinking when he was at FMFPaic. He believed 



MIlthiurIi IStura of iKa poind uruiltr brbcvid ihii Camp WU 
ii^i tupdy iu ctuTrfid Toe die jr l?j crane CacnrrunduiE. die Ikiiloji 
hui m fan btrii nunHl in she firip mot fn nrK Lw Brijpcbtc 
I irfirjjl JiiKiMI UTilkm I At . iirrimdiiu-ru: tlit L£rh MiriMi 
Hiii jnUli'-fy rt|jLjnrni Jinviied in ihpfiJI d BM2 u ibc Hi- 

lull ili_ib!rlr:l fiH-:-^- Im' ""Xwlil W^rll EacIuTT, dlt SuipDdC Sprill|^- 

Cainp Wilson «ea had ttadioonal camp ferartillery units. 

the l&h M^ftftc* had been iht Hirfkim £«lUery regiment, as 

psc] i4"tKr kJ M«rilir DfiLlliMl, dlUIEaJ. fBUih i£ ?Ki KjHfaJI WiJ 

whni iht I hi Mjrinr Diviuon viihtn lldi Mjnn« mi in dmiK 




Camp Wilson, originally composed of squad-size tents shown here, is the summer home 
of thousands of Marine Corps reservists who undergo their annual training at the base. 



then that the mechanized resources of Fleet Marine 
Force, Pacific were not properly distributed. The form- 
er head of General Wilsons Operations Section at 
FMFPac recalled: "he [Wilson] thought tanks were vir- 
tually 'hostages' on Okinawa (poor training areas), very 
limited at Camp Pendleton (cross compartments, etc), 
and that the desert environment at Twentynine Palms 
was ideal" 1 * 

At about mid-year 1976, General Keid retired from 
the Marine Corps, and he was replaced on 30 June 
by Brigadier General Edward J. Megarr, just in from 
the Western Pacific where he had been assistant com- 
mander of the 3d Marine Division on Okinawa. As 
he came on board, Ed Megarr stepped into presiding 
over the 1st Annual Planning Conference, already as- 
sembled at Twentynine Palms, of major Fleet Marine 
Force commands (both Pacific and Atlantic). Here 
detailed plans would be made for the Combined Arms 
Exercises (CAX) of battalion landing teams wich sup- 
porting arms and lit, to arrive and train at Twenty- 
nine Palms on a schedule of 10 C AXs per year. Korea's 
old Nightmare Range, from the Jiwmftry of Lou Wil- 
son and others, was now reborn. 



Earlier, in the fall of 197 5 1 . the Force Troops staff, 
under the guidance of General Reid, had drawn up 
plans for a Tactical Exercise Control Center (TECC), 
the rationale for exercise control, and exercise objec- 
tives. 13 All of this remained straightforward, and not 
unlike similar exercises which had gone on at various 
commands in the Marine corps for a great many years. 
In this case, however, General Wilson left no doubt 
that these exercises were more significant because they 
would take place before all the eyes in the Marine 
Corps— and many more throughout the Department 
of Defense. Twentynine Palms was to be a permanent 
"combined arms exercise college" for all of the Ma- 
rine Corps. 14 The lessons learned had to lead to sound 
guidance and doctrine for all * 

So here it Ha*. Monte Brink's little spit kit of a desert 



*In his comments of 1984. Major General Haebcl said: "Gener- 
al Wilson's vision from the beginning was to establish a major train- 
ing facility at Iwentynine Palms, streamline the command structure 
and gain the full potential of this ideal training base. 

Ai we look back today and reflect -so his initial concept and 
thoughts ... it is absolutely amazing that with few exceptions his 
ideas and concepts have become reality" 
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outpost between its "hot slag heap" of hills and the 
alkali dustings of that dead lake on the long-ago glider 
training field* with yet another new lease on life, 
Quamico might still claim the title as "Crossroads of 
the Corps** for Marines carrying books and wearing 
spit-shined shoes; but here was a new crossroads, for 



Marines in combat gear and putting to the test all 
those things they learned in the books at Quantico. 
General Wilson's vision had been the better one, when 
he decided that Twentynine Palms was "frankly the 
best training area in the United States. The Army had 
nothing like it whatever/* 15 



CHAPTER 9 

Toward A New Century 



While things were getting organized for the new 
mission* the Marine Corps at Twentynine Palms and 
elsewhere throughout the world paused to com- 
memorate, on 10 November 1975, the 200th Birth- 
day of the Corps, "The bicentennial of its uncommon 
valor," said President Gerald ford as he stood beside 
Commandant Lou Wilson in die rain at the Marine 
Corps War Memorial on the banks of the Potomac* 
Then e v er ywh ere throughout die Corps— in every 
dime and place — traditional ceremonies followed the 
words specified by the 13th Commandant, John Arch- 
er Lejeune— "Old Gabe"— that learned and devout Ca- 
jun who in the 1920s pointed the Corps toward a 
modem amphibious mission. A toast to you and to 
our Corps, which we mi proud to serve. 

In the 6 August 1976 issue of The Observation Post, 
Navy doctors followed by news reporters rushed in 
where perhaps only angels should be unafraid to tread 
(as Alexander Pope did not quite say.) Reported the 
base newspaper: "Naval Regional Medical Center here 
has reported a record 39 births during the month of 
July, nine months after the Corps' memorable 200th 
anniversary" Total births neatly double a normal 
month, said Navy Commander R £. Gamer, who 
commanded the medical facility— at least a 10-year 
record Thirty eight mothers gave birth to 21 girls and 
18 boys, including a set of fraternal twins, said the 
commander— New Mission Indeed! 

During the time marked by Brigadier General Ed 
Megan's arrival at Twentynine Palms on die last day 
of June 1976, until 20 March 1978 when Brigadier 
General Harold G. Glasgow replaced him, command 
structures made some moves which Lou Wilson had 
envisioned from die birth of his new mission idea. Ed 
Megarr took over Marine Corps Base/fbrce Troops, 
Twentynine Palms; he passed on to Hal Glasgow com- 
mand of Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, 
Twentynine Palms. What previously had been Force 
Hoops in the desert, going dear back to 1952, on 30 
April 1980 became known as the Combined Arms 



♦Despite being a memorial to all Marines in all wars, the Marine 
C_i>fpi Uai JieaKrfuJ u often -nfled die "Tto J una moanmtsii" ana 
iht irupBTtiMM] tor the ranc came Inara the Eunauj Joe Ira rutul 
pfkJiujiBjibi of in* JUf^niajip aa ]»u Jinn 



Command; by May of that year the name had changed 
to 7th Marine Amphibious Brigade. After that, gener- 
al officers at Twentynine Palms were designated Com- 
manding General, Marine Corps Air Ground Combat 
Center/Commanding General, 7th Marine Amphibi- 
ous Brigade, Twentynine Palms. In those first years of 
the new mission, Twentynine Palms found itself build- 
ing its credibility as die "combined arms exercise col- 
lege" for all of the Marine Corps (as Colonel Bill 
Bouldin had earlier termed it) and finding as well a 
strategic-tactical mission for itself in the capabilities 
of the brigade. 

Ibr quite a number of years in the desert 
community— since at least the age of bumper 
stickers— there has been a defiantly cocky litde stick- 
er which asks: Where the hell is Twentynine Palms} 
A bit later, as the age of the "T" shirt came along, 
they; too, asked that question. In the mid-1980s, you 
could buy such a *T* shirt at the post exchange at the 
Combat Center. Major General John P. (Phil) Mona- 
han said somebody sent him such a shirt when he got 
the word, in the Spring of 1983, that he was to take 
command at Twentynine Palms. 

Early in the new mission period, what the rest of 
the Marine Corps— particularly in divisions scheduled 
to send Marine Amphibious Units (MAUs) to the 
desert "college"— asked was: Who the hell is Twenty- 
nine Palms? Colonel James E> Stanton, who by the 
mid-1980s spanned most of the new mission period, 
said that at first it went down a bit hard with some 
that they had to come be tested and judged by a "pack 
of desert rats" of unknown credentials ** 

If Twentynine Palms in those eady new mission days 
had to take much of the wherewithal "out of hide, 1 ' 
it soon became apparent, Jim Stanton recalled, that 
staffing could not long remain one of them. Needed 
were officers of statute and excellent credentials in all 
arms— infantry, artillery, armor, and air. These came 
along, as did new range regulations. It was one thing, 
on Nightmare Range during the Korean War, to put 
Marines through live fire exercises within the sounds 
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of a real war; at Twentyntne Palms in peacetime, nor- 
mal range regulations did not permit some of the 
things which needed to happen if training was to be 
realistic and worthwhile, 1 

Ultimately, it all came together. New range regula- 
tions retained safety fattens but allowed for realism. 
Division or brigade commanders and their represen- 
tatives came from both coasts and Hawaii for an an- 
nual conference to plan their units' participation in 
the Combined Alms Exercises (CAX) in the desert 
Twcntynine Palms officers visited participating com- 
mands to fine tunc plans as arrival dates for units grew 
near: Units scheduled to take part in an exercise sent 
officers to act as umpires for other units. After action 
reports and critiques, after some early experiences of 
being loud and stressful, became believable add use- 
ful* And from where and wh$ is Twenty nine Palms 
came the time when for a unit commander; "doing 
a CAS at Twentynine Palms became a Marine Corps- 
wide badge of honor. 1 * 3 

Last gripers were the riflemen. Always wary of com- 
mand post fet cats and indirect fire philosophers from 
the rear, the grunts said it seemed to them that the 
exercise was simply a $hoot-em~up for artillery; a dusty 
tear for tanks and light armored vehicles, and a few 
quick 200ms and popups for die airdales * 

At about this time (early 1979) General Glasgow 
welcomed on board Colonel Gerald R Turiey, assigned 
him to replace the departing Jim Stanton as Director 
of OperatioDs and Training for the Combat Center, 
and together they pretty much whipped this short- 
coming of the exercise scenario which seemed to leave 
riflemen in the role of neglected tag-alongs. Urged 
on by Hal Glasgow and Jerry Hirley, the combat center 
built bunker complexes and other riflemen "problems" 
and put diem into the exercise* 

General Glasgow has singled out Colonel Turiey's 
contributions for special praise. Turley had received 
orders to Tfocntynine Palms on the recommendation 
of his former division commander, Lieutenant General 
Kenneth M. McLennan, who was the chief of staff of 
Headquarters Marine Corps. General Glasgow said: 

lufky wis an ideal aomine*, hawg hadcoosiiiclable ex- 
perience with ^porting anus m Vietnam, as well as just 
having completed two years in regimental command, 

He designed combined training onuses for BE£ MAU« 
and MAB units that satisfied the f guidance] of the Com- 
mandant. The courses built iveie *fr?i*nwidfng and challenge 



print, these gripes aired in TbtMarime Corps Gaxem, nota- 
bly in 1979. See comments by Captain Terence R Murray in die 
January 1979 Gazette* and Krst lieutenant A. J. feaoklin in the 
Jury 1979 issue. In between, in the June 1979 issue, Captain R- A* 
Stewart of IWcntymne PaJms offined mole answetsfo the nSeinen. 



All fkmcnii rf'rhc cuenbur. ccMnbac luppoci and mmhii 
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As pan of the enhanced exercises, pesky minefields 
were simulated, and radio battalion Marines came out 
"from behind their force-level cloaks" 5 and cranked 
into die scenario some practical lessons in overcom- 
ing jantining, electronics eavesdropping, and the value 
of communications discipline and electronic counter- 
measures. 

General Glasgow said of this period: 

Tbcfnmhinrrfl iffli* coining ^i^mqi ™ rlur mum .if 
one mm. General LduiiH Wilwn Thrir mrzr v-t^rtf 
oihf n Jwhi> m*dc]. i*|Tiificanc cDanribucinnj; reiJ the nun 
who steered the ship was Gcnetal Wibon, and that should 
never be forgotten .... His specific itmnietiom to me wcxe: 
"Hal, my hope is that we build the finest combined aims 
training center in the woiid— a place where every Marine 
can learn the basic techniques of file support coofaWtion— 
Jet's get on with it, let nothing be an obstacle* and call me 
personally once each week and mil me how you're doing* 1 ** 

Going into the last half of the 19805, the combined 
amis exercise still had not become the "clockwork" evo- 
lution sometimes envisioned. Budget considerations 
sometimes caused some commands (notably the 
brigade in Hawaii) to forego part of their scheduled 
periods at the combat center. At other times, things 
at Iwentynine Palms brought about some delays. 

The geography of the desert, with fault lines run- 
ning though it, remains mysterious in many ways. The 
high roll of land above Dead Man lake, where Bill 
Bouldin built that airfield, developed the amazing 
habit of "pumping** under repeated landings of heavy 
aircraft. Moisture actually worked its way up under the 
aluminum matting, and caused the surface to develop 
some irregularities and some soft spots. 

A number of things were tried to correct the 
problem. By summer of 1986, all the matting was up 
again, and a new stabilization program was underway 
This amounted to mixing in a dusting of cement with 
the desert's decomposed granite, dampening and 
grading fi?r— it was hoped— a firmer sub-sur&ce for 
the matting. 

Exercises continued around this work, but it was a 
slowing factor. The problems rekindled dreams for a 
concrete field. But as the stature of the combat center 
and its program grew, more division commanders 
worked diligently to make the experience a true 
"graduation" exercise for their units, 'Tteal professionals 
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A line of Marines from Company B, 1st Battalion, 8th Marines, 2d Marine Division as- 
saults an enemy-held position during a winter training exercise in the early 1980s. 



said, This is the best exercise we've ever been in. Stay 
tough and teach tough.' " 7 

As with any training program, changes always were 
in the works, being thought of, or being tested. In- 
evitably, the divisions* problem of paying for the lift 
of the units to Twentynine Palms meant they would 
send only the bare minimum number of personnel. 
This, in turn, caused many an infantry battalion com- 
mander to believe he was being thrown into the fiery 
furnace and asked to do the work of higher- level staffs 
(in fire support coordination especially) while those 
officers stayed safely at home and practiced— as the 
riflemen has always thought of it— philosophy* 

Commanding Gmcrab Joe Knotts (April 1981-JuIy 
1983) and Bill Etnyre (July 1983-June 1985) worked 
with the notion of brigade-level combined arms exer- 
cises. Major General Etnyre thought this would make 
for greater economy, and would provide training for 
more staff levels. 8 Into the second half of the 1980s, 
this had not become standard, however. Increased staff 
levels sometimes were added, however, to meet more 
realistically the scenario which made the MAU the 
maneuvering element of a "large force." 

As has been noted, parts of General Wilson's ideas 
about the new mission for Twentynine Palms includ- 
ed freeing up tank units from Okinawa and Camp 



*In this regard, see Major Dennis C Linderoan> "A Case for 
Brigade Level CAXs," Marine Corps Gazette, April 1984. 



Pendleton and releasing them onto the vast desert 
where their training would be virtually unrestricted. 
He also sought the modernizing of the Twentynine 
Palms command structure to make it and its units 
more responsive to the Marine Corps roles and mis- 
sions. In 1977, the 3d Tank Battalion arrived, followed 
by the 1st Battalion, 4th Marines, an infantry unit. 

The 4th Battalion, 11th Marines, an artillery unit, 
arrived in 1979. In October 1984 it became the 5th 
Battalion, 11th Marines. In addition, in 1980 what 
used to be called Force Troops became known as the 
7th Marine Amphibious Brigade (MAB) and it 
"owned" all the Fleet Marine rbrce tactical units on 
board and arriving, rbr tactical and contingency pur- 
poses, a regimental headquarters, designated the 27th 
Marines, came into being in 1981. Company D, 3d As- 
sault Amphibian Battalion formed in 1982, followed 
in the neat year bj the 1st Light Armored Vehicle Bat- 
talion. 

These and other units made up an element in a 
joint, all- Service command once called the Rapid 
Deployment Joint Task Ibrce, and now called Central 
Command (CentCom). Then came the 7th Marine 
Amphibious Brigade designation, and a deployment 
plan tilled the Near Term Prepositioned Ibrce (NTPF). 
The latter soon became the Maritime Prepositioned 
Force (MPF). In a nutshell, this plan called for heavy 
equipment and some 30 days of supplies to be on 
board ships in areas of concern; the 7 th MAB then 



coutld configure and mount <m quickly to marry up 
wiih its weapons and supplies for such contingencies 
as might arise. 

Hie 7tti Btfga4$ pia^d^d the cpfflnrand dentetit 
for this Marine Ah Ground Task Ibrce (MAGTP). TEfce 
27th Marines was die command echelon fee ground 
elements; Marine Aircraft Group 70 controlled the air 
units attached or serving with the task fbcefc Supplies 
and logistics were to be handled by a brigade service 
support element, B8S<**7. In a awn^ ^ ^iedti^, 
this was a "pickup* team housed at Twcntynine Palms, 
Gamp Pendleton* £1 and Tustin, California, grins 
Yuma, Atbtote* Bttt k wotfcd apd oitfeft 
together; and has mounted out a number of times to 
jpia lip and ^odt wiik ft* floating supplies and 
weapons. Its readiness is tested frequently. I| ran 
deploy rapidly to anywhere in the worid. It is a high- 
ly professional force of some l^OQ itodnes— or can 
be adjusted in size for tasks as ait assigned, 

St* Ihe Eifflc* Chef mrr a\ h^n^uu*. J nil nimhtrr 
within I he Minnr Cntpi fnim ihr miH4 £ i~TK m rhf 
mict-l^Bftfc wcjc iherr any t hinpc^ mnff dl»ma*K and 
JjC rrjLhjcLy than tluvsc for *?MiLru Eei Mjy- uf IT -I 

ihr Hainan Mjimr ("iimpaiFf ii Twrniyniiw PaJms 
nun-rd inrn in new qiumcis, near [he deiuaJ fanhiy 
And cbr Knmsm Ciriwlir chapel. Somn lines called ihc 



Fill Btoc (by male Marines- the women probably con- 
sider die teem chauvinistic), the structure resembled 
a small motel. Around the building were walls (more 
rasceful rhan char chatn link "cage" wound the worn- 
en ar Pendleton yean d#ol buc wills none chrlesO 
Everyone entered through a "dragons gate" where hi 
i duty NCO inswenblc to die oommanding officer 
of women Mannes and her officers and staff NCUs. 
Within che mils Mrii a patio area, indoors a lounge. 
j burs tj£iJn\ j kiithefl. Tlitft were 44 ruorai — 
onp mtehr say suicn. Jur in wuh a nkxlrffi ilkrtel, eaiii 
taife living room had a "hallway" with snntapc 
which in tuiti led co a bath™™ with, mndff uf 
wonder a bath tub inro whirh a. shnwet ipUdicd, o# 
women soaked. "You- vt cumr n bnp way, Baby" «nr 
oh hose mile chauvinist* mi^hi have ?aid rn Vr15rj.n1 
Major Saah N. Thornton, then the administrate 1 
chief in the office of the base jdfuian t. A long way 
since _fuJf of I*'.Kj} when Corpora] Ida Endsley Bunrh- 
man managed co #et orders to Tweiscynine l^dms only 
bci jllvc hci MaJtne htuhand was in charge of the base 
photo lab Bur, ai Sarah TliuMUufl pCublblv WOuJd 
hair amwrird, ! ain'l -scrn CloLhin^ ytl " 

In L-hjrgcr^if char beautifxtl ind laMcfuL IntEr resi- 
tkni r building wis Captain Elajne M. AnJrahit, who 
hid come co Iweniynme Mjih m Au(u*t ot 1993 fnam 
duiy ac rhe Marine Corps AiKomiEcd Scrvnet Center 



A rnw vfftjritJ 111? 7 fratifi/ jjmlijr% rejhiJet mJ MltUAl fMii fmr* if* 2t/ Mmxs 

l3ctiiiunctu of De&iuc Huu <US4*C| DM5N.B!DUtin 
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1970s. 7iiit}Mjnft£L kid 



at Kansas City to command the Woman Marine Com- 
pany. However, about two wetfa after the women 
nioved into their new residence, the company was 
deactivated (on 15 May 1074) and the women assigned 
to the units in which they actually wotted. Ihey con- 
tinued to live in their new residence; howeset: Except 
£br some students in the Communications and Elec- 
tronics School all women on the base then were sav- 
ing in Base Headquarters and Service Battalion. 
Altogether there were a lew less than 150 women, 
officer and enlisted, then at IS^tynine Palms. 

In August of 1974, two women became the first at 
IWen^nihe Palms assigned to duty wijdi Rt^ 'DoQf^* 
inese were Vihms fim Qm Victoria Bullard and 
Cynthia Southworth, and their assignment took them 
to [he Provisional Maintenance Company to repair and 
calibrate fire control instruments for Strittery units, 
Victoria BuUard w^ts a graduate of th^b^c electron- 
ics cotirse a:tt'R^flmine stnd st test insttument tej^ur 
schddl m Albany, Georgia- Cynthia Soutbworth was 
a graduate of an instrument repair school at Aberdeen 
Proving: Ground, Maryland, 

About a/year later; Headquarters Marine Corps an* 
nounecd that only four military occupational specisjl- 
ties (MOSs) were clewed to women. These were; 



infantry* artillery, armor, and air crews in combat. 

In 1976 three women second lieutenants graduat- 
ed firom the air defense control tifttfrfe. lieutenants 
Paula A* Futrell and Janice P. Closson got orders to 
Marine Air Control Squadron 7 at Camp Pendletcm; 
Lieutenant Jo A- Kdly went to Marine Air Control 
Sqnadlpn J at the Marine Corp Air Station at 
Beaufort, South Carolina. 

In March of 1977* the first two women qualified on 
the rifle range m laTOtyninc Palms with the Mrifi ri- 
fle, both from base Headquarters and Support Bat* 
ration. Corporal Pauline Merriacfc fired expert, scoring 
221, and PBC V\ki Myers fired maAsiUffl, with 203. 
By autuinn, two women were serving in the Field Ar- 
^Bery Group qf R*ce Tioops, fiist lieutenant <MoI 
:E. MacDonald, &om Pittsburgh and a graduate oC Pu- 
quesne 0ife^^ v served as group adjutant. Sergeant 
Mary Bettinger, a native of Eablc, Idaho, was adminis- 
tratis; chief of the headquarters hfctreary. 

But those assignments did not last long, said the 
last commanding officer of the former women's com- 
pany at S^iynine. In September of 1975^ HaineAn- 
drediak married Major Holland C. "Bdr Bowden; and 
by the time Of these assignments of the women to the 



artillery group, Elaine was a major and was S-l and 
adjutant of Base Headquarters and Support Battal- 
ion. (In which office she had nothing to do with tke 
assignment of personnel to the artillery group.) But 
Apse assignments were "too dose to the field level" 
of artillery; Elaine Bowdcn said later: 

Not at Twentynine Balms, but for all of the Marine 
Corps, in the spring of 1978 Colonel Margaret A, 
Brewer became the first female Marine general officer, 
General Louis Wilson, the Commandant, pinned on 
the scats, and Brigadier General Brewer became the 
Diimor of Information, Then about a year later, in 
early summer of 1979, Major Bobbie Winberger came 
to Twentynine Balms and became die Public Affairs 
Officer. She had been in the public information field 
for some time, but this was the first time a woman 
officer had the assignment at IWentynine Palms. 

Then, as colics and universities had done some 
time earlier, the Marine Corps at Twentynine Balms 
(and elsewhere at various times) in the summer of 1981 
moved the women out of that neat little Nomenk dor- 
mitory" By this time ^Holiday Inn" barracks were in 
operation. Bachelor Enlisted Quartets (BEQs) they are 
called, usually three floors, motel-type room "suites" 
much like those of the women's residence building. 
Into these moved the women to make them "co-ed" 
BEQs. There are rules. The women often have floors, 
sections, or halls of their own. And for all, no booze, 
no parries, no hanky panlcy Military rules tend to be 
more strict than those at colleges and universities.* 

So how is it all working out? "Single men in bar- 
lacks don't grow into plaster saints" Kipling said a long 
rime ago. Nor single women either, it is to be assumed. 
If we treat the young unmarried on campus and base 
in a more civilized and adult fashion, do they respond 
well? 

In 1986, lieutenant Colonel Elaine Anrireshak Bow- 
den said she thought sa Ekfoe, a graduate of a Ro- 
man Catholic school for women— Mt St. Mary College 
in Milwaukee— said that at least if the Marine Corps 
(and the other Services) discovered that they needed 
women in the military, opportunities had to be open 
and treatment had to be adult and professional* 
"Without all this," said Elaine, '1 know I would not 
he here in this job" 

Her job, as she spoke, to as executive officer of C&E 
School, erne of the largest and nwstprcsrigio^ schools 



♦So who got that «*t Hide "Pill Boat" l&u^c fight; senior staff 
NGOs, Can't ywi just imagine your old TOtf d TOr H Bm mutant 
soaking ia otic of those tubs? 



in the Marine Corps. In 1981, as a major, she had left 
Twentynine Palms for Ptoa^etoa Inuring that tour she 
was selected for promotion to lieutenant colonel. In 
1983 and 1984 she served on Okinawa as the G-l (Per- 
sonnel) office. She returned to Twentynine Palms and 
to the C&E assignment in mid-1984. 

By mid 1986, there were some 15 women officers 
and 350 women enlisted Marines serving at Twenty- 
nine Palms— at least twice as many as when Cap tain 
Elaine Andieshak arrived in 1973 to command the 
Woman Marine Company. Back then, a young lieu- 
tenant, Barbara Cote, came to the base. While in that 
assignment, Lieutenant Cole accepted a tegular com- 
missfon; in the imd49805 *fo 
adjutant of the combat center. Sergeant major of the 
school in the mid-1980s was Sergeant Major Theresse 
A. Malstrom, the first woman to hold that position. 
After 1984, women Marines stopped having a birth- 
day of their own, celebrating only 10 November as with 
all Marines. A long way, indeed ! 

As has been noted, what is now the C&E School 
at Ttoentynine Palms had a long and varied journey 
to the desert. The final ascent from San Diego slowed 
somewhat during the Vietnam war, because more con* 
centrarion had to be put on turning put more Ma- 
rines for that war. 

By the mid-1980s there were three schools at the 
C&E complex. Communications and Electronics Oper- 
ations School provides formal training in borii ground 
and aviation communications. It has three sections 
which handle radio operations, communications, and 
senior level courses. The Communications and Elec- 
tronics Maintenance School trains Marines for 25 
specialties in 31 courses of instruction* The Air School 
teaches introductory courses for both officer and en* 
listed Marines in an Air Defense Training Section and 
an Air Support Training Section. In all, the C&E 
School* which calls itself the largest formal school com- 
plex in die Marine Corps, conducts 44 separate courses 
of instruction for 38 different specialties. 

Course lengths at the school range from 4 to 60 
weeks. Going into the latter half of the 1980s, the 
courses were uaining more than 6,400 students each 
year; and the student population averaged about 2,400 
students at all times. 

In early 1976, when the Tbtiaing Exercise Control 
Center (TECC) was formed for the new mission, its 
first officer in charge was Lieutenant Colonel ErvinJ. 
Crampton. In his honor, the observation post over- 
looking the Delta Corridor where the exercises run was 
named OP Crampton. 
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On 10 December 1976, the dependable new black- 
cop road to Camp Wilson and the new exefo^e 
airfield -the one whitfa used to, Jo its days of *andL 
undrrwiier ac JeaH. onrr i sumrncj when ihe 
Rejfnfd wtft jn Lhe fjeJd-wif dedicated ii PhjlUpi 
fiiiod. Tli 15 wis jn honor <sf x S£f a bee w-ho Irar bis Jife 
in a ranwrncnon Hcidcnc while [he raad wa* build- 
ing: F^uipmenc C>peucof GonHTULTioiinian Venor ft 
Phillips of Mobde Gonsmicrion BaiLaJiun 4 from ftm 
Hucneme OJd friends ind Sdbee shiprcurM were on 
band ai Genera] Megarr made the dediciugn Abo 
present were Wulhps' pan-fits from Scaiewitle, Mnnh 
Carolina, ind a sister as well 

In Januuy of lp?e. Gorpotil Mjdtid ham nf ibe 
Ceme r Graf hia Shop, flew a < Ki-hcHir tibeny fct win- 
ninfl che tenser ro design a new ]ogn for rhf Winne 
G>rpi An Ground Combar Center The log n depko 
jjELfift swooping o¥« dewn hills above Marine rifle- 
men j.*id nicked vehicle*. 

Jn May of" ]^7R, Sct^ciLnc Brian Fcrisak bttrtighT hu 
1st Sanation. I<h Marine* rifle squad back from a 
Carps- wide iOrnbji inrppetiiiiiifc at Quantum wich an 
impfcibivr Hxond-pJa*c win The new ^mmandmR; 



gtntenJ, Brigadier General Hal Glasgow; and the bat- 
talion eomraander, lieutenant Colonel Thomas £ 
Meehan, honored the squad at a ceremonial for- 

Ar yeaM end. the command wuJLucncd on board 
a derichmrm Marine A" Ekur Squadmn U fftuti 
f I 'tbm li mcivrd our bc* (he EafwdjYiuiiary AufieJd 
ft "hqUMfcErp" for ffsrnriw* and ucher air njKTaLEOni. 

Thetl came anp(her rni^xjr jci ihe ' hazards ul (he 
dc*rrT drpartTJirnr At Virfurjr JnrrJd o n nhc evening 
nf g April I97 n . all but ooe eIk whedwkd tn- 
mrnuraJ luflhall gamn had 1u be calJrd hrcaUSe of 
J »nd.~ A drati wind rameouE of thr wHnbwnk Mow- 
ing sn much sand thai a raubri nwld mn^r second 

blKT. thaw CandJ«tai:k Park, utnu-hndy Hid 

"When: J c nld fag nnrr 4>hg.Uicd Willie M-m jm tentf J 
fidd aod 1 SaJii Ftaiw i**^ »-ind ittkc puftcd piccher 
Sen MiJJri uiELi si balk." 

In 1 taddcr nwr -pnin^ftft up a iIahkct whkh Ma- 
rines mint 4on'Tandy- bf iWife of - biark en ibe mm- 
jr'-r n| l"~c, iwi \"jrin^= k*L ihetr livr^ wbrn <beij 
four-* bed- diivr whulr inched LrMo an jfrhinduflcd 
nmf shaft nf chr bax in ihe old Gtjld Purlc JUirir 
ftjE^n 

^j- diVt-nr/r i/^'q: AjWi j/ ^ CommmifMiom **J B/^ fmairM StAml 





4t$€ end afl979 f t^ proud fist ^mmm^^c 
thscom^ center 

1km jf. "BUT Bagley, assistant provost marshal, and 
Ckiyfeaafc ML "Etank*^ Baoalion, 4 th 

Mitel both of whom were graduates erf that well- 
known Bap T^fen ifc Ornaha* Nebraska ('He airft 
feeayy, Father, beV my bggfchj^) Afteir B$j$ Tbwn v 
Bagley had to a s&oiajshtp to #c UfWvefesky of 
Ndtoaafa; Candclaria wentio she University of N$m 
EtoMe £n a NavsJ Reserve Officer Teaming Corps 
scholarship. New ttes$e two officers bad arrar 
tbeBoj$l&^ eoinfc in j^|#e^jr a i$wmt 

A smash hfefer all who attended, and a bftof a noasa- 
gfctug^thehea^^ 

as all others who haveseen that famous movie with 
Sp<^t tfe#y and M^dfee^ Ste^^ 

In September stone boildl&g fl^r^ 

main gate w dedicated as the Mattcson Memorial 
Staldin^ nwmt&faM^ lost his 

life trying to sah^ pap^fer^ die bid ftaftie huiJd- 
ing which burned on dtot site ia Apdl of 1978, This 
was Second U^mmtMk^ oiMtts- 
mouth, Virginia, a W?6 graduate of The Citadel 
Although aa^ised to tet Battalion, 4th Marine 
Matteson bad been seconded to die Gosiiter- 
mtelMgen^e T^?W hdused in the old ft^e ^^e 
which dated hack to glider base days. He died of 
smoke Inhalation while trying to $avc CIT and Naval 
Investigative Service p4lS)r papers from the fire. On 
dedication day* hk pmtm wer$ on hand— Mr; *nd 
Mrs, E J Mat^o, ptos t^ brother5 and a sister, The 
family brought a portrait of Richard which now hangs 
in the new building. 

In April of 1981, Hal Glasgow, who had been 
promoted to major general* departed IWen^uine 
Palms for Quantko where he look ov^ die Develop- 
ment Gent^- During hfe tenure at Ts^tynine Eala*$, 
Glasgow had l^aed t^e combined ante e*e*ci|^ M 
sdltfac eombataOTSiOTd cs|>eciailytl^ units, 
and had asramed command of d*e new sa&ctuse of 

In ibr Glasgow Was Brigadier General Joseph R 
JQ&0&, a big iofentty efficer from West Virginia, 
where be had bcenalcx>&all player at fekmom ^te 
College, tie came to Ttaentytune PaAu^fix>rn Quanta 
co where he had commanded, as a colonel, the Officer 
Candidate Course. 

Joe Knotls $^6n welcomed on board Lieutenant 
General Andrew O'ConneU <NffMJR^ who cut 
the ribbon for the brand new tank park fcf lieutenant 
Colonel Joseph ft Senate's tank battalion. Itprwid- 



ed $bme 40 # p00 squate &et of mdde shops and wod£ 
spa*s» plus more than tmct thsfct in outside shaded 
parking. The tankpadc: took a bit over a ym t*> fenHd 
and cost sH#riy over |S million. TNks nev^r had ft 

By mtdrl^l, 0r^rrtimon gpt imd&*# on V$ new 
^ ^ onarnm south cf Shadow Mountain qiwt<ar$ 
ne^ ribe main gase. In Noranbef— diasdes of ^war zones 
P^t^—a big USQ ^m^ dune m ibe base and went into 
thxr field ^» enmtain units who had to spend the Ma- 
mm Corp§ Birthday out in the d*s#t these includ- 
ed ^te Is^Battalio®, 8th &fe»e$ feM Gan^li^t^ 
plmumtz &&m H Toto, Cher^? Itemti and iie^dietm 
OjS a fi^NhMt &age, to the amusement of hands, 
cavorted i&e lo^ Angdes Ksmis dbeerteadels, cotni^, 
singer, dancers, and m^ciaas. Old timers could 
squint md teigine it was Bob Hope up tboe with 
a xftMpt in that ^csdar^ terrain aim^ ^bfc Moun- 
tain in SoujAi Vietnam Colonel Laurence & Gabou- 
^ f who tjcimmiinded die 8th Martoi invited the 
«roupe to ^re tfee Krt^lsi^ dinniff with the Marine. 

Vm 7tiht Brigade's units and rol^/mi^ions have 
been touched upon. Ctffcial day for the activatfoo of 
the 27th Marines was 17 December l$8t The regi- 
ment was first activated at Camp Pendleton during 
tl^>jrl4 Witt II (^n ipjanuary 1944) # part of the war- 
time 5tti Marinte Division. The Marine Corps afep ac* 
tivated at 'K^enr^nm Baln^ the beginnings <rf fir%ade 
Ser^ce Support Group 7, and Marine AiOTaft Group 
70 (at M lkoJ. 

Colonel Leemon B. MeHcnry commanded the new- 
ly activated regiment. And on 15 January 1982, Mat- 
line Coi^?stnAmt Robert Kt. ^rr«ow &mt to 
Twentyninc ftlms to review a r^nental parade and 
to pr^ent hmoric coloris to Colonel McHenry. Battle 
reamers fiom World War H (kneed in the desert 
wifi<fe alongside tho^e ftom Vietnam where die regi- 
ment served as part ^f the 1st M^wne Division. 

In July im& Ottoel Bt^erkkE, SM^ replaced 
McHenry as ^inrnanding ofiBoftr i^^he 27th* % tote 
Bfebruary 1084; came wo^i thu Fred Sisley h^d been 
selected fer proinoricfi to brigadier general, and he 
off & a itaff j&b with the European Com- 
m^nd irt 5tuttga#. 

Later m 19S2, a &^%edunk standi Ae **Last Qa- 
sis,*' o^ned IsSdw tfife gymnasium toward del Valle 
Drive, and Marines could now buy hamburgers and 
other hst &ods if hunger pang^ struck betw^iineSfe 
at the dining feriUries; T&ose sew quartern dubbed 
StonSower l&rrace* were opening; and on &e high 
ground atoive hopes &r 




Am jt/m/ jwn- tHMkrfrt Joi&ttJ HtigAfi, ffHteritfi, jbJ SAaJou- MaM*fji*, renter 
ftfGi/nd &QMim£ jwj {j/tjuw^/j u-tftttfrkiteiJ in t&c j'j/f J?ft?j jnJji/JrJfo m tiff 1930s 



a- soon *ampJeuon of more "Holiday Inn" HEQs. The 
first Ln thu increment opened in Aprjl of ]WS, and 
the biic aJinouftied that cwo more were in. the plan- 
ntnfl suge. 

On Ojuly Gtitcfaljuc Knonta n&^f to fir* 
dm If5 ai CflJItp Prndlccciaa, and he was- iepla<ed by 
Hngadier (.rrnirraJ William ft. F.rnvJe, an up fCLicri-ihc 
ranl^ naiive nf Kuihiu fjiy whu eaific in TwcAlyftinc 
R?|rn.j frnm hring cfcputv Fiat a] dcrnttot fnl the Ma- 
rine Corpf in Wajhanginn BlI] Etnyie cidmrd in lhe 
Marin? Corp? in [9"SU and «?a cnitlffli*Mnncd in 195 J 
during rhe Korean War period- Urer.. white nn Jury 
m San Fnnrjss^ he puC hmLirH (h^mgh the Uflivcl- 
HI)- nf San F'lanraKcr when* he earned rhe B> device 
in frynnmi-S. Ahcmr fiir >ra.n lafaf. lhe Marine Gofp* 
senr him [oGrnrgeTOuhi-ngion Uni^er^cy m The na- 
tion's capirnJ. whert: he earned a. mi^r nf btttifltti 
admiaiiirrHH^n decree, hi the 1970s, BiJL EcinTt wu*fccd 
fnr the Aweiram Secretary nf ihe Navy and later at- 
cencicd rhe Indpifrcal GiUe^e uf the Aciticd fttftcs, 
(mm xh,i. h hr earned cii irjn L'UL'ihrcL |£radu.ace ilatul 
in June 1976 

Hv rh^ mmniarid whirh. Crtisclal Einyre. c<k>1c 
cjvtt was a fir try frnm rhr Hone Ttnnrw cn-mmajid nf 
mosdfinUlm"Uflio SUpptJITcd by ba*r hnu.srbeper* 
who frequently hosted Resem and kruulai rrainmg 

exercises in die- desert. Now the commanding general 
headed i vigorous combat center with a lomrw-reni 
and mpecTrd TaaicaJ Ebremsc Control Cenw, i huge 



and i.ummUnHLlEiOriiinjdi dKUODJCi school com- 
plex, ajid otfetr icnkt and support uniis. Under his 

- i-Jirc had, the Lxjfflmandmg fleftCtaJ iCrfUEOlled lhe 7 th 
M AB headquarters, the 2?th Marines, and other nc- 
fkal ttnies of ihe depJewabLc forces. 

And deploy chcy did: to Somalia;, Africa, in i£63, 
Lu Kckfta in In early summer of JlHWi, ihe four 
was od~ ro the PhiJLppjnes. ]"he MAb ^15 cue and back, 
checking and working wluS preposiijoned wapons and 
suppJjH afloat, srayuig read) 1 . 

Ln ihe jclIcLiI of these acciviucs. as has been noted, 
hTi^adEer jencta] seJcitec Frederick E. Sisley gor ord- 
m to Ewmpe. He Lu/ned uvef hinommajid- the 2*th 
Marinrs, tn CnUmcl Muihacl P. Downs, who had been 
*in brard Tweiaiycune Palms since mjd-S^2 as Diree- 
ror nf Oprralions- and TfaihEH^ 

In IWA, Mtke Downs sud he remembered htmseLf 
ind his bride genring a wedUin^ gift frnm Twrncynine 
Films, years ago. when hr marn-ed March? J^igh 
Filler, daughter nf Thar grand nJd Majine Corps 
Jegend. Chesry Pvllrr The wadding pfwmt. nf couise, 
was from thj( Inng agn bjinrji(|jr>n mrgKm of Chesty's 
wrfii on GuaHatrana't. Dt. Edward Jinrcdn Smich. 
who for year? wnrd pon-var Twemynirw PaJms. Dr. 
Smiih had record and Ifft i™n heforr rhr Dnwns ar- 
nwd Mike Down* eame inco die .Marine Corps via 
the Navd KOTC pio^Tam (College of Holf Cross ^ in 

I961: 'n HrhrLial>- 19*68^ a> a fifk eqnipan^ rnfl>. 



maadet, he earned the Silver Star Medal in the fierce 
battle for Hue City in Vietnam. 

lear in the eye department; In Dei^ter^ l983 > 
the 3d 1750am Guns outfit went to the field for the 
final rime. It was to be reorganized into an &ineb 
homt^artmit to septal ctmfij^^ tube mts, and 
deployments thfe old outfit had been around since 
oiganfearioa at TSrcntyniiie Bairns in August of 1957. 
Then it went to Vietnam, to Cbu Lai, Pa Nang, An 
Hosu in 1970 it came back to Twentynine. Now, into 
the hilk of the desert, Corporal James %>ink$, ? 'plug- 
ge?' for gun *hrse, got to fire the n«-to-the last 
ITSmm miml* Thm the Ia$t round, %e^r, w^tto 
General Bill Etnyre, 

But then, as if lighting the way for Twentynine 
tWmrtowai^ S^geanr Tyrone Keairy; 

a telephone switchboard course student at C & B 
$chcK>I, got to carry the Olympic Tbreh toward the 
games in IA— <>n 19 July 1984, The C&E scbodl ad* 
jutanti First lieutenant Christine A* Copper, thought 
of the idea- you could buy a one kilometer run for 
the good of the cause. C&E students donated $3 ,000, 
and Sergeant Keniry carried the torch along Highway 
1 nearLompoc Many students aiKi staff members went 
up to watch, to cheer him on, and to run alongside. 
His torch came back to Twentynine Balms and into 
an honored trophy case in the school's headquarters. 



So where does the Marines- own torch lead Twenty- 
nine Balms, now that the year 2000 is closer than that 
day in 1952 when Fred Scantling came up from Pen- 
dleton to watch over the beginning of that then revolu- 
tionary rilt-up construction which launched Monte 
Brings little strung-out training center alongside its 
sunbaked Mils. There; where in those young days of 
Wold War n, Vinton Harz and others rode the end- 
less surf off air in the gliders? 

°The thrust in the Marine Corps now k to enhance 
and expand the coitthined arms training; and there- 
fore to enhance and improve the Combat Center" So 
said major general selectee Bill Btnyre in the spring 
of 1985 as he was about to relinquish command at 
Tteent^ine Palms to Brigadier Genetal John P. Mona- 
han. As contingency planning betoiriH more sophisti- 
oiced, with greater speed$ possible in wprid-wide 
respond rimes, the Marine Corps saw a need to get 
mote elements of the 7 th Brigade up to the desert for 
better training and for mote efficient mount-out if 
a need arose, this meant an increased population of 
Marines and their dependents at Twentynine Balms, 
said the general* and therefore expansion of the c&tn- 
bat center. 

As General Phil Monahan came on hoard the 
center, there was about 35 million dollars worth of con- 
struction underway Of in planning. By the end rif 1987, 



BQen William R. Efn$r% right, firms the hit round firm a 173mm self-propelled howit- 
zer which was slated to be retired firom Marine Corps artillery arsenal in themid498Qs* 

DfFirtramm *if EWH* Phut* .;USH<:) DMKS"-jmiH]& 




Oneof several multi story enlisted men's barracks, pan of an ambitious facilities improve- 
ment pmgnm, currently kemg constructed at the Air Gmmd Combat Center. 



another $67 million was expected to have been spent 
for this construction, bringing the 1986-87 construc- 
tion to a bit over $100 million. 

In 1?86, the working population of the Combat 
Center amounted to approximately 8#Q0 Marines and 
1,000 civilian employees. Counting dependents, the 
size of the Marine family tame to about 15,000, 
Projected to 19S9» neatly 2,000 mace Marines were ex- 
pected on board the Center: 775 in 1986-87, 494 in 
1988, 625 in 1989- In this fou^year period, new units 
scheduled to mm in the desert included the 3d light 
AswuaJt Vehicle Battalion; the 5 th Battalion* 12th Ma- 
tines (self-pmpeUed arriUety); and the 4 th Battalion, 
11th Marine (towed artillery). 

On the construction griddle for 1986 were more 
bachelor enlisted quartos (BEQs), admh^^rion 
fcirildings (including a new headquart^is for the C&E 
school), a physical fitness center, 100 mm sets of ft- 
mily quartets* and a new commissary store, for 1987, 
same $67 million would buy mote BEQs; adminis&a<~ 
rive, maintenance, and training fklBtfes; aiid 392 sets 
of family be&m. In 1988 ($9Ht million), mil more 
BEQs, administrative buildings, training and main- 
tenance facilities, and airfield improvement* And a 
new main gate! 

Really, that new main gate is mainly for the pur- 
pose of getting rid of that d^eprivety deadly Condor 
Cuwt, which during its long years, has daimed too 
many lives, And into the costly toll must be added 
several near misses and a lot of property damage. *E> 
^t rid of the Condon die approach to the Center 
would remain on Adobe Road, go straight in along 



the west side of the old and Wall airfield of scratchy 
history and now qu^onable value, md teach del 
Valle Drive at about 1st Street where the new main 
gate area would he built for better traBSr flows on 
board the Center, plans also call for a "loop road" to 
go up l5t Street, turn westward at about Griffin, to 
serve rite majdr row of BE<£s and other laxities. 

Al$o listed as spending add possible," but with 
funding not yet inked in* ate such things as a new 
hospital, new dental cli nie, a more modern (and 
perhaps contracted) child care center, more family 
housing (perhaps contracted for with a civilian sup- 
plier and manager), and an d<smeUtary school build- 
ing and fodfity near all that additional housing, much 
of which wiU ^ ia riie viritrity of ibe^ "old" warn gate. 

A bit lartfcet ofif the page was the hoped-for project 
of a 10*000^foot concrete runway out in she training 
area to replace the Expeditionary Airfield which, as 
has been noted, manges to cost a lot of maintenance 
money by l^pming wobbly &tx its loll of desert soil 
abo^ Dead Man Lake. might get batted in 1989- 

Iri mid-1986, the pfficet who had his fitiger on all 
these projects and dollar was l^Wm^ C^onel Ted- 
dy J. fitscfl* facilities and housing officer for the cotter. 
He j$K&e of two otter companies of Marines sebed- 
tied to come to die desert before the end of the 
century. 

these, to boggle the tnin^ of oM timets, will be 
the officers and mt$t (about 100 people for the two 
companies) who w2f operate Tbemotely Piloted Ve- 
hidesT Tbtse might be calkd %nsrt model airplanes" 
Controlled hem the ground, these RPVs will fly at 



about 4,000 feet above the battlefield and send back 
TV pictures to the field commander. Remote eye* in 
the sky, what they ale seeing can be translated into 
file direction assistance. The capability oasts for BPVs 
to communicate with sman bombs and projectiles, 
and to send tbera precisely omso targets seen below. 

On 13 May 1986, at 1000 on a crisp, bright day on 
the desert, the green parade deck before the head* 
quarters building was lined with mote Marines of 
greater tactical diversity than ever hdhm in it* histo- 
ry With the drum and bugle corps on the tight flank; 
they extended southeastward across die parade 
ground: C&£ Schools Battalion; the center's Head* 
quarters Battalion; Detachment A, 1st Jfciee Service 
Support Group; a composite color guard flanked by 
organisational colors; the 27th Marines staff; the lac 
Battalion* 4th Marines; die 5th Battalion, Uth Ma- 
rines; the 3d Tank Battalion; arid Company D of the 
3d Assault Amphibian Battalion. 

Change of command time again. For the first rime 
em. a two-star general was coming m board. Major 
General Ernest X Cook, Jr. Styne* of course, had made 
two stats while stationed in the desert, as Phil Mona- 
han had just done; but Ernie Cook, a native of 
Charleston, South Carolina, and just in from Train- 
ing at Headquarters Marine Corps, was the major 
general symbol of the still-gnawing importance of the 
combat center, the Tito MAB. and Lp" Wilson's new 
mission, now mm 10 years into lupous values sriU 



rLpj-nchflg Before \h\* lijy, in j iIassu uceer ii j Ma- 
rine officer, Major Ceneml h;id •vriwd i\ m 
commind ofihe Marine Decaehn-iem on ihr .Vrjr/A 
kjmptQW, commands! inlVmn nniu. been rheaca* 
demK head and laier deputy duraoi of the Command 
and Scuff College: chief of the Amphihuiu* Wtifnv 
Presentation Team; and rnmmandtng nffireT of ihr 
BuK School General PhiJ Monahan was off eo Korea, 
10 a staff position wkh the aiked fwres there. 

The Center and the 7th M AB rtamptiaue niJf. led 
by [he pande ccHmmanding nfTicrr nf inmp, Cdond 
Jim Stanton, Center Chief of Staff, beg^n- ihc tn 

T&u had to be good to be in this formation. %ung 
men who had Hot stuck it out through high school 
need not apply Your military "IQ," the GOT (Gener- 
al Classification Test), had to be around 100 or bet- 
ter. You had to be dean and stay dean. Ym had to 
pull your weight, learn, and faeep learning* There were 
no drop-outs here. One old timer in the stands could 
not remember better looking Marines since the days 
when the intense desire to win gave them everything: 
vigor, confidence, determination, in those lump-in- 
the-throat days of national pride in World War D, 

desert day. ^rnc by u> review and m itched -dH" across 
)di Street, eo their BEQs, shear dune* . . Tewud 
a fie* Lent ury 
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CHAPTER 4 
THE MARINES ARRIVE 
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PiLmi hi Lie 191 J: phu inumnn ind suim.iLULsoai ■iih Siflr lm. 
Ignite Wc^hi , Dp Mmd LuxuJn Smiih. wd Dr. Fredeixk H. 
li-inilina. I Li ru retaim Colonel. l ! ^4f Knl 

■fHAPTEfl * 
THT EAEJY YEARS 

l.!||Jnrt.i:di™iiriuHnL u JulLrt fcjf LTUJ ihirp rer indLide the ttdH- 

ro unity library files -and especially from there the unpublished 
manuscript, **Saikx oo Horseback^ by BGen Frederick R, (Monte) 
Bfioi. USMC ckn.1; itie 5c an n I id j; oicrmcw?: nrar-cnal Imm Mi- 
tine Corps ULhhvE p-rraonaJ rrra-llrciKHis "rf rhr mrhnr ; jnH ■■■■■n- 
lespoodencc,, coowaattions, and Uiicjiieju with MajGen C H. (Bud) 
Schmid. USMC (Bet), BGen John S Oldfidd, USMC (Ret), GyS$t 
Charlie Milkt, USMC (Ret), and, fiom the Iwentynine Mass 
tmmiry, Hayes and Cbet Btiis* 

L Dnnk. unpiutiluhrd minusnp "Saili* im ihr HirIi i>=trfi " A 
LCfTT ii in- ihc TWrnviwnr Pklnu brunch libfwr-r- 

3, fed. 
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RASE STATUS 

Tiiarrripl |in i Ins i hapnj rlrrm eWi pirn- 

uuslv uird wurin- Irom rhr urrnrr.-ii'-EnT Libnay. MaUm- £j*f-»-ir- 
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fin-iil Liwfr PjJrrU, u&d litt- lU rni I JhlfcrLj L-Jfletpondeni t ^ld liXi- 
vrlil-fuaiU AdiLcluj-liiJ. ibibrdiiL i mlauJldd JlrTUIg the pferMUDUn 

ti I'hii l Jikfiier -rivludLtJ ike Ta*-a-iy-ni« hlmi ha-ie fiewsptpcj, 7%e 
" v-., -v ttur j.imI ii:rrci[Ri<iJirJkt wblh Gal Uph K_ Cuhn, 
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CHAPTER 7 
THE 1960s 
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archives in Wasfainfton, D.C, and 7^ Qkst&Mfan Post, Other 
mater^fc provMog assistance during the preparation of that chap- 
ter indudc nitemcws, coh^spondence, and audio tapes tiitb or from 
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USMC; C^ls Kily & Bouidin and Rkhard Owen OUUck, both 
USMC (Bet); and the arrive duty paniciparion by the author in 
R^t/Fotce Ttoops (events of I97i, 1974; and ©7*. 
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3. Ibid. 
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Appendix A 

Roads and Places Mainside 



ckl VJIc Dri™ 

Since the base at Twentynine Palms began as an artillery outpost* it is fitting that the 
"main stem" roadway from the main gate along the west border of mainside is named 
for one of the most famous Marine artillery officers of the World War II period, Lieu- 
tenant General Pedro A. del Valle, That is "del Vah-yea," with die soft Spanish sound 
to the double Ts" (the general was a native of San Juan, Puerto Rico) and not, as many 
modem Marines insist on calling it* Mel VaL" Ihe general was an all-around Marine officer, 
as well as an artilleryman of distinction. He graduated from the Naval Academy in 1913, 
landed from the Prairie the following year, and participated in the capture of Santo Domin- 
go City and the following campaigns in the Dominican Republic, He served at sea in 
the Texas (as commander of the Marine Detachment) during World War I, and after that 
served at Quantico, had more sea duty, and then was aide-de-camp to Major General 
Joseph H. Pendleton —the one for whom is named that smaller Marine Corps base down 
by Oceansidc, 

In command of the Llth Marines at the outbreak of World War II, del Valle took the 
artillery regiment overseas with die 1st Marine Division, and served throughout the Guadal- 
canal campaign. After a brief tour in the States, del Valle returned to the Pacific in April 
1944 as Commanding General, Corps Artillery, m Marine Amphibious Corps, taking 
pan in the Guam operation that summer. Next, Major General del Valle took over the 
1st Marine Division. He commanded the division throughout the Okinawa operation from 
April to July 1945. 

After the war, he served first as Inspector General and later as Director of Personnel 
at Headquarters Marine Corps, Upon his retirement on 1 January 1948, he was promoted 
to lieutenant general * He died 28 April 1978. 

Bourke Road 

Just above del Valle Drive, and linked to it by 1st, 3d, 5th^ 6th, 8th, and 10th Streets, 
is Bourke Road, named for another artilleryman, who also "ran alongside" del Valle in 
much of World War II. This was Lieutenant General Thomas E. Bourke, who was the 
2d Marine Division's artillery officer and commander of that division's artillery regiment, 
the 10th Marines, from 23 December 1940 to 10 December 1943* During that rime, Gener- 
al Bourke participated in operations on Guadalcanal and Tarawa. Later he served as ar- 
tillery officer for the V Marine Amphibious Corps. At war's end, he assumed command 
of the 5th Marine Division, and took it to Japan for occupation duty in September of 1945. 

Bom 5 May 1896, General Bourke graduated from St. Johns College, and was commis- 
sioned a second lieutenant in the Marine Corps on 5 February 1917. He retired 1 Novem- 
ber 1946, and was promoted to the rank of lieutenant general. 
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Maipsidc's sccoad busiest artery, after del %lle Drive, is Brown Road, named for perhaps 
the most famous and colorful artillery officer tif them all ^- the artilleryman's artillery- 
man, Major General Wilburt S. u Big Boot" Brown. He fibbed abotit his age to enlist 
in the Marine Corps for duty in Prance in World Wax I. In the summer of 1920, while 
be 'was still 19, the Marine Corps let him out to accept an appointment to the Nival 
Academy. He .left there two years later to reeniist in the Marine Coips. He was commis- 
sioned fiom the ranks in 1925. 

Twenty-eight yeais latter, as a major general, Brown retired and entered the University 
of Alabama where he earned the Ph.D. in history, and subsequently bec^t a member 
of the univei^^s history feculty. In between, he did it all. duty, schools, the "banana 
wars" command # artillery units in ^dd War II, and command of m is&ntty regl- 
mem (the 1& Marines) in Korea in 1951. 

the nickname **Big loot" came about amidst much bedding and joking during the 
Nicaraguan campaigns of the 1920s* when fellow office had to air drop W*** a pair of 
Size 14 F shoes to replace those he had worn but on jungle patrol- The pilots initially 
dropped only one shoe, along with a apt* saying it wduld take a second flight to bring 
tiie other shoe. 

Another colorful episode in "Big EootV * career came during the Okinawa campaign, 
when he commanded die 11th Marines in ftedro del Agile's 1st Marine PnQsioa Qne night 
Brown put together a 22-battalion rime oil target (IDT), which not only shook up the 
enemy and much of Okinawa, but also that old artilleryman, Del Valle, who did not 
know the great and sudden deluge of rounds was coming. 

Someone once quoted a famous "B% Rot H hnehe apparently used ©fen with "visit- 
ing firemen" who were going on to another command, perhaps back to Headquarters 
Marine Corps—say hello to anyone who remembers me favorably" for a long time to 
come* that should be die entire Marine Corps. Brown Road is the way togertoimpotttot 
places on board Iwentynine Palms— the post eidiange, the bsuik, and the post office, 

Sturgis Road stops and starts through the central part of maiosidc. It loses a segment 
at C & E Schools area, and then until the late ISfcOs skipped the parade ground by Ac 
chapels at 6th and 5th Streets. And until new housing went iti beyond Marine Balms, 
Sturgis Road had no place much td go beyond 1st Street. 

The mad is named fbr Colonel Galen Miller Sturgis, an artillery office* whose commis- 
sion in theM^eCoQ«; d*tsd back to World I. He fern the war as part ot the 
Marine forces in the Dominican Republic. He held a depee fiom the Vnmmsf of 
Maryland, and in the Marine Corps completed most of the important schools of the day, 
inditing the advanced artillery course at the Army artillery school & fort Sill, Oklaho- 
ma. He had sea duty on the Arizona ftom 1922 to 1924, and, id addition to ma# state- 
side billets* he served in Cuba, Qiiha, and the Philippine Islands. 

During World Wlt JL, Colonel Sti^is occupied ^ series of increasingly responsible po* 
sitioos. He commanded the 1st Battalion* Uth Marines from July 1940 until he became 
the regimental exemtive officer in Match l$4t He took command of the 155mm Group 
of die 5th Defense Battalion in April 1942, and commanded it during the early cam- 
paigns in the Radfic. Command of the 14th Defense Battalion lame to him in January 
1943, but ill health forced his evacuation to the United States io M&y of that y^r. He 
spent the remainder tfW^d War H in die Sao Dic^j and Camp Pendleton areas, prior- 
ity as a member of a general court-martial board. His hesdth remaned poor, and he re- 
tired soon after the end of Wodd War II. Colonel Sturgis died in 190. 
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At the top of the main grid rf&reers^^ of the base is the mad named 

for aaotiicjr "old $alt** ftom the artillery. Brigadier G^tallUphael Griffin. Like all the 
others for whom these streets ate named* Griffin was bom during the 19th century, 1$94 
in his case. (Bigfoot Blown was bom in 1900, but, technically speakings die 20th Century 
did not start until 1901— oih&wjse the 19th Century would not have teen 100 years long.) 

Griffin did his Worid War I rime in the Oadbbean, later ^tved in the "banana *ars," 
had duty at sea, went to the pj*>per schools, and then taught ih some of them. And lite 
the other* whose names identify these mainside streets, when World War U came along* 
Griffin was ready. 

Griffin served as corps artillery offices for the I Marine Amphibious Corps in the South 
Pacific, and later commanded defense groups in the Solomon Islands. In November 1945, 
Colonel Griffin assumed command of the 10th Marines, and led that artillery regiment 
at Tarawa, Saipan, and Tinian. He retired, after the war* in September 1948, and was 
advanced to the rant of brigadier general on the retired list- 

Remit Rund 

Brigadier General John A. Bemis gives his name to the shortest street in the mainside 
grid— a disconnected two blocks at the top of the built-up area, back of the Officers Club 
and above an early billeting area. As did the others whose names appear in the main 
grid* Bemis entered the Marine Corps during the XKferld War I period— in his case as 
an enlisted Marine who served in France and then in Haiti He was commissioned a se- 
cond lieutenant in 191?- After that he served again in Haiti* later in Nicaragua* then 
at sea, and still later in peipitig, China, In Wcdd Wir II, Colonel Griffin served with 
and in command of artillery units on Guam and on Okinawa. He retired in 1948, at 
which time he advanced to brigadier general on the retired list. 

After retirement, General Bemis served as rity councilman, then treasurer, and finally 
mayor c# Oceanstde, California, during 1952- 56. He died in 1961 at the Naval Hospital 
it Camp Pendleton. 

Victory Field 

Victory field, for years d*e mainU^ Palms, was named 

for the second commanding general of the base, who served in that capacity fom 28 
June 1957unril 1 January 1959. It lies below and west of Brown Road and the bank and 
post qfifce complex. It was dedicated in September 1959.* 

Major Genetal Randall M. Victory was bom in Augusta, Wisconsin, on 28 December 
1964. He went to school in Twin Bills, Idaho, and then the tjniyeisrity of Washington, 
where he had earned an Army commission through the R0ICpmgtam. This he traded 
for a commisriOfl in the Marine Corps. After Bask School at Philadelphia, he went to 
the Pacific where he first served in the Marine detachment of the Pittsburgh. He subse* 
quently transferred ashore to serve with the Legation guard in Feiping, There, from Sep- 
tember 1932 until May erf 19^3, hecommaft4ed the fim0m w HdKe Marines" of Peiphsg*s 
Mounted Detachment** 
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Hike Fettton Field 

Mike Ronton Field, where youngsters play little League baseball, commemorates a young 
Marine who fell in World War Its final battle, Okinawa. It also marks a most poignant 
chapter in the human history of the Marine Corps and of one of the Corps' best known 
families. 

Mike and his elder brother, Ike, grew tip in the Marine Corps* the sons of die late 
Brigadier General Francis L Fcnton and l&s. Mary E. Fenton, Thef were "mascots'* of 
outfits served in or commanded by their fetber, or of athletic teams coached by him, 
from Sumay on Guam to Shanghai, China; from up and down die West Coast* and to 
Quanrico, Virginia. At Sumay, Mike rode the police sergeant s mule during working party 
hours; Ike had a drum and tagged along with the band. Sometimes they got in die way 
and were "thrown in the brig 1 ' by Marines, or "confined to quarters" and "put under 
hack" by a kind, but firm father. 

During yfhAd Wu lU the elder Benton served in the Pacific and earned two Bronze 
Star Medals while an engineer officer with the 1st Marine Division on PelcUu and Okina- 
wa* Young Bee— Francis I. Fenton, Jr. —earned a Marine Corps commission and went to 
sea in the Missouri. %ung Mike— Micbacl James— three years younger than Use, feared 
he was going to miss the wa& Preparing to enter the Naval Academy, Mike feigned had 
eyesight so that his wartime service would not be delayed A few weeks later, alter he 
talked tis mother into ^ 

After boot camp and other training, Mike went out to the Pacific and joined Company 
B, 1st Battalion, 5 th Marines where he became a scout-sniper. Use saw his younger brother 
in Hawaii* passing through with his replacement draft; the father saw Mike a few times 
on Okinawa. Once the fisher joined the son for breakfast in the field at the battalion 
headquarters* Three or four days late, cm 7 May I?45« Mike was killed in fierce fitting 
in the Awacha Pocket north of Shuri 

Next day he was buried, along with other Marine who fell in those tough battles in 
and around the Shuri "castle," at (he division cemetery at Hiza- His father was there. 
A wire service photographer took a picture as the elder Benton kneeled before his son's 
body on its stretcher corned fay the U. S. £Ug. On that day cm Okinawa— as with so 
many others there— even the skies wept Colonel Kenton and other Marines standing there 
with bowed heads were soaked, Mike's open grave, in that picture, is filled with Okinawa 
rain,* 

Mike Ronton, who probably had the talent |bt die baseball big leagues, and who cer- 
tainly had die talent lor the Naval Academy and a career in the officer ranks of the Ma- 
rine Corps, has one other baseball field named for him. It is the high school field at 
Quantico, where he played during some of his high school year?. The main athletic fidd 
at Camp Pendleton is named for the father, the late Brigadier General Beaton. 

Mike's brother, Bbe, after World Wst II married the daughter of Colonel George So- 
wan, who himself spent almost 35 years in a distinguished career in the Marine Corps. 
Ike and Eloise (Ellie) Rowan met when they were young; in Shanghai. Ike (who later re- 
tired as a colonel) and Hlfe have five children, one of whom— George R Fenton— entered 
the Marine Corps via the Military Academy and by the mid-1980s was a major, this ifami- 
ly once lived in quarters on board the base at Twentynine Palms, while Ite was in Vie?- 
nam, but the boys were by then too old fer Little League baseball on die Mike Bmton field. 

One other historical note, in the early days of the Korean war; then Captain Ike Benton 
commanded Mike's old comply— Company B, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines. His batde- 
wesatyfece is captured in a faWus photograph from a work This Is War, hy Darid Doug- 
las Duncan, Of such traditions and dedications of individuals and families is wewen die 
strong fabric of the Marine Corps. 
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Two brmci Cumin:iricJa.nEi nt ihr M^ftric fjjrph and Cuui MclU uf Huslut rcup-jcntt 
jcr among rhr (jmiiu 1 , Mannn whu End ihrir namn In the cecha Hftxti in OtLrfjlla 
Hc-ijihtv hul ihr "A" Mecce iv curard Si ic j diilcrrEU uict rtT brru, BdigadiCJ General WlL- 
I urn AahiKM :l: rir:;ni ihr Sikrr Siar jml ihr rrcnih Qchi dc fiucirif iuf Jtldjng 
in afTaflc !" fldkati WnnH in hrj-:!,^ dunng WVirld War ] * hVnp.Trj: ihc v-ifs he was J 
distinguished mjrtamjn md unsr dHnmindec In North Chini 11 the cunbnrak nf TCktIcI 
^rlt r Ashujic was one of the Marine Corps' fira senior officers captured by [be Japanese: 

Also in Nonh China. Lhe ouebxeak of TX'bckl Wil J I and j quirt of fine linked tlwn- 
Colotttl Ashutst with a famous anthropological trcastire tost in the war— die bones of 
Peking Man. Chinese authorities, hoping to save these furious jb$sils« gave them to Ashurst 
and his Marines for transport to safety on a US. ship then: loading at Chinwangtao up 
die rail line, north of Tientsin The Japanese stopped the train, interned the Marines, 
and the bones of Peking Man have been missing ever since. 

Ashuist and has Mannes were liberated by AUied forces- in September I'HJ After That 
he served mainly je Purti Island. He lectred in Fetinjajv ji which lime he wa* promis- 
ed iu brigadier general. 

"B** is for Bailey, from west to east the second cross street in Oeorillo Heights, for his 
place on the honor roll of the Marine Corps, Major Kenned* Dillon Bailey gave his life 
and earned the Medal of Honor in fierce fighting on Guadalcanal early in Would War H 

Major Bailey, as commanding officer of Company C 1st Raider Battalion (Edson's Raid- 
ers) led his Marines in a 10-hour battle, often hand-to-hand, in repulsing Japanese at- 
tacks near Henderson Held on Guadalcanal, So desperate were those fights that Edbon 
himself coined a Medal of Honor the next night. 

Bailey was born in Pawnee, Oklahoma, in 1910, and grew up in Danville, Illinois, He 
became a second lieutenant in the Marine Corps in July of 1935, and had a variety of 
duties prior to World War II. In landings and earlier action in die Solomons— on Tulagi 
across the channel fiom Guadalcanal— Bailey earned the Silver Star Medal He had been 
promoted to major just prior to the Tulagi landing. 

Caimon Stmt 

While ihe commrmnrarEre nirrc of majnunlr cakr chr rumc* ul jmuhJc ^Cuiiinri bucn 
befwe or ai the Turn of the cenruiy mm Marinn whn weir wuflg a* th* ouEftct uf Wucld 
War It gave thecr names 10 Ckoriilo ttiwt* One nf ihcse ™ Ui Liru<tnatu CnMjjr H. 
Cannon, who earned the Medal of Honor fix heroism undet fire as the Japanese bom- 
barded Midway Island on 7 December 1941— that day which has lived in iufemy. 

Cannon was born in 1915 in Webster Groves, Missouri, grew up in the Detroit area, 
and attended high school there; he also attended the Culver Military Academy in Indi- 
ana. Latet; he graduated fiom the University of Michigan and "traded" an Army ROIC 
conunission for one in the Marine Corps, tie served at sea onboard the Boise, at Quanti- 
c6» and at San Diego t and then ttent overseas in early 1941, first to Pearl Harbor and 
then to Midway with die 6th Defense Battalion. Wounded in the Japanese bombard- 
ment of December 1941, he refused evacuation until be could assist his wounded Ma- 
rines. He died helping them, later in World Wir D, a destmyer, the €0**00, was named 
in his honor. 
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Daly, in the Ocotillo housing area, is the only street on the base named for an enlisted 
Marine* and what a Marine! One of two Marines (the other was Smedley Butler) ever 
to receive two Medals of Honor for separate acts of heroism, Daniel Daly enlisted in the 
Marine GotpS in January of 1899, hoping to get into the Spanish-American War, He did 
not make it, hut he was present for most other conflicts thereafter— from the Boxer Re- 
bellion through World War I —until he went on the refiner list in 1919- 

Daly earned his first Medal of Honor on the Tartar Wall near the American legation 
in Peking, standing off so-called Chinese "Boaters" until reinforcements from an interna- 
tional relief expedition arrived. Fifteen years later, in Haiti, Daly earned his second Me- 
dal of Honor when, as part of a small Marine force of three officers and J J cflUstcd men, 
he played a ptoihir^it role in defeating an attacking force of some 400 Caeos rebels. 
One of the officers in that scrap was then-Captain Bill Upshur, who named that north- 
border stteet in Ocotillo. 

As impressive as are Medals of Honor, young Marines always have taken a deeper gasp 
of respect for why little Dan Daly (he was five feet, $if inches till, and weighed about 
130) when they hear that story of his leadiag his exhausted Marines in a charge from 
their positions near Belleau Wood ip World yXfat I "Come on, you sous of hitdiesf yelled 
Daly, M do you want to live forever?*' He led die way. 

Major General John A. Xejeune, the 13th Commandant, and who also has sign posts 
in Ocotillo, once called Sergeant Major Dan Daly "the outstanding Marine of all times" 
for a Marine, that is as dose as you can get to living forever. 



Elrod Place, the shortest street in the Ocotillo housing area, is named for a Marine 
aviator Medal of Honor recipient rtho stood out even among those valiant heroes who 
defended Wake Island in die desperate early days of World War II. Major Henry T. Elrod 
was born 27 September J in Hirner County, Georgia, and attended die University 
of Georgia and "Vale before entering the Marine Corps in late 1927. He was commissioned 
a second lieutenant in February 1931 Later he earned his wings, served at several state* 
side stations, and in January 1941 went out into the Pacific He was among the 12 Marine 
pilots of VMPaU (flapped with F4&3 Grumman Wildcats), who slipped wi& actrenie 
official secrecy away from Pearl Harbor on ihcl&t&pwt and went to Wake in late 1941, 
|ust before the Japanese attacks throughout the Pacific on 7 December and thereafter 

These pilots, as well as other Marines, gave good accounts of themseives before Wake 
fell to rJhc Japanese on 23 December l£4l. Prior to that, Elrod and other pilots had used 
up their planes, and they were fighting in ground positions with other defenders. Elrod 
was killed that final day while leading his Marines in ground attacks agaih$t the Japans 
landing force. 

Earlier, on 12 December, Elrod attacked alone into a flight of 22 enemy planes, and 
downed two of th^ Jh Other action, he and other Marine Corps fimm made low-level 
attacks ^tgain^ Japanese ships, and Elrod was credited with getting a kilting bomb into 
a Japanese destroys and this ship blew up and sank. In this dar^ action, enemy flak 
cut the main fuel line in Elrod's Grumman, and although he was able to nutse the craft 
back to Wake, his nearly powerless landing deposited hinj in a crash among boulders 
along the atoll's south bead). 

In Ocotillo Heights, Elrod Place extends a short dfcN&ee from Berkeley Avenue and 
parallel to other cross streets. It ends in a cul-de-sac in the housing areas' ccnttal park 
where children play on green grass. 
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A tum-of-thc-ccntuiy Marine who became die 15th Commandant, Major General Ben 
H. Fuller, gives his name to another of the streets which connect Bedeck? and Upshur 
In the Ocotillo housing area, As with other Marines of his period, Fuller soled in "every 
clime and place" during his career which started with the Naval Academy of the 1880s, 
and ended with his service as Major General Commandant from 1930 to 1934. He was 
bom 27 February 1870 in Big Rapids, Michigan, and after schooling which included Naval 
Academy graduation in 1889, Fuller did his pre scribed two yean with the fleet as a "passed 
midshipman" and became a Marine second lieutenant on 1 July 1891. He served at sea 
during the Spanish-American War, after which he saw action in the Philippines where 
he distinguished himself as a battalion commander in the Battle of Novaleta, Next came 
China service in the Boxer Rebellion, where he was commended for his participation in 
the siege and capture of Tientsin. 

In the early 1900s t Fuller served in various command and staff roles in Caribbean ac- 
tions, including Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Cuba, and elsewhere afloat and ashore. 
During World War I, Colonel (and temporarily Brigadier General) Fuller commanded 
a provisional brigade in Santo Domingo and assumed several administrative positions 
of high rank in the military government of that island nation. Pewr this duty, he was com- 
mended by his natal superiors. During this period, a son, Captain Ted Fuller, was killed 
in action in France. 

After World War I, Colonel and later General Fuller served in a number of post, sta- 
tion, and school duties, and became the Major General Commandant in August of 1930. 
He retired 1 March 1934, at age 64. Altogether, he had served on active duty for 48 years, 
9 months, and 8 days. 

* the Great Goettge," he was sometimes called in those post-World War I days of the 
Roaring twenties when a scarlet sweater with gold "M" won for beating out Army and 
Navy service teams for the President's Cup could be worn as proudly as a ribbon earned 
in battle, football writers of the day compared him to Jim Thorpe. Major General Com- 
mandant John A. Lejeune commended him for his football performance on the 192$ 
team which won the cup, and he was coach of the team which won the cup for the Ma- 
rine Corps the following year. 

This was Colonel Frank Bryan Goettge* promoted to that rank posthumously after having 
lost his life in a daring patrol on Guadalcanal in the early days of that World War H 
operation, A native of Canton, Ohio, where he was bom $0 December 1893, Gocttge 
enlisted in the Marine Corps in May 1917, for World War I duty in France* He received 
a "field commission" to second lieutenant in the summer of 1918, and sailed for France 
where he took part in the final stages of the Meuse-Argonne offensive with the 5th Marines. 

After the war, Gocttge served at various posts and stations, in Haiti, in China, and 
at sea and school! In between such normal assignments of the day; he served as coach 
and player on a number of Marine Corps football teams* In the 1930s, he served for a 
time as an aide to President Hoover, and at another time as aide to Commandant Fuller. 

lieutenant Colonel Goettge was the G-2 (Intelligence Officer) of the 1st Marine Divi- 
sion when it landed on Guadalcanal on 7 August 1942. A few days later, a Japanese prisoner 
gave word that an enemy force in a nearby coastal village wished to surrender. On 12 
August, Goettge and a patrol moved by boat to the village to arrange the surrender. When 
they reached the beach, the Japanese opened fire. The ambush killed Lieutenant Colonel 
Goettge and all but three of the patrol, the survivors either swam back to friendly lines 
or worked their way through the jungle to safety. 



Henderson Street 



Commandant of the Marine Corps for so rnany yeas that some members of his family 
reportedly thoii^xt he owned that big old house at Eighth and I Streets (its address is 
actually 801 G Street* S JL) in Washington, Brigadier General Archibald Henderson, the 
fifth Commandant, once dosed Headquarters Marine Corps and put on the front door 
a sign saying be could be found in Florida fighting the Seminole Indians— or so it is 
said. Henderson served as Commandant ftom 17 October 1820 to 6 January 1859—5^ 
years, 2 months, and 19 days. He died in olffce, age 76. Prudent James Buchanan and 
members of his cabinet attended the funeral. 

In the year following Henderson 1 * death, the first shots af the Civil War were fired 
at lbrt Sumter. It was an amazing life span, in world-shaking years for the young United 
States, Born in Rurfax County Virginia, on 21 January 1783* Henderson became a se- 
cond Ucutenaflt of Marines on 4 June 1806. In the War of ^812, he served on board the 
Frigate Constitution (*Old Ironsides") arid helped fight her in that famous battle at sea 
against the British fiigate jta? in December of 1812; and he ms present also in 1815 
for those engagements with Cyan* and Levan t 

During World War n» a Navy transport ship was named for General Henderson. Hen- 
derson Hall, the small base adjacent to the present Headquarters Marine Corp* in Arling- 
ton, Virginia, is named for him. Hraderson HaU somed^ may hold Headquarter Marine 
Corps itself. Headquarters at present is a tenant of Bwfaal Building No. 2, previously 
called the Navy Annex, fait now known as the Ariington Annex (to the Pentagon^ The 
General Services Administration actually manages the building, part of which is occupied 
by the Navy. There are plans for new buildings at Henderson Halt which would allow 
the Marine Corps to own its own headquarters buildings. 

First there was Marine Palms housing near the main gate, a no-nonsense checkerboard 
of gray concrete rilfcups surrounded by sar*4 where early residents churned up streets 
with such names as Plant* Mineral, Cactus, lead* Irxwrwood. Then, when it became ap- 
parent that a Marine base was here to stay, Ooptillo Heights blossomed from the desert, 
with fancy windows which tried to catch desert views (but caught mostly heat), quarters 
posing above curving streets named after famous Marines of yesteryear* and rather smug* 
[y embraced a golf course, never mind that it was watered by sometimes malodorous 
redaimedwatcxfiom'lit^I^ Banditti." There beyond the settling poods and on the 
left a desolate chunk of desert which the base doc* not own» is the back gate and- 
wonder of wonders— a "subdivision" which almost seems to be off the base. 

To get to thfc housing area apart, turn left beyond 10th Street on Berkeley Avenue* 
named for Major General Randolph C Berkley, who earned the Medal of Honor at Vera 
Crux during the intervention in MearicO in 1914 Later* in Nicaragua in 1927, he earned 
the Navy Cross. lie was born in 1875 at Staunton, Virginia, and after schooling was ap- 
pointed a second lieutenant in die Marine Corps on 8 August 1898* firing the Spanish- 
Amcrican War, Although he left the Marine Corps brieSy in early 1899, beretorried be- 
fore the year was out; and then served for mm than 40 yean m a variety of duties which 
inrfattfed serwe at ses t in the Philippines, OTba t Pana m a, Mryv^y O**^ N ^y^p^ ^ 
and Guam, He retired in January of 1939, and died in I960. 

Upcune Circle 

lr|runr GilEc ciui |XThj,p he rhiiutjhr uf ri hmdirip luflirtbt* Lhc wnl rnrj a J the C5kt«:l- 
U> I Irighti stCrtti in the umr wjv rhji ihr 1 3 rh CiirnirondjTlL, MlfGC General h>hri An her 
Lercu-nc . hound cngcther hiscoficjJJy dhc Old Carps ind chr Turpi Lcjcunr was 2 



native of Louisiana (bom IB67) and noted for diplomacy; stalf and command compe- 
tence, plus forward thinking. Lejeune served the Corps from the pte-Wbdd War I years 
I smail d<p£hm<mts and seagoing sendee through Wodd Wat I and into the dawn of 
the modem amphibious age which came to fruition for the dorps later, during Warld 
WarO. 

In France during ^>rid Wail, GeneialLejetme became the fisst Marine officer to com- 
mand a division in combat. This was the American Expeditionary Braced 2d Division, 
which included the 4th Brigade, composed of Marines, as well as an Amf brigade, ar- 
tillery, and other units. His preparation for that asajpment went all the way back to his 
days at die Naval Academy, from which be graduated in 18^, and then through align- 
ments of sea duty, in Manama where his diplomatic talents first attracted attention, hi 
the Philippines Cuba, Vera Cruz (1914)* and as assistant commandant (to General Bar- 
tiett), and command qf the n*w, large Marine Corps bsfce at Quantieo in 1917. 

During hfe ye^ as ^ (1320-29) Jjejeur^ is credited with forging the way 

for modem methods of administration and personnel selection and promotion, for ex- 
peditionary force concepts which led the way later for amphibious doctrine, and for matt- 
ing useful to the nation a larger and Silly modem Marine Carps. And as all Marines 
know, jhe 13th Commandant created much of the ceremonial trappings of traditional 
Marine Cor^s birthday obseryaocic^— an almost m^cal annual rebinding of Marine Corps 
spirit and dedication which has touched us all during the years since Lejeunc held the 
helm of the Corps. 

Lpihur Ainiuc 

When Berkeley Avenue, coming across the desert from del Valle Drive, reaches the 
Ocorillo Housing area* it curves around die south border of the subdivision and then 
disappears north beyond the golf course. At the eastern point of Ocorillo, Upshur Avenue 
branches off northward and tken titrrss tofc&ward to form Ac north border of this hous- 
ing area* In between are eight cross streets— named for Marines i from "A" to M H" and 
at the southwest region is a loop, lejeone Circle, 

Upshur, the north border* is named for another Medal of Honor recipient, Major General 
William R Upshur, who entered the Marine Corp shortly alter the turn of the century. 
He a^ served "in every clime aiid place" from Haiti, where he earned the Medal of Honor 
in 1915 , several tours of sea duty, Cuba, the Philippines, Chinas and then France in World 
War I 

His name is burned indelibly into the memory of an entire generation of officer candi- 
dates who trained during the Korean War and later at Camp Upshur at Quantieo. Also, 
Major General Upshur wrote and signed the foreword of the Guidebook for Marines of 
the World War H period. 

Upshur, bom in XS$1 in Richmond, Virginia, graduated from the Virginia Military 
Institute (VMI) and became a Marine Corps second lieutenant on 1 February 1904. In 
1942 he was G>mmanding General, Department of the Pacific (a command of the World 
War n period, located in San Francisco), when he was killed in a plane crash near Sitka, 
Alaska. 



Appendix B 

Twentynine Palms Commanders 



LtCol Frederick R Scantling 15 Dec 1952-JuI 1953 

Col Francis R. Brink Jul 1953-29 Dee 1954 

Col John S, Oldfield 29 Dec 1954-30 Jan 1957 

BGen Thomas G. McBiriand 1 feb 1957-27 Jun 1957 

BGen Randall M« Victory . 28 Jun 1957-30 Dec 1958 

BGen Alpha L Bowser 31 Dec 1958-29 Sep I960 

BGen Lewis J. Fields 30 Sep 1960-30 Aug 1962 

BGen Joseph L Stewart 31 Aug 1962-17 Mar 1964 

BGen William K. Jones 18 Mar 1964-27 Dec 1965 

BGen Virgil W. Banning 28 Dec 1965-28 Jul 1966 

Col Henry M T Wellman, Jr. 29 Jul 1966-30 Oct 1966 

BGen Regan Fuller 31 Oct 1966-25 Mar 1969 

BGen Carl W. Hoffinaa 26 Mar l%9-23 Apr 1971 

BGen Paul G. Graham 24 Apr 1971-16 Oct 1972 

BGen Kenneth J. Houghton, . T 17 Oct 1972-30 Apr 1973 

BGen William G. Joslyn. . ..„,.„ ^ , 1 May 19734 May 1974 

Col Albert E. Cofieen , .. „, r 2 May 1974-9 May 1974 

BGen Clarence H. Schmid. mX * .10 May 1974-17 Jul 1975 

BGen Ernest R. Reid, Jr., . ™ a ^. s **** » , iA ., ^ 18 Jul 1975-29 Jun 1976 

BGen Edward J. Megarr. . . * ^ ^ + ^ ... 30 June 197649 Mar 1978 

BGen Harold G. Glasgow. ^ . 20 Mar 1978-10 Apr 1981 

BGen Joseph B. Knotts ^ , m „ ^ , 11 Apr 1981-14 Jul 1983 

BGen William R. Etnyre. . ... , ...... * .... , 15 Jul 1983-14 Jun 1985 

BGen John R Monahan. . . , .,, , . 15 Jun 1985-12 May 1986 

MajGen Ernest X Coot Jr. 13 May 1986-27 Aug 1987 



MajGen Gene A. Deegan yM , KWJ > >: 28 Aug 1987-18 Jul 1989 

MajGen John I. Hopkins. . . : , . , , , *S9 Jul 1999. 



Appendix C 

Chronology 



20Aug52 Activated as Camp Detachment Marine Corps Training Center, 
Twentynine Palms, California. 

6Feb53 Redesignated as Marine Corps Training Center, Twentynine P?Urri5, 
California. 

ifeb57 Redesignated as Marine Corps Base, Ifcentynine Palms, California. 

I0ct78 Redesignated as Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Training 
Center, Tfcentynine Palms, California* 

16Feb79 Redesignated as Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twenty- 
nine Palms, California. 



Appendix D 

Honors 




Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center 
7wentymnl palms, california 



Mac ion al Du>nm Si sv]u Sthmhi-h u ith ^me-. Bmiv/s map 



Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School 
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center 
t^entynine rums, california 



Nf i vnoMtxts UNtr QxmoN, i Seftembbk 1979-1 January 1984 
Mehtosious Unit CrcmoN, 1 Junr 1987-jiJuiY 1988 
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Appendix E 

List of Reviewers 



Marines 

General Louis H. Wilson, Jr., USMC (Set) 

Lieutenant General William K, Jones, USMC (Set) 

Ms^jor General William H Etnyre, USMC 
Major General Harold G. Glasgow, USMC 
Major General Robert E. Haebel, USMC 
Major General Carl W. Hoffihan, USMC (Ret) 

Brigadier General John S. Oldfieid, USMC (Ret) 

Colonel George R Blackburn, Jr M USMC (Ret) 
Colonel Ralph K. Culver, USMC (Ret) 
Colonel Francis L Irnton, USMC (Ret) 
Colonel James E. Stanton, USMC (Ret) 

Lieutenant Colonel Donald E. Noll, USMC (Ret) 
lieutenant Colonel Frederick J. Scantling, USMC (Ret) 

Gunneiy Sergeant Charlie E. Miller, USMC (Ret) 



Othefs 

Dr. August Fnige 
M£ Art Kdweil 



Index 



Aha California, 2 

American Legion Post 13, 1244, IS 
Andkr, MGySgtJune V., 65 
AnoVesbak, Capt Baine ii* 75-76 
Atmy ait tacility 

<^dot Held* Cafif^rnia, 20, 22, 26, 34, Mr ® 
Army Commands and Haiti 

Army Air 17, 20, 22 

17th Hymg TramingT^achment, 20, 22 

Army Corps of Eaginccts* 18 

29* fmguieer Topographic Battalion, 13 
Army Schools and Training Centers 

Desert Training Center, 19 

'rwentynine Palms Air Academy, 20-21 

Baglcy, Mr. Frank, II, 1^17 T 27 

Bagley, Mrs. FtanJ^Heien), 9; U, 13, 11 25, 27 

Bagiey, isttt William J., W 

Baodini , Lake, 50 

Banning, Col Virgil W, 54; BGen, 55-56 

Banning, California, 5, 8 

Bamrnger* Col Clarence A., 35 

Barnum, Oy&gt Ed, 49 

Bartow, Gen Robert H., 79 

Bauer, Mr. Don E . 64 

Bennett, l£pl Robert 1, 48 

Berger, Col Spencer S„ 59 

Betttnger, Sgt Maty, 7$ 

Bible, Senator Alan, 41-42 

UbLibum, ItCol George R, 43 

Blakely* Col James A., 5ft 

Blyth, Col Charles W. °Ba% w 63 

Botes*. Col Bernard $9 

Boro, LtCol Eugene V M $4 

Bouidm, Col B%D, 68-69, 72^73 

Bowden, Capt Elaine A., 77; ItCol, 77. 5« AndreshaL 

Borden, Maj Holland C "So? 76 

Bowser, BGen Alpha 1^ 45-48 

Boyd, Col Robert, 67 

Brewer, BGen Margaret A M 77 

Brink, Col Brands ft "Monte" 32*37, 41, 47, 70 

BullariPFC Victoria. 76 

Burchman, CW Ida E, 55, 75 

Burcbman, SSgt Robert E., 55 

Bureau of land Management, 19 

Eurfft, BGen Joseph C.. 26 

Burton, Col Charles, 45 

Buder, Sgt David, 61 

Cajoo Pass, 3 

Campbell, Mi William, % 13, 23 

Campbell, Mrs. William (Elizabeth W. Oozer), 9* V> 

Canddaria, Istix Guy£rank M M 79 



Carroll, Mr. J. B, 22 

Cartet, HMl % Q. 4 56 

Central Command (CentCom), 74 

Chapman, Mr EE., U 

Chapman, Col Leonard E, Jr 7 26; Gen, 62 

Chester, PFC Susan, 66 

Chianoari, Gen W^ng, Chinese Nationalist Marine laiwan, 46 

Oarkson. Capt Edward J , 49 

Clossbn, Istlx Janice P t 76 

Coffeen, Col Albert E. M 1ed," 66 

Cole, lstir Barbara, 77 

Cole, Mr. James E.. Y> 

Combined Arms Esereises (CAX) 73-74 

Condor Curve, 55, 82 

Construction and expansion, 29-30, 38, 44, 48-50, 57, 60-61, 65, 

65-66, 69, 79, 81-82 

Electrical power, 31 

Road development, 14 

V&ter supply, 28-29 
Coogan, Mr. Jackie, 20 
Cook, LrCol Bertram R, 54 
Cook, MajGen Ernest X, Jr., 83 
Coons, Mr. Rascoe D M 38 
Cooper, IstX* Christine A., 81 
Craig, trGeti Inward A,, 42 
Crampton, ttCol Eryifi J., 77 
Cuban Missile Crisis, 52 
Culbertson, GySgt Alton D. "Doug,*' 58, 60 
Ctaiman, Mrs. V. L., 58 
Curtis, Mr. Lou, 8 
Cushmah, Gen Robert E., Jr., 67 



Daddazfd, LtCol Armand G., 48 
Dale, California, 5, 8 
Davis, Mr. Joseph, 13 
Davis, RAdro James %.< 50 
Dead Man Lake, 73 
Department of Indian Affairs, 4 

Banning Indian Agency, 5 
Desert Queen Mine, 8 
Desert Trail, tte, 12, 14, 24 
Donnett, Mt Norman, 13 
Donnelly Mrs; Norman (Beroice), 13 
Dote, Mr. John, 5 
Downs, Col Michael P., 80 



Earenftght, Mr. les, 14 

Earnshawi BGen Joseph W., 35, 37-38, 41 

Elite, Capt Hadley B , USA, 20 

Ellis, Ml Cbet, 39 

Ellis, Mrs. Cher (Blanche)* 15 



EuFrrr. te-*n Willuni H SO-Hh 
Kirlj UC" hI Trdih r . BZ 

Family Asskau** 6fl&*, 54 
Benton, Mes, Frauds I- jr., 58-59 

BGcn tewjs) , Icflfr ^ 50 
Boht^ Psfcdre Pedro, 2 
Bard, IiCei George R, £5 
8*d, Fltsidcoc Gciald 72 
Bjti Defiaace, i 
Ibtt Mojim?, 3 
fcaizei, CfdtxxaAd X % 4$ 
Bdktv BGt& Kcgan^ 56*6p 



Gafew* <&llmwx& Ks, 79 

Genuner; HM X 59 

Geraiilia, % Wilfetffi, 5 

Gffikk, fiCol Ricl^jrd a "Ortenf 62 

&asgow, TB^ Ha^Sia Gv, 72-73, "7^7$ 

Glenn, LtCol John, 5ti 

Go&d, Ma/Gen G*o*ge E, j[r M 41 

Government Road T 3 

Otatoni, C^tftad 26; BGea, 64-66 

Grass, indent Ulysses 1, 4 

Green, Mr. Akx P., 3 

Giecise, Hs, linda <W„ 3 

few, G^/*0i^ |«^^.. 54, 56 

Giaatfeci; Lt John A.. U^f, 57 

Gj$^ Q**f!eri Miia** 8 



Ha*bel r Oil Robert & t 67 

Baft C^tew^li, 67 

HanufccHSi ItGbl Jbfen A M 62 

Hamilton liact devrtoprarnt. #*^r Housing. 

mst. hm Aadmr M.< 57 

Harlow; Blr; Neal, 1 

Itois; Col Arnold W., 53 

H«2 > Jfc Vimoo, 2ft22 

Ha**, Jte- Vtooft {Ms Mado*>, *9-20. Wh? Mariow 

Mtest Gags I*seer C, USA, 2d 
Hilt, MajGe* * P X, 33 

Hd&as; B€ka Caii 1, 5*64 
<fctaes, ^dfltl Ipfeain* fey tfSR 52 
I*>6j*t, CM Jtf^&allJ, 44 

W^m yOol m& H^ }x>> 51 
Batigmiiii BGca Ke&oetb 66 

Itott^ lhftt dettfcgraeite, 34 
J<W*H** Height* dcwlopmcnt, 80 
Marine Palms development, 37-38* 66 
Ocotillo Heigim dCTdopmctu, 45-59 
Sfea&w Mountain ^^^^ 6& 79. M 
SwftowmTkmtce development* 7$ 

Hbft, Mii Minem, 1445 



J". Pr WiIUmd T.. 

Mb WillLun f&illifji JJ 

Iri r ! I- I'piii i| | - 

Uiurili Tribe. J 
Cilrinrnii, 1 
C Jirflirhii^iil Tnfcw. J 
Mini"!- -fribe. M 
R-iucr Hibe. L I 
SrnuU-ind [> H n_ : 
tu*n. t^il yirtncl, ?B 



>™, -Cdr Arthur n L'S'N. 16 
Jimriuu. Mi, H.-hrn T>. 5* 
■i-..:i JIM? LMF-.l.-m, h 
Jahduoji, Mr Willara f , S-6 
^irKX. Hug^ hf . J5 

Jonct BOeri ^Ihm K . LjCen. 4j 

Jojn. MijGwi HI. a, H-m. ROKMC, iri 

Jcrihui liMjhh- hcnimmr drvel^pmcnc t-auVr Hnunnr 

JCdhui "Qt* Mrni^nirni! NjtIkuuJ IU, ^7-3# 

Jrtthuj Uh JSlMn^nJ Munurncm. < I. t*l5, U, 44 
Jrjtljm, BGenTdlniii (i 6 fi 



Sfettf Mi |o A M 76 

KefiiK% Pr^ickflt Jefhn E» 50 
t^s, Ife WU^m JF, 12, 13, 20, 22 

|&wc^; tiC^i S^feeit ^ 48 
Kic%, f&6ise R« , 5 5 

Kor«m War, 24 r 26 

lErsl^ feSeti Tiit?of fit. "fibute" 51 



Ijdy ttnm TweoiYJimt hlarip, Thr" 

Lv*ran. Me F-Uny, ri 

UtkI. Ml Gttvfc li. >Z 

Ijk Anxtln. rilrimnii, 1 

Inn Hdvk Mime, ft 

LiKik. Dx. Jimei Ik. g, U-H, 24 

Lii4wi R . Coi Verie I.. 6a 



Maa«, MsjGcn UcMo J., 55*56 

Manx, Lt&* Bttrkm A. f 55 56 

McBode , Sg? Bamood, 54 

McCoy, Col Chuks W M 45 

MscDootld, UtU Cod 76 

Mcftdaod, BGeo Thomas G , 37. 39, 41, 43, 45 

M d ju gh li n , ^G^ftJ^ Hy, ^ 
Mjdkry, ii^Jfe^ A^Jfe ^ 
^fef^i ij^lte^e A., 77 



% % % % P 

Marine Corps AkJte* and &#itie$ 
Santa Ami C*8&m&* 4$ 

Marine Corps Bases 

<*tnp Handyman* California, 46 

Camp Matthews, Gtfi&mia* 46 

Q^ ^dte^te. &4ilb*tfe 24 25, 40. 4U 45 

&rn> ^dspa> Calr%rn^ 4$ 52, 69, 70 
Mariiwi Corp* Commands Units 

Aviation XJaifc 

M &ar«* Awmk Wir*$, 54. 5a 
Marine Air Control &fua^ 5 {MACS-5); 76 
M A& lGont34 7 76 

Marine Aft Steserre Training Detachment* Tot©, 56 

Gronnd units 

isr Marine Division, % 42; 54 

MarWffivfekfei* 26 
jSth Marine Wwwm t 58 
CMbit^ Asm Gorrnnand, 72 
|<t Marine Brigade, M 

?th Marine ArriphihiQns Brigade 72* 74-75, 7$M 

uAm^m t # v 12, 62* i$>mm 

4rh Battalion, Ifcn Marines, }2< 62, 74, 02 
Battery L, 52 

5th Battahon, Inn Marines, 74, 
12rj* Marines, 26, $2 

5& Barolien, 12rh Marines* 82 
27tfe l&fi&eSv 75, 79-S& 83 
1st Field Artery 61-62, 76 

Headquarters Battery, 45 
5*feBcld Artillery Gio% >7; 61 
iSt r^aJjoa, 4th Matme*, 74, 78-7^ 83 
ist Battalion, 8th Marines, 79 
1st fteavy Soda* BattaJioa, 44 
lift Tank Battalion 69 
Is 155mm Gun Battalion, 35 
Ik 155mm liovmacr Battalion 55 
idl%h* As»th tenkjc fikstaiion, 82 
3d ^nfc Bafctadafct, 74, 83 
9ti (Jb^tmfeioses S^^iba, 58 
1st Heavy ArnTlety K&toet Battery, 45, 47 
l$t xu^mm Howitzer Battery (towed), /4M5 
ISt 155mm t3Un Battery, 4445 
ist J55mnt Howitzer Battery, 44 
2d 105rojn Howitzer Battery (tM), 4M5 
2d 15 5mm X^%*Wty #4$ 
3d Heavy AMkiry Ifcodcet Battery, 51 
£4 155mm Gfnn Battery, 44 
3 d 155mm Howitzer Battery 4} 
Company A* ftk Er*gir*ss Battalion, 69 
E^paoy A, lltn Eogmeet Battalion, &1 4 M 
Cornpany % 3d Assault Amebian Battalion, 8$ 
Company D, 7th Engineer BattaMorU 4446 
Company P» l^th finest Battalion, |i 
Camp Detachment, IMe (Eja^ lh^k^ Center* 

25-27 
Service Support Vm® 

fi^ce ^bojis, }^ 41* 45 

Rjrce Artfllety, B^tce 1j$o$$> 55 



Det*chmem, 45 
1st Combat Setwce @eoq^ 55 
Detachment A, M Bai£>& Sejviiee Support Oroup r 8i 
Nucfeax Ordnaocc Piafexm, 51 
hmnml iij^iitjeQaii^ Coqipa^ 76 
Searcbligfat Battery, 58 

QtimVsm 

2d Xt&mrf T&wmg ^gmteot, 25 
19(%sa«a^i lifeiieit^l C^ti^ai^ 75 

Maniae Cc^ Bsen^es 

Alligator f^de, 58 

Witfterl^t, U 
Uwam £o$$ Recmtioaal Relief, ^ Bear, C^Jimroia, 64, 65 
Had^e Cot^s Mfiate and Itamm^ Ctotets 

Basic ^ Electronic School, J8 

Coii^uttMofiHEle^oii^ ^ejNool, 51-32, 55^ 57-58* ^0, 

62-65, ^ 66; 76-77, 81, 8^ 
ME^rto D^s Ait <ko#fid Gomi^j Cmeti $9 

Mmac C^ps lnkax^ Center, Iwerityoine Pahm, Califor* 

timm ^ctkal Data Systems MamterjarKe School, ?8 
Q^era^ooa a^ C«mmankaGoas School, 58 
I^Aeye Misalc School^ 56, 65 
Tfelecommunkatiom Ma^ Sdbooj, 58 

Marme Sii^ly Depots 
^ifsfiow, CaUforoia, 64 

lilatme Palms houss^ deydo^ment. See uxfaifoiJi^. 

I^titime Piepositioficd Rmcc (MPiF), 74 

Iklattow, Miss 2& i^r d/jo Mara, Mt& Lois, 

Mattiso& T 2dLt Richard 7^ 

Mattesofi Memorial ^uildms» 79 

Median, IiGsl Thomas E. v 78 

Jfcbsgarr, P0eo Bdwar4 X, 45, 7Q, It, 78 

Mes^tite D*y Lake^ 17 

Jto^dk, Cpl Paulme 76 

Michefe, Mr. Qe<sr|e, 13 

MkSsebr 'Sa, Oeotgc (Besdah), 13 

Jfii^cls, Mr. Sobers 

MicbeJb, Mrs, 1$ 

Mike fentdn Fid* 4? 

MSleft Charlie J., 54 

Miller, Mqfien Thomas Jr. , 68 

Mtpiti^ Dismiss 
Cotto^od, 8 
Ba^e Moontaio, 8 
OoWfefe8 
Monte Negras, 8 
Pioon, S 

"B^tyome Kalms, 8 
Washm^toc 8 

Mfee* M^ifSea Oiarles D., 6$ 
Mb^e, Mr; Rid^fd, 29 
Moja^ Besert, 5 
Mojave Uail, 3; 

Mo^ate^ ^mjoha ® ^1" 8i; ftajGea, 72 

Moftta^te, Cdr *feay ^ 56 

Mormon Battalion, 3 

Mixarv^o 14, 6; 22, 29 

BtoMoekv S^ J^ A. t 57 

Myers, !*€ VM; 76 



Item, Mai Artboa? A->W 
Nmxi> Mis,, Anthony A> (Efta), 66 
&si*y Ommands and Ijnhs 

Medical fcstjcjri, &MfS«tyie& Cmp ft^&m 45 

M- r.-ilt % iu.ii. iB Ij.Ii* i' 4, "H 

Mavjl AlnJi.ul I-jjlIiek, IvrarYrMiu- Jblmi, 4f 

3ih Dcnuj i' i -.- 1 1 1 ■ j : 1 1 +■ 
Sets Is ran frbgK4iCiiiiii.il kait i NTPFT Muimu: Ptotpo^ixmcij 

Nei** t Qui £3 
Neatialfly A«; M 
Nor Okafc, Cajfcm £ 
Nkifcfcs, Mr. EmI£ H± 17 
Sfefofc, 0ca a, 42 



Owl* tf Hm Jtr Man-, mu cd. 

i i c jxiiuit. c;ij TWahh J . II 

LJi ntiLki htn^-lii-i Kiimnp; •drtriofirncni J«f if ■PT^'r r HfXiUllg 
O'Dun.iHl. Jjf.j.j Andrew W. 7u : MijGcn. M 

Oluun. lifptfi Hut> t. 45 
OntiL M.M A lU M 



City, Califcri% a 
feJm Springs (i^i^^ 3 
ftddii^ H&Q CjpiM^idftef William j„ 

f*a*tofi, Gen GeoJgt S, t t$ 

Pepper, MajGen Robert H., M> % 54 

Hfcp, ZctmioG MoiagoB3«y, i 
Pitcte, IfiCd Mats&al JL '**Ra$" 57 

GySgt Fcaidt, 54 
tffc Dawdi; ft 

PtiHdt, liC^a Lewis E tp &*estf M 



KinHJ Dcpfc^TTWtll joirai lui IfcttOt JEDJTE I .irr I xxiirjl Tjurnun-I 

■r«J. BCcn Era™ H... Gfl -TU 

Krwbtr. MM I Rjjthcn. H 

Ftrhun . SSjei Chauin W. M 

H-iTnidc. CaJifocrui. S 

fk*n*. Mn LjlhkI D. r IS 

ftramh. Pre i idem Frank I id B. 9), 17 

H. W11 . MijGr n William B.. USA, II 



StSBrfa^ Maj Ircdcadt i5; MSd*. 25-3*, 37, J9, 41 
SewitJiiig, Mrs fed^rkk (Noaie), 32 

S&mid, Gapt C&isau* HL "fittd," 53-J4; BGtefr*ft MajGea, 1* 
Sitafc l«Gol Jeiseph 79 

Shadow Mcsmtain feousittg d'osdopiBcfit ^ M( 
$^^dkrd , Gqntgtt^msui H^y T 4 M^ 

^% ^ol Ftedcfidt E r T^SO 

lifioj 0«i 57 
Scihll Inn. Au. 1^ 
_knich Dr. IdwjrJ L. 7>1. 4>. Hli 
ScM, Mr: BjuW t 
S**»tb, ^ Holbml I*. >^^Msid? 4iS 
3mi&, QjSjgt m$b W> W 

Siiiitli f Mr. William B 
SmnhTi |Ear«ji; ^ . & 

S^tta*tk IfC C^k v 7| 

^f* ^te 5$ 

Sto^&J^ fesp^ ^ ^e^T 54 

StweiH. Ix Jowpb M., USK, 41 

Simn. Jhlr Junei 'Jimmy," I'l 

Sinwi, BCr-d. Jncpii L. n, 12-)] 

Sdcknei; BGmi WiUum W, 41 

iurmoe, ShitfL3ir> uf lCSir H^nff, 17 

SniMT, BGen June* .1.. 

.Surpciu- Sfinn^d Cikfurnisi, -44, Ci2 

SllqUowct Trrnc* bomuof hirvcL^incru i^i 1 m#*trf Nuusnf . 

5lLB£0JJ TriiC IhxJkinf . jVr mttJs* HlWtIiJIK 
SwEtDf , ClJK Vii-u rrtr □ , >7 

S,kf 3 . Ur. Ira U 



ThckiJ Ebccciic Centred Chiml, tjj, 77. ta 

Thrtmbiirp. Mil Kin§ D 'Tiny,' 1« 

limrniiMi. ipVi^ Sarih N.. 71 

tfran lit" OuMUlupr J-Ldmlia, 2 

Ihjc. hft Clan, 1-7 

Trurauii, FjcemIejil Hajiv 34. H 

TuffiplckipifL. IfiSp Fue t , U 

Turin. Col Gtrald ti, 73 

l^nriiiiiw Almi [mdai^ni&l H-jskn hxl| iiiiiir-araHni V.. 



I n,|rrh|i». Mr * .!li-.rr. I \1 . , 



VicwriL t«ol LukIaJI M., 17. 47, hi*™, |J^5. 4? 

Vicron FkkL 47 

Vinrum Wu, Jin, 14. W., j'J 



S«iHfnn. C«il Marhid |» 

Stn Pcrardmn. CmJinsniii, M- H, M 

Sui PfTrardinn NHiwikJ ftmn, 64 

Nuu Pi no. Calrlnmii. 1 
Gnrffjfiin Pin. J. 1, I 
Ft, New Mrao. L > 
■^■nrtB fr Trail. 1 



Wjihinpm. Gel lknr|. USA, J. 1 
Wt™. Col Hrary L -Wktrt" USA 17 
Trnn. Mr ftutinn, J-i, 7 



tt'nrptwfl. Col tfaihd A.. Jtf 
W-'liinnn Tiifpirr„ -Mi 
WhnrL Me F.I. 1B. to 
Wittf, Ml brnrurd. IT 

TVillir &7 cfiLHjJt. fi 

Wikrfi. LNSm Lm| W.. Jr.. It 6fi^ Ccn, tiL ?&-Tl, 71, 77 



WfllhrTR". M 3 | *jbhir 77 

Vl ■» I .« -tM. I ! 

Wrijshi. litd RiTTwmcE D . It 

Trurrk. Me Alhe. 1» 

U rnhk Mn Allir iWandik J1 



Zhmu. TSp. Sifvcn, Lfc-*U 



The device reproduced on the hack cover is 
the > oldest military imigniain continuous use 
in the United Stm$* It first appeared, as 
shown here f m Marine Corps buttons adopt- 
ed in 1304. With the stars changed to five 
points, this device has continued on Marine 
Corps buttons to the present day. 



